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“EIGHTH PARLIAMENT. 


First Sxssion. 


hae GovernoreGeneral.* Be sa 


His Excellency the Right Honorable Henry Wratam, Baron Forstsr, a Member of His = oes 3 
‘Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order ei, “a Bis. 
Michdel and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Commonwealth’ of 


Pama areas gpcnpaemeagttanngetaad ee 


Australia.’ 44 * From 6th October, 1920, a al Teas ee 
: Australian Wattonal Government. | aE 
A (From 10th January, 1918.) : Ri tee 
Prime Minister and Attorney-General .. The Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, ww0,; K.0s%, t ar 
Minister for the Nayy Ss .. The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., G.€. M. G. 


Succeeded by 
The Honorable W. H, Laird Smith (28th Aa 1920). 
Treasurer Sie ne .. The Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P.C., oo M.G.y 
Succeeded b 
The Right Honorable William ese Watt, PC, (27th March, 1918).ttt? 
ucceede 
The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P. oO, GCM.G. (28th July, -_ 
Ministerfor Defence .. big -- the Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
Minister for Repatriation ... The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. a 
Minister for Works and Railways .. The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P.C. } | 
Succeeded by a 
The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (7th March, 1918). iF 


Minister for Ho.ac and Territories .. The Honorable Patrick McMahon Giyat, K.C.ttt : i 
Succeeded by aoa 
» The Honorable Alexander Poynton, O.B. E (4th F apruaryy 1920), : AA 
,Mfinister for Trade and Customs .. The Honorable Jens August Jensen. 
Succeeded by 


The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, P.C. (13th December, 1918). 
Succeeded by ; gt 


: The Honorable Walter Massy Greene (17th January, 191 * : Ri 
Postmaster-General .. o2 .. The Honorable William Webster.tt} F; cae 
Suceeeded by 
: The Honorable George Henry Wise (4th apie: 1920). 
Minister for Health .. .. The Honorable Walter Massy Greene (10th March, 1921). ; 
Vice-President of the Executive ‘Council .» The Honorable Littleton Hrnest Groom. Ra eae 


Succeeded by 
The Honorable Edward John Russell (27th eee 1918). 


oe 


Honorary Minister .. Seo .. he Honorable Edward John Russell. audi 
Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th Mareh, 1918 5 
Honorary Minister ak as »» The Honorable Alexander Poynton. Gs 
Appointed Minister for Home and Territories, 4th February, 1920, Ket 
Honorary Minister .. ae .. {he Honorable George Henry Wise. Ait 
Appointed Postmaster-General, 4th February, 1920. et a 
Honorary Minister. .. ‘a Bee .. The Honorable Walter Massy Greene.* 
Appointed Minister for Trade and Customs, 17th January, 1919. ; 
Honorary Minister at ea .. The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard.** i ct 
Honorary Minister .. - ea .. The Honorable Sir Granville de Laune Ryrie, K.0.M.G., ¢, B., V.D. tt oe 
Honorary Minister ns a «. ‘The Honorable William Henry Laird Smith.tf 
Appointed Minister for the Navy, 28th July, 1920. 
Honorary Minister ens ri .. The Honorable Arthur Stanislaus Rodgers.*** SANG, NEi 6 


* Appointed 26th March, 1918.——t fisiowsd from office, 13th December, 1918. 
1919. tt Appointed. 4th Webruary, 1920. THT Resigned 8rd February, 1920. 
Office gazetted, 15th June, 1920. —**#* Appointed 28th July, 1920. 


Senators. gee te 5 
. (From Ist July, 1920.) 
President—Senator/the Honorable Thomas Givens. 
Chairman of Commitices—Senator Thomas Jerome Kingston Bakhap, es 


** Resigned office 81st January, Pete 
itt Resignation from Bas 


* Adamson, John, C.B.E. (Q.) *Glasgow, Sir Thomas William, /K.C.B., O.M. G., 

Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) = D.8.0., V.D. (Q.) 
*Benny, Benjamin (S.A.) *Gutnrie, James Franois (V.) 

Bolton, William Kinsey, C.B.E., V.D. (V.) | 4Guthrie, Robert Storrie (S.A. )} 

®Buzacott, Richard (W.A.) Henderson, George (W.A.) st 
*Cox, Puanea Frederick, C.B; C.M.G., D.S.0., V.D. Keating, Hon. John Henry (T.) ‘a 

(N.S. W.) *Lynch, Patrick Joseph (W.A.) 

Crawford, Thomas William (Q.) Millen, Hon. Edward Davis SoH 8.W.) 

De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) *Millen, John Dunlop (T.) . hips 
*Drake- Brockman, Edmund Alfred, C.B., C.M.G., | *1 Newland, John, C.B.E. (S.A.) - “eek 

D.S.0, (W.A.) ' *Payne, Hon. Herbert James Mockford (T. 1 ~ 

*Duncan, Walter Leslie (N.S. W.) “Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W,A.), A a 8 a 

Earle, Hon. John (T.) 1Plain, William (V.)  * CE a eo a 
*Eiott, Harold Edward, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S. W. ) ge Si ae am 
-_ D.C.M. (V.) . Reid, Matthew (Q.) . ee 

Fairbairn, George (V.) 1 Rowell, James, 0.B., V-D. (S. Al) uo tee ce ee 

Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) . *Russell, Hon. Edward John (V,) ig aekeenet ria 
2 Foster, George Matthew (T.) Senior, William (S.A.) wad | 
*Gardiner, Albert (N.S.W.) _ Thomas, Hon. Josiah (N.S.W.) ane ae 
*Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) 5Vardon, Edward Charles (8.A.) Si Aa 


*Wilson, Reginald Victor (S.A.)) je 
1. Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 2ist July, 1920. 2. Elected 13th ecirat 1919, Sworn _ 
J At, 1920; 3. Appointed Tem eheright Chairman of Committees, 26th February, 1920. . Decease reported, 6h : 
1921. 5.. Appointed by overnor in Council, 18th February, 1921. Sworn 6th april, bese *\ 
* Elected 13th Apacer as, 1919. Sworn dst pared 1920; > te 
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plainly: in order Rte feb ose at ey seab of 

the Imperial Government may know that 

we desire them to prove their sympathy 

by deeds and not by words alone. I 
should like them to understand that we 
in Australia, whilst we have every de- 

7 sire to maintain and safeguard the in- 
 terests of Australia, and recognise that 
the people of this country have first call 


on us, feel it our duty to co-operate cor- — 


dially with the Imperial statesmen if it is 
sible for us to do so. We are not, 


wever, going to allow ourselves to. be. 


ominated by those great agencies which 
re the creation of war, and involved in 
further payments for naval and ‘military 
ur poses until te pal 3 caine 


eae OF. Urexnor. rh aitee ae 


JOSEPH COOK (Parramatia— 
Saale [1.37 a.m.].—I declare this 
motion to be an urgent motion, and 


That the motion be er ceres an _ urgent 


if am ae nie merely as a precaution 
to get the vote taken to-day (I'riday). 


£ only those whe are here had to seal 


Chat the. ine allotted for the donate: on the 
yn and the amendment be antil 3. 45 us m, 

ay (Friday). 
tr RYAN . (West isan). [1.40 
a.m. at regret that the Treasurer has 
vie ved to curtail the débate on such an 
Me ano int matter as this. It would be 
“most unfortunate if, through the moving 
of this motion of urgency, any honorable 
were prevented from expressing 
dati a eo. I know that 


Mr. RYAN. That | is oo id an 
to ange ig 


of an stee ae seo Cy arise, i 
hope that it will not Pe interfered with i 
any way. ; 
Cision resolved in Lie ne: 
‘Debate on original question (on 
by Mr. Fownsr) adjourned. | 
- House adjourned at 1.48 a.m. (Griaay). 


Senate. 


Friday, 22 April, 1991, 


The Prusripmnt (Senator the Hon 
Givens) took the chair at 11 am. 


read prayers. - 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 
TRAINING or AUSTRALIAN IMPERral 
Force. 


Senator GARDINER. —(By base )- 
When addressing myself to the Defer 


«Bill yesterday afternoon Tr made we co) 


lowing statement :— | 
The expenditure would he less, and the rest 
more satisfactory. 


I went on to say— 

I think it was in this Chamber or in another 
place that an officer said that a man going int 
action at Gallipoli informed him that he had 


never had the opportunity of firing a rifle. 
Senator Cox. tl do not think that statem 


is correct. 
Senator GARDINER. —I am merely, r p 
ingywhat I have heard. : 
Senator Cox.—lI think it Is a deliberate I 
Senator GARDINER.—I am trying to repeat 
something that is in my mind to demonstrat 
the inefliciency of our training system, — 
L now wish to read for the information rs) 
honorable senators what was in My mind. 
I quote from the Sydney Mormng H rad 
of 2nd April, 1921, words from an address 
delivered by oe Brudenell White. 
said— 


He had many ad yecollantiens of th 


o but none more sad than the recollectio of 


episode prior to the operations in. Au 
Galliy voli, which our naan attack : 


“4 664 Personal Explanation. ua 
and our operations at Lone Pine were carried 
out. 


ments. He remembered one of the men saying 
to him, “ Do you think this is a fair thing?” 
‘He replied, “ How do you mean?” The answer 
was, “Do you think it is fair to put us into 
action with the amount of training we have 
had?” ‘“ How much training have you had?” 
he asked. One man informed him that he had 
five weeks in Egypt, had fired his rifle only 
once, and had never thrown a bomb. Another 
man had been six weeks in Egypt, and, accord- 
ing to his story, had fired his rifle only twice. 
Upon all of them in authority, proceeded the 
lecturer, there rested an enormous responsi- 
bility. 
I direct attention to that statement be- 
cause I think honorable senators will, upon 
hearing it read, agree that my remarks 
were a sufficiently accurate report of 1¢ 
not to be termed “‘a deliberate lie.”’ 
| Senator Newianp.—That remark was 
not applied to the honorable senator. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—Order! JI did not: under- 


stand Senator Cox to state that Senator — 


Gardiner was telling a deliberate lie. If 
IT had understood him to do so, I should 
have immediately called him to order, and 
should have compelled him to withdraw 
the statement. I understood Senator Cox 
merely to say that the statement repeated 
by Senator Gardiner was a deliberate lie. 
I have no authority to prevent any honor- 
able senator describing a statement made 
outside this chamber by one who is not a 
member of the Senate in any terms he 
_ pleases. 


Senator COX.—(By leave.)—I had no 
intention whatever of asserting that Sena- 
tor Gardiner told a deliberate lie. No- 
thing was further from my thoughts. I 
understood from the honorable senator 
that he was only quoting the words of 
some other person. I must admit that I 
did not know that men had _ actually 
landed at Gallipoli who had only fired 
one or two shots. That never came under 
my notice. That class of man never came 
to me, and J had command of a regiment 
there for a great portion of the time, and 
command of a brigade for some months 
before the evacuation. J would not on 
any account insinuate that Senator Gar- 
diner was telling a lie. I knew that he 
“was quoting some other person for the 
statement he made.. Although a man is 
said to have stated that he only fired one 


shot, that is not to say that he had not. 


Sted one before, or had not handled a 
rifle, in ‘Australia. 


[SENATE] _ _ 


He remembered seeing some men who. 
had arrived only a few days before as reinforce-_ 


Captain K.. Drake- Brockman, 


. Brigadier-General T. Griftths, 


Publi Service. 


The PRESIDENT. ~ Ondeeh Wit 
pea bie senator is, [I think, going 
a personal explanation, Ria 
Senator CCX.—I apologize to § 
Gardiner if he feels that the rea 
made is offensive to him. : 


PUBLIC SERVICE. 
APPOINTMENTS Since 30TH JUNE, 
Senator WILSON .—Following 
question I submitted recently 1 
Leader of the Government in the 
calling for a list of new appointmel 
since 30th June, 1920, of officers wk 
salary is in excess of £350 per ann 
will be remembered that I was pro 
a more complete list than that su 
to me at the time. I wa now 


Senate whether he isin a positio 01 
supply the fuller list for which I aé 


Senator E. D. MILLEN. —As Ser ator 
Wilson has already informed the House, 
the following list, which I lay on © 
table, is supplementary to the in 
tion with which he has already sar 
plied : — 


STATEMENT of Appointments by Fede 
vernment and Promotions in Federal 
vice since 30th June, 1920, at sal 
excess of £350 per annum. © is 


Appointee, Position, Annual 8a 
Atlee Hunt, Public Service Arbr 
£2,000. 
/Brigadier- General KE. A. _ Wisdom, ‘Ra: 
“tor, New Guinea Tere 41, 
residence. 
Captain E. M. Wright, Official Seceeta 
Guinea Lornitory, £650 and quarte 
Mr. E, T. Brown, Special Magistrate 
Guinea Territory, £1,000 and qu: 
Colonel A. Honman, Principal Medical 
New Guinea Territory, £800 and qu 
Lieutenant-Colonel D. S. Wanliss, Chief Ji 
New Guinea Territory, £1, 000 and qu 
Judge, 
Guinea Territory, £1,000 and qua 
Captain A. J. Hunter, District Offic 


Mr. 


New Guinea Territory, £575 and 
Major McAdam, District Officer, New 
Territory, £575 and quarters. 
Captain D. Waugh, District Officer, New 
Territory, £575 and quarters. 
Mr. P. Hunter, Director of Immigration, 
London, £1, 500, plus £500 allowance. 
Mr, Ho S, Gullett, Superintendent of 
gration in Australia, £1,500. ae 
Mr. E. N. Robinson, Publicity Officer, 
gration in Australia, £750. 
Mr. T. EH. Sedgwich, Immigration 
London, £600. ; 
Adminis 
Weehe £1,500, plus residence. ARRAS 


Bourd ‘of if Bicrascion see. British Phos- 


phate Commission, £2,000. 


Mr. J. M. Semmens, Chairman, Repatriation 
Commission, £1,500. 


Mr. A. H. Teece, kbc Repatriation Com- 
mission, £1. ,200. 


Mr. J. E. Barrett, Member, Repatriation Com- 
mission, £1; 200. (Mr. Barrett was en- 
gaged in the Repatriation Department at 
£775 prior to appointment to the Comunis- 
_, sion.) 


E. $8... Little, Trade Commissioner 
£2,000. oF. 45 


G. H. Knibbs, ‘Director of the Institute: of 
ts Science and Industry, £2,000. 

A, F. Newman, Senior Clerk, Radio Central 
Stall (Exempt), Postmaster-General’s 
Department, £400. 

Mite dg. BL Hayes, Industrial Officer and Legal 
Adviser to Naval Board, £480, 

it ca Hodson, Electrician, Class D, Garden, 
ie Island. £4622 301 

J. W. Elliott, Manager, Departmental Meat 
Supply, Commohwealth Railways, £360. 
C. Cameron, Assistant Civil Engineer, 
- Flinders Naval Depot, Works. and Railways 
ae Department, £408. 
 G. L. Harrison, Structural Draughtsman, Syd- 
ney, £390, plus £30 allowance, 

oe EK. G. Hicks, Publicity Officer, War Service 
Homes Commission, Melbourne, £600. 

_ W. Triggs, Senior Clerk, War Service Homes 
Commission, ‘Melbourne, £460. 


in China, 


oC, C, Hatfield, Insurance Officer, War Service 
- Homes Commission, Melbourne, £460. 
6. G. Gluth, District Works Officer, War Ser- 


vice Homes New South 

 <) Wiales, £408." 

D. C. Robertson, Inspector of Works, War Ser- 

z vice Homes Commission, Victoria, £354. 

.W. J. Sprott, Inspector of Works, War Ser- 

vice Homes Commission, Victoria, £354. 
G. M. Ingram, Inspector of Works, War Ser- 

' vice Homes Commission, Victoria, £354. 

_ W. Taylor, Inspector of Works, War Service 

‘Homes Commission, Victoria, £354. 


Commission, 


James Loynes, Deputy Commissioner, War Ser- | 


vice Homes Commission, ‘Queensland, £550. 
(Subsequently increased to £600.) ) 
ie Smith, Deputy Commissioner, War Service’ 
; Homes Commission, Western Australia, 
£550. (Subsequently increased to £600.) 
“ Me Prentice, Chief. Clerk, War Service 
Homes Commission, ‘Tasmania, £360. 

-G. Cameron, Temporary District Valuer, 

Taxation Branch, Department of Treasury, 

New South Wales, £446. 


Vv. R. Wood, Temporary District Valuer, Taxa- 


tion Branch, Department of “Treasury, 

_ New South Wales, £446. 
4H. Jenkins, Temporary District Valuer, 
-, Taxation Branch, eo nant of Treasury, 

- Victoria, £446, oa 

Gardiner, Temporary District ‘Valuer, 
axation Branch, Department of iain 
ictoria, £446. 
‘tley, T orary ‘District. Valuer, 
Departm nb of taconite 


8. A. Mactariane, Homebuy District Value 


_ Taxation Branch, Department of T 
Queensland, £446. 
H. Weston, Temporary District ‘Wane f 
Taxation Branch, Department of Te 
South Australia, £446. 

. L. Tait, Temporary District Nalioe ‘Tax: 
‘tion Branch, Department of aye “ 
eh ‘Australia, £446. i 


Territory £1, 500. 
B. O'Sullivan, Protector of ee 
Daly River, Northern Territory, £400. 
Captain R. A. N. Plant, Private Secretary + 
Administrator, Northern Territory, £360. 
P. J. Breen, Liquor Storeman, in charge Liquor 
Store, Government Hotels, Northern. ne : 
ritory, £400. . 
Fr. T. Macartney, Clerk, Northern ‘Territory 
Service, to be Stenographer | and pee 
£360. 
Lieutenant-General J. W. 
tor, Norfolk Island, 
ance. ) 
H. C. Brinsmead, Controller of Civil Aviation, 
Department of Defence, £750. 


. W. Follett, Superintendent of Aircraft, De 
partment of Defence, £516. : 
J.. Jones, Superintendent, Civilian Flying 
Operations, Department of Defence, £516. 
. C. Johnston, Superintendent of Aerodromes, 
Department of Defence, £516, — Bak 
. A, Esserman, Oa Munitions Supplies 
Branch, £35 ete 
R. Jewell, Wen 
Supplies Branch, £372. a 
W, Pickett, Assistant to Chief Inspector, _ ne 
Commonwealth Arsenal, 
plies Branch, £354, ee 
C. Johnston, Assistant Manager, Woollen ; 
Cloth Factory, £432. | Kee 

J. M. Badger, Accountant, Woollen Cloth Pac: 
tory, £400. RE AER 


PROMOTIONS. 


Darnelt Administra: 
£700. (£100 allow 


Class EK, Munitions 


N nica Position to which Promodats u 
Annual Salary. 


M. L. Shepherd, Official Secretary in- Great 
Britain, High Commissioner’s Office 
London, £2,000. | 

P. KE. Deane, Secretary, Prone Minister’s De 
partment, £1,250, 

H. C. Brown, Secretary, ‘Shipbuilding Braue : 
(Prime Minister’s Department, £900. — 

C. R. Callister, Pottery Clay Investigator, ih 

». gbtitute of Science and Industry, £400. US ne? 

H. Wardale-Greenwood, Secretary, Bureau 0 
Commerce and Industry, Sts 0) 0 Rae 

W. L. Artlett, General Superintendent, Trans 
portation ‘and Stores, Commonwealth ‘Rail- 
ways, £750. 

A. W. Lawrence, Traffic Superintendent, Com 
monwealth Railways, £440. Ey at 

F. James, Chief Draughtsman, Commonwealt 
Railways, £400. 

KE. R. Bradshaw, Principal Architect, War Ser. 
vice Homes Commission, - Central: ‘Staff, 
£800, 

J. C. Morrell, Director of Lands, War Service 
Homes| Commission (Central), ; £750, 


Munitions Sup- ane 


© w. Peterson, Chief Clerk and Secretary, War 
Service Homes Commission (Central), 
ME SEDO: | 
-W. RB. Bailey, Chief heneatant, War Service 
‘Homes Commission (Central), £700. (Re- 
signed 16th October, 1920, re- “appointed, 
th March, 1921.) 
WwW. G. Barber, Accounts Clerk, War Service 
-. Homes Commission (Central), £420. 
Re, G. Hutson, Legal Clerk, War Service Homes 
_ Commission (Central), £408. 
D. ‘J. Hutchings, Deputy Commissioner, War 
Service Homes Commission, New South 
Wales, £800. 
Cy W.. BR: “Maughan, Chief Clerk, War Serviee 
~~ Homes Commission; | New "South ee aap 
ge oe 
6. ‘E. Napier, ‘Officer in Charge, Legal Section, 
War Service Homes Commission; New South. 
Wales, £462. 
a J. Nutt, Senior 
Homes Commission, 
£426, | 
CG ‘Parkes, Senior | Draughtsman, War Service. . 


€ 


Service 


Inspector, War 
Wales, 


New ‘South 


Homes Commission, New South Wales, 
(£354. | 

Re Bruce, Inspector of Works, War Service 
‘Homes Commission, New South Wales, 
£354. 


-§& W. Booth, Inspector of Works, New South 
Wales, War Service Homes Commission, 
Ser en Sieh 

C. F. Gage, Inspector of Works, War Service 
fa Homes Commission, New South Wales, 
| ry Mimea OAS Vi) 

Wea ‘J. Tait, Deputy Commissioner, War Service 
ee Homes Commission, Victoria, £850. 

a S. Anderson, Legal Officer, War Service 

Homes Commi ssion, Victoria, £498 

(De R. Cashoulte, Architect, War Service Homes 
: Commission, Victoria, £498. 


‘Commission, Victoria, £420. 

_¥F. RB. O’Connell, Purchasing Officer, Supplies 
~ Clerk, Supplies Officer, War Service Homes 

Commission, Victoria, £400. 

a R. Moffatt, Senior Dratghtsman, War Ser- 
URW aa Btu 3) Homes Commission, leak EST 2 
8. J. Nichols. Inspector of Works, War Service 

Homes Commission, Victoria, £354. 
re ‘HL, 

‘Service Homes Commission, Vietoria, £350. 
oe C. Nowland, Draughtsman Architect, War, 
Service Homes Commission, Queensland, 

«£498. 

a Milner, Inspector of Works, War Service 
-.. Homes, Commission, Queensland, £408. 
a. B ‘Williams, Inspector of Works, War Ser- 
| vice Homes Commission, Queensland, £408. 
oo eo Beattie, Draughtsman Architect, Wir 
- Service Homes Commission, Western Aus- 
tralia, £408. 
‘4 M. Beckwith, Senior Inspector, War Service 
Rs ie Commission, Western ‘Australia, 


: > al Witton, Chief Clerk: War Service Homes 


MeLochlin, » Electrical Inspector, War 


} 


w. ‘Taylor, Deputy ‘Commissioner, War Ser- 


vice Homes Commission, Tasmania, £550. 
- (Subsequently inereased to £600.) |) 
. Turner, Senior Inspector, 

ee eat ait Meena an 2375. 


War. Service ee) 
Pa Frappe Dg £420. feat 


_[SENA Es) 


a“ . Ng ‘taylor, Clerk, Priplic 


‘& H. Reeves, Local Auditor, Victoria, 


i H. Ling, Local , Auditor, South 


R. H. Allars, Commonwealth Electoral 


0. 


¥. 


| de 


W. 
H. 
G. 
Dee 


C. V. Watson, Deputy Commissioner iss : 


A. 


H. 
B, 
Ki. 


ie 
. 
E, 
D. 

\H. 
G,' 

T. 
G 
a. 
R. 


J. 
J, 


R. 


= 


<< 


W. Kelly, Senior Clerk, 


tor’s Office, Victoria, £420. 
Ford, Accountant, Shipbuilding 
£420. 


£520. 


Home and Territories Departmer 
H, Stephens, Commonwealth Hl. 
Officer, Home and. Territories De 
£420. 
W. Barford, Computer, Home | a 
tories Department, £408. * ie 
Percival, Surveyor, Home and 
Department, £432, plus £84 Si 
M. Warrick, Surveyor, Home an 
tories Department, £432, plus 254 
F. E. Whitlam, Deputy Crown 8 
Sydney, £700. , 
A. Watson, Senior Clerk, Crown § 
Office, Sydney, £516. 
C: Waugh, Clerk, Crown Solici 
Syduey, £408. 
. G. Ferguson, Commissioner of Pate 
Resistrar | of Trade Marks hae 
£900. 


bs 


£650. 8 
J. Macdonald, Supervising Ex: mn 
Patents, £516. ¥ 
D. Evans, Examiner of Patents, £4 
Jones, Examiner of Patents, £408 
J. ree Examiner of a 4 


M. J. Tait, Works Inspector 
Railways Department, £52804 Ge 
A. Hoy, Architect, Works and Ra 
partment, £444. 
H, Henderson, Architect, Works 
ways Department, £426. _ 
M. Ray, Inspector, Taxation Br 
partment of Treasury, Victori 
F. Brodribb, Clerk, Taxation. Br 
Ce of Treasury, Victoria, ; 
M. Pain, Valuer, Taxation - 
euler? of Treasury, Victor 
J. Russell, Senior Assessor, Taxation 
Department of Treasury, Victoria, 
Barrett, Chief. Assessor, Taxation 
Department of Treasury, Victoria, 
Adams, Senior Clerk, Taxation Bra 
partment of Treasury, Vietoria, £ 
W. Chenoweth, Assistant Deput 
sioner, Taxation Branch, Depar 
Treasury, Victoria, £520. 
E. Martin, Chief Assessor, Taxation Bre 
“Department of Treasury, Victoria, 
Y. McGrath, Chief Assessor, JF 
Branch, Department of the Treasury, 
tral ‘Administration, £360: 7 
C. Haneock, Secretary, Taxati 
Department, of the ce Sn 
ministration, £520. A 


aa! 


Department of the treaahy 
ministration, £420. r Te 
Taz 


partment of the ‘Treas Yo Ce 
z) 


ae ta ee 


Ri Ch aes 


mS 


Public 


A. B.D. Brown, Chief Assessor, Taxation 
Branch, Department of the Treasury, Cen- 
tral Administration, £420. 

M. T. Keely, Deputy Commissioner of Taxa- 
tion, Brisbane, £750. 

M. D. Mears, Senior Clerk, Taxation, Brisbane, 
£420, 

M. J. O'Flaherty, Chief Assessor, 
Brisbane, £360. 

LL. S. Jackson, Assistant Deputy Commissioner, 
New South Wales, £520. 

J. N. O'Connor, Senior Clerk and Chief Asses- 

sor, £420. 

Metford, Assistant Commissioner of Invalid 

and Old-age Pensions and Maternity Al- 

lowances, Pensions Branch, Department of 

Treasury, £500, plus £40 8. 

A. J. Metcalfe, Quarantine Officer, 
of Health, £600. 

FF, W. A. Ponsford, Quarantine Officer, Depart- 
ment of Health, £600. 

P. Whitton,_Deputy Comptroller-General, De- 

; partment of Trade and Customs (Central), 
£1,000. 

J. J. H. Airey, District Officer and Deputy 


Taxation, 


v4 


Department 


Director of Navigation (Central), £564, 
plug £90 A. 
C. R. Hunter, District Engineer (Central), 


£354, plus £72 8. 
L, Bolger, District Officer and Deputy Director 
of Navigation (Central), £564, plus £90 S. 
J. Henry, District Officer and Deputy Director 
; of Navigation (Central), £564, plus £90 S. 
J. Higgins, District’ Engineer, £516. 
W. D. Taylor, Inspector, Department of Trade 
and Customs, New South Wales, £460. 
H. Harvie, Inspector, Department of Trade and 
Customs, New South Wales, £460. 
W. HE. Cooper, Inspector, Department of Trade 
and Customs, New South Wales, £420. 
A. E. H. Roberts, Boarding Inspector, Depart- 


ment of Trade and Customs, Victoria, 
£420. 
. G. Wilson, Accountant, Department of 


¥ 
Trade and Customs, Queensland, £360. 
KE. Dean, Clerk, Postmaster-General’s Depart- 
ment (Central). £420. 


J. Malone, Deputy Director (Radio Branch), 

_. (Central), £606. 

W. Legg, Inspector, Postmaster-General’s De- 

partment, New South Wales, £420. 

YT. Finlay, Clerk in Charge, Telephone Ac- 
counts, Postmaster-General’s Department, 

New South Wales, £420. 

EK. A. Langsworth, Assistant Manager Tele- 
phones, Postmaster-General’s Department, 


New South Wales, £420. 

~D. Godso, Clerk, Correspondence Records 
and Staff Branch, Postmaster-General’s 
Department, Victoria, £420. 

%. Rankin, Manager, Telephones, Postmaster- 
General’s Department, Queensland, £520. 
J. C. McPhee, Secretary, Repatriation Depart- 

yy ment, Head- -Quarters, £750. 
pes Wingy Elving, Chief Accountant, Repatriation 
Department, Head-Quarters, £700. 

T. A. Kealy, Assistant Accountant, Repatria- 
tion Department, Head- Quarters, £500. 
A. G. Gilmore, Olerk to Repatriation Commis- 
sion, Repatriation Depattment, Head- 

Quarters, £500. 
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. Service. 


W. Keays, Senior Clerk, Repatriation ‘Depart. 


ment, Head- Quariere: £400. 


G. W. Bennett, Inspector, Repatriation Lteiag 


W. 


. J. Hillary, Clerk, Pensions, 


. Dunstan, 


ne a 


. Davey, 


ment, Head ‘Quarters, £520. 
F. Burrowes, Clerk, ‘Repatriation Depart 
ment, Head- ‘Quarter 8, £360. 

Hooks, Clerk (Vocational Training Mat- 
ters), Repatriation Department, Head- 
quarters, £400. 


. J. Cornell, Senior Pensions Officer, Renata: 


tion Department, Head- Quarters, £700. 
Repatriation 
Department, Head-Quarters, £360. 

G. Farr, Deputy Commissioner, Repatria- 
tion Department, New South Wales, £800. 
Beresford, Accountant, Repatriation De- 
partment, New South Wales, £480. 

J. Baillie, Sub-Acecountant, Repatriation 
Department, New South Wales, £380. 

BE. Foxall, Officer-in-Charge, Aelene Re- 
patriation Department, New South Wales, 
£420, 

J. Forrest, Officer-in-Charge, Pensions, Re- 
patriation Department, New South Wares; 
£420. 


. B. Ryan, Deputy Commissioner, Repatria- 


tion Department, Victoria, £800. 


. G. Moyes, Officer-in-Charge, Assistance, Re- 


patriation Department, Victoria, £420. 
Accountant, Repatriation Depart- 
ment, Victoria, £480, 
Charge, Officer-in-Charge, 
Training, Repatriation Department, 
toria, £480. 


Vocational 


. Bartram, Assistant Offieer-in-Charge, Voca- 


tional Training, Repatriation Department, 
Victoria. (Subsequently promoted to 
Officer-in-Charge, Pensions, with sone: at 
£420.) 

C. Henderson, Deputy Commissioner, Repa- 
triation Department, Queensland, £600. 


. A. Wallace, Accountant, Repatriation De- 


partment, Queensland, £400. 

Edwards, Accountant, Repatriation Depart: 
ment, Queensland, £380. 

W. Bell, Deputy Commissioner, Repatria- 
tion Department, South Australia, £600. 


. E. Tilney, Deputy Commissioner, Repatria- 


tion Department, Western Australia, £600. — 
Accountant, Repatriation Depart: : 
ment, Western Australia, £980. 

F. Humphris, Deputy Commissioner, Repa- 
triation Department, Tasmania, £520.. 
Mc.G. Christie, Government Secretary, 
Northern Territory, £700. 

H, A. Giles, Accountant, Darwin, £500, | 


. T, Skeet, Postmaster, Queensland, £432. 
. G. Sinclair, Postmaster, Queensland, £432. 
, W. White, Inspector, Postmaster-General’s, 


Department, South Australia, £420. 


. Maedonald, Inspector, Postmaster-General’s 


Department, South Australia, £420. 


. H. ‘Griffiths, Manager, Telephones, Postmas- 


ter-General’s 
£520. 


Deparment, South Australia, 


J. M. Gough, Ordnance Officer, 3rd Military 


Ry Coleman, Seeretary, Air 


Distriet, Department of Defence, £420. 
Council and, 
Air Board, Department of Defence, £420. 


1608. : | Defence Force. oe 


a. P. emabelean, Secretary, Contract ad Sup- 
ply Board, Department of Defence (Cen-_ 


tral), £420. 
W.:R. Kerr, Chief Clerk, Commonwealth Ar- 
genal, Class 2, £440. 
J. D. Statton, Assistant Manager, Cinss C, 
Small Arms Factory. (Position reclassi- 
. fied), £516. 
E, G. Monk, Superintendent of Danger Build- 
ings, Class D, Cordite Factory. {Position 
reclassified), £408 
D. McDonald; Accountant, Clothing 
- (Position reclassified), £420. 


Factory. 


TASMANIAN MALL SERVICE. 


Senator BAKHAP asked the Minister 
representing the Postmaster-General, 
upon notice— 

1. What is the general position in regard to 
the contract for mail service between Victoria 
and Tasmania, now that the steam-ship Nairana 
is in commission, and is participating in the 
running? 


2. In particular, does the contract insure 
three steamer trips each way every week 
throughout the year, or will a steamer leaving 
Launceston only on Mondays and Fridays dur- 
ing some months be deemed by the Postmaster-_ 
General to be in accordance with the terms of 

the contract for service? 


Senator RUSSELUL.—The answer is— 


1 and 2. Application has been made by the \ 


is contractors for variation of the eontract, and 
this is now under consideration. 


DEFENCE FORCE. 


_ AprorntMENT or Masor-GeNERAL 
| “GELLIBRAND. 


Senator ELLIOTT asked the Minister 
ae Defence, wpon notice— 


-In view of the provisions of the Defence Act 
1903- 1918, relating to the appointment and 
promotion of officers in the Citizen Forces 


- under what authority was the recent appoint- 

ment made of Major-General Sir John Gelli- 
brand to command the 3rd Division of the 
Citizen Forces in Victoria? 


Senator PEARCE.—The answer is— 


All owicers who served with the Australian _ 


Imperial Force, and who were not, prior to the 


war, members of the Australian Military Forces 
(see section ‘16a, Defence Act) were upon their — 
return to Australia granted commissions in the 


Citizen Forces equivalent to those held by them 


in the Australian Imperial Force, under sec- 


tion 22 of the Defence Act, supported by the 


: pecond proviso of section 11a of the Defence _ 


ae 


- Major- General Gellibrand’s proposed _ He 


intment is further enabled dee section Le 
a i of the Defence PE. Seats a 


i ee 


sented to His Majesty the ne by Mr. 


the Governor-General a petition 


no arisdicLion in ‘this ease 
bh) itn PS ee Es, 


DEPARTS iN 


SALARIES OF Rubbed : 


6th Class,  eabttee? s Branehs Post j 
General’s Department, Victoria, are at ) 
receiving the maximum salary of the 5th ¢ 

2. How many clerical officers (5th { 
clerks) are members of the Nngineer’ 
in’ Victoria? . 

3. What opportunities have been aa 
these officers for promotion to the 4th 

4. What opportunities have been ‘a 
these officers to transfer to other. Depar 
where they may oe for ath, a sig 


henge Hse. and elt will be io 
as early as possible. ee ee 


ister eR ey Me 
upon notice— 


1. Has the Prime Minister receive 1 
the Governor-General a petition. of grace 
Fisher on behalf of the Hon. J. B. Ro ald 
presenting the petition to His Majesty ah 
write as te :—‘* This man ae 


bit Mr. 
injustice? 
4. If so, is he not in duty bound - 
such injustice, if he has a mandate f 
Majesty the King in person to inquire 
circumstances whieh brought tts ba 
of British justice? 
5. Has the attention of the Pre 
been drawn to a statement in the Age 
April instant, under the heading of 
Census—The case of the Rev. J BL 
where it was stated that Mr. Ronald, - it 
under a permed: of £50, could Bee ives 


Rotate: was the victim of 2 


head of a Honsenald: monte What is. your 
tion,” * ee ies a married man,” “ Are 


are— 
1. The Government have Heocival 


pa 
His Majesty the King by the Rev. J. B. R 
2. The Government are not aware 


ald was So Oe mM the ines 
h the Governor: General, for 
far -ag the Government are 


consideration; 80 


aquiry be hei 
5. Yes. Ly 


Newitt TERRITORY. 


Waces Rarszs AT Darwin. 


-BAIRN) asked the Minister representing 
the Minister for Home and Territories, 
an PAnOR notice— 

Whether, in view of the enormous expense of 
Pewcing the aviation ground near Darwin, he 
‘does not consider it ‘advisable to discontinue 


- further work a Darwin until wages rates ‘be- 
-eome normal?> 


Senator RUSSELL. _The answer is— 


The statements published as to the nature 
-and cost of the work referred to are not. cor- 
_ rect, the amount having heen very much over- 
stated, and the quantity of work understated. 


on the occasion of his forthcoming visit, to 
Batetn to personally look into the question 
of the future Public Works policy of the 
_ Northern dau i 


IRON AND STEEL BOUN TIES. 


D Seuntor GARDINER asked the Min- 
ister representing the Minister for Trade 
and Customs, upon notice— 


c 1. What is the total amount of money that 
_ has been paid by the Federal Government by 


iron and steel. inlustries within the Common: 
wealth? 
2. To whom have uch bounties been. paid? 


RUSSELL. mete 


Ne 


Senator 
are— 


1, £229,411. © 
9. G. and C. Hoskins Lituited, Lithgow, New 
‘South Wales, and Lysaght Brothers and Com- 


1 


i pany yeas Scag 


answers 


INCOME TAX. 


‘Auiecen Exemeniox From TAx oF Sir 
ie: OHN Hicerns. 


: Bee ios GARDINER asked the Leader 
of the Government. in the ar aed upon 


notice— Bt ae 


: iy Is it a fact that the salary of £10,000 per 
annum paid to Sir ‘bg aeals ane as Chairman 


aware His x did not command that an: 


FiGeha tor ROWELL (for Senator Fatr- 


1t.i8, however, | the intention of the Minister, 


way of bounties for the encouragement of the » 


Swers area 


1 and 2. The» Government hava! eh exempted 
Sir John Hig ggins from payment of income 
in respect of hig salary ag Chairman h 
Australian Board of the British-Australi 
Wool Realization Association Limited, but it is 
understood that his remuneration in that 
nexion has been fixed at an amount that p 
vides for a salary of £10,000 after income 
has been paid. Ht 
3. The whole question of payment of incom 
tax will receive ios pani haa ee the ph 


Comenieaou: on Taxation, 


WHEAT. 


GUARANTEE OF PRICE. - 


the Prime eetciee “upon notice— 


Whether, in view of the decision of. ‘th 
Queensland Government to give a guarantee. of 
8s. per bushel on all wheat srown in Queens 
land, the Government will consider the wisdom 
in the interests of increased production and 
stabilizing our chief rural industry, of giving 
an equal or lower guarantee, say 6s. per | ‘bushel, 
for a period of three years on all wheat grown 
throughout the Commonwealth? PONS 

Senator E. D. MILLEN.—It is 100% 
early to decide the conditions for the pro- — 
duction of next year’s crop. The Com- : 
monwealth Government will, later on, 
give consideration to the whole wheat 


question. 


PRINTING COMMITTEE. 


Motion (by Senator SENIOR): agreed 
to-— 


That the report from the Printing Comin tae 
presented to the Senate, 21st April, a 
adopted. < 


‘ATR DEFENCE BILL. 


Srconp Reaprne. 


Debate resumed from 14th Anas (wid 
page 7445), on motion by Senator 
Pearce— 

That this Bill be now read a gebond time mi 


On which Senator J. D. Monin ae 
moved— 

That all the words after the word “ Tha 
left out, with a view to adding the following 
words:—* further proceedings on the Air De 
fence Bill be postponed until the return of t. 
Prime Minister from the Imperial — Conte 
ence.” 


Senator NEWLAND (South ‘Ausintay 
tL. ul nen the, oe on cue Bill 


f 
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was EU disuvasd I had bea referring to the 
fact that persons who believe in peace at 


“any price are entitled to have their. 


opinions respected and considered, but 
the defence of Australia must neces- 
sarily overshadow their objections. Yes- 
terday we heard a great deal about defence 
matters. It is high time that the. Go- 
vernment seriously consider a scheme 
under which men who are retired after 
serving a number of years in the De- 
fence Department, may have some pro- 
vision made for their future. The 
quicker the Government establish a sys- 
tem of pensions or of superannuation 
for them, the better it will be for all 
concerned. It was indicated during the 
course of the debate yesterday that men 
who are admittedly inéeompetent are 
being retained in the Defence Depart- 
ment because it is felt that an injustice 
would be done by placing them upon the 


retired list after many years of faithful 


‘Service, when they are practically unfit for 
any other occupation. 


The Bill provides that certain 
shall be retired from the Air Force at 
the early age of 40 years. In any other 
occupation a man at that age would be 
in hig prime. But, as the Minister has 
remarked, the Air Service is essentially 
a young man’s job, and the earlier an 
individual enters it the better. But un- 
less some other position in the Air Force 
can be found for them, these men will 
be retired at the comparatively early 
age of 40 years, and at a time. when 
it will be too late for them to qualify 
for positions in any other calling. Per- 
sonally, I believe that no branch of our 
Military Service has greater claims to a 
retiring allowance than have the mem- 
bers of our Air Foree. 

‘There is just one other matter to 
which I desire to direct-attention. We 
have at Duntroon a Military sti 
and at Jervis Bay a Naval College 
day, the “parents: ~of young men in  Aus- 
tralia are asking themselves what there 
is ahead of their boys who may desire 
to enter either of these institutions. If 
I had a son who was eligible for ad- 
‘mission to Duntroon and who desired 


to take up a military career, I am in- 
clined to think that I. wronld” use my 
influence to prevent him doing so, simply — a There has hae a bod gee 
because there is so’ little indueement i ; 


_ Senator Newland. lyn ice 


_1seNATE ae BeOS . 


vision for the future of those wh ; a 


men — 


‘able figure is’ by the encouragem nt 


‘Bes 


I quite ay with the ig tr hat ‘it 
would be unreasonable to expect the 


a young man for a military earee a 
then to part with his services immedi-~ 
ately he had finished his course of tr 
ing. For that reason’ every indu 
should be held out to the best youn; 
in the Commonwealth to enter our J 
and Military Colleges, and that object 
may best be achieved by making pr 


up such careers. 


this Bull. I recognise that 7 (gn 
Force must become a ya's 
et to our defence scheme. 


come, a very eats. sum of mo ye 
But I believe that they are prepar y 
pay that money ee me! It i: 


of ae ie machine in hep cf 
It will do so, and the only thing whi 


this Parliament can do is to see th 


it does not unduly add.to that cost. 
have to face the problem ce ettees 


ing a certain number of young - m™ 
this particular arm of our Defence § 
‘vice. The only way in which the 
penditure can be kept down to a rea 


civil aviation, by offering inducem 
to private individuals and firms t 
gage in’ that particular form of” 
port. -The men who did engage | 
would provide the’ military auth 
should the necessity ever arise, witl 
arge number of experts in the ha 
of ‘flying machines. JI can see no 
vantage in delaying the considerati 
the Bill until the return of the 
Minister from England: 
deal with it, and we might as wel 
with it now as later on, aap 
mitting the military authorities 4 
the aviation branch of our 


Daleible, 
Senator PAYNE (Teena 


ut ae ie Oe -end 
carefully through the mea- 
. result that I am perfectly 
e statements made by the 
Minister himself are correct. The honor- 
able gentleman told us that the adminis- 
trative cost of this new branch of our De- 
- fence Force will be infinitesimal, as he 
ia intends to utilize for administrative pur- 
poses the services of officers who are 


already ‘in the employ of the Common- 


wealth, Nobody can question the neces- 
_ sity for bestowing special attention upon 
this branch of our defence. During the 
@reat war we were all batined | that the 
Air Services of the Empire were practi- 
 eally the eyes of the Army.and Navy. But 
for them the Empire would have. cut a 
_ very sorry figure indeed. Thanks to the 
energy displayed in bringing those ser- 
vices to the perfection which they reached, 
we were able to emerge from the great 
struggle victoriously. A few days ago I 
was told that I had only to look at one of 
the Melbourne. newspapers to see that 


a large | expenditure | had already been . 


‘incurred upon the aviation branch of our 
Defence Department. But reference to 
the journal in. question merely served to 
show that the appointments which have 
been made are confined to those who are 
engaged in the practical operations of the 
, air. Service. 1 have the list before me 


oe - now. Lest any honorable senator should 
% ca aie 


be under the impression that these are 
‘administrative appointments at large sala- 
Ties; I wish to say that they comprise the 
the appointment of a wing commander, a 
ae leader, cae heutenants, a fiying 


: ‘these a ppointments affect ‘only. the 
{ ical og aa os the Air Service. 


; cin hee present siahadiion 

' Cae, Wwe must recognise 

ir from having reacHed a 
the need for 1 


thusiasm 


“and so enthusiastic as 


from the eeu Gouferona: 
dangerous one, because nobody cz 
what may happen in the course 
months. [am not pessimistic « oug 
believe that we are likely to be p. ut 
into a great war in the immediate futu 
But as long as there are threatening 

it would be oe for us to neg a 


he we paying an ales ee 
mium in respect. of both our milita 
our naval defence. We are now a 
pay an ‘ic be eka upon - 


‘mize, eee at a time like ‘ 


sent, We, pe foolish poet to sug 


our air ee, ee his eee upo 
Bill, Senator Gardiner seemed to entirels 
ignore the statements which were mad 
the Minister for Defence in moving 
second reading of the Bill. Practie 
the whole of his observations were direete 
to the very large expenditure which 
affirms will be involved in its passi ng’ 


The Minister has pointed out. the 
through the generosit’y of the British 
authorities we have been presented with 
a large number of aeroplanes, and it 
would. be folly on our part if we did 
utilize them in times of peace ‘in sue 
way as to bring into existence a- 
efficie ent reed. Force odo Suite be. 


the SG udinain whick ad been di ate 
by the- igus re garding Defene 
ters. 


aay alee 
that he 


the i BRN eae 


was | so this 2 
think of. 
tailed in. carrying 
tions, I am cisue aft we . 
Minister. who is: saturated with D 
to throw his 
heart and soul into these great qu 
Although I hold no brief for the M 
it is only fair to remember: at: 
of peace the fine work | 
dugtne: the war. ee we had ‘not 
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‘ ‘ahe sa isovet ration of the Dene De- 
a partment during the war period. — 
a Some Hanoeahle senators have expressed 
‘the view that we are not holding out 
sufficient inducement to those who might 
“be: capable « of proving themselves very good 
officers and men in our flying department, 


because we are making no provision for — 


their position in life after they reach the 


age of forty. I indorse a good deal that. 


has been said in this connexion, and am 
hopeful that the time is not far distant 
when, not ay in this aud all. other 
branches of the Defence Department but 
also In all Departments of the Comimon- 
‘wealth, ample provision will be made, by 
the establishment aes Superannuation 
Fund based on a sound foundation, to 
‘insure that any man who enters the 
Public Service of the Commonwealth 
shall have something to keep him when 
age forces him to retire. 

I think we are all satisfied that, having 
Coied a large sum of money, as we did 
last year, for Air Defence, the time has 
arrived when we should see to it that 
the Air Defence Department is properly 
administered. During the interval be- 
tween the time the money was voted and 
to-day, the Air Defence Force has been 
administered by the Naval and Military 
authorities, but the branch has grown to 
such an extent. auite recently that it be- 
_hoves us to see that we have a thoroughly 
efficient administration of it in regard 
_ to the operations to be earried out in the 
future. I give my hearty accord to the 
second reading of the Bill, and trust that 
“any feeling that may exist that it will 
entail for ‘Adininistrative purposes heavy 
expense on the people of the Common- 
wealth, who are already very severely 
taxed, can be swept away for the time 
being. Surely the Parliament of Aus- 
tralia will be able, if any effort should be 


made by the Minister to increase the ad- 


nuinistrative costs unduly, to put the brake 
on. At the present time there i 1s No neces- 
sity to do so, because I am satisfied, as I 
think most honorable senators are, ‘that 
the administrative portion of this Depart- 
- ment will not add any material burden to 
our finances. If in the future an attempt 
should be made to overburden the admin- 


istration by making a very large number — 


of appointments at hich salaries, we shall 
have it in our power to enter our protest, 


ai ae ai ee 


_{SENATE. |. 


| ay. “present ‘we can oh no. 9 more 


the purchase of eertain seaplane 


‘reached regarding their possible ¢ 
tions for positions. 
sary for the Government to go 0 


and: that will be the night time 1 ap. it. oe hae pe ae et Ayiation, 


_ Bill,” 


port the ‘second reading of the 
order to give the Minister the p 
requires to make this new branch 
Defence as permanent and as satisfa 
as possible. ne 

Senator FOSTER (Tasmania) | 


the use or an Air Forde 2 
defence of a country in time OPA wi 
Some have suggested that TO i 
ag a p 
equipped Air Force might take the plac 
of modern battleships in defendn 
Commonwealth. The records of the 
however, show no case where a b. 
ship suffered material damage fre 
air ship. Senator Cox can bear o 
statement that, particularly in ae 
warfare in Palestine, troops” suffered \ 
severely in open spaces from at 
launched from aeroplanes either 
bombs or machine gun fire, but itis ut 
ridiculous to suppose, as one hono 
senator suggested, that air craft migh 
useful in stopping the advance of 
ships upon these shores. No one r 
suggest that aeroplanes caused an 
terial damage in the trenches in Fra 
either by bombs or machine gun 
When it comes to using them as an 
of the Service, either for offensive 
defensive measures, their usefulne 
be summed up in the phrase “t 
Force is the eyes of the Defence Schen 
Their great usefulness is in finding 
disposition of enemy troops or e 
positions. With my limited know 
shall not criticise the attitude of the 
vernment in establishing an Air De 
BP orce for Australia, ‘whether’ it 
£500,000 or more, nor do I think the’ 
is opportune for ‘postponing the me 
seeing that Parliament has already 
the money to be expended for aie 
pose, that a certain amount of pre. 
nary work has already been done, 
negotiations have been entered hj A 


that applications have been eal 
from officers no? this Poree. . 


ing for a “year or more for finalit | 
It is, therefore, 


this scheme. We recently passed : ask 


rad. by regulations, 

Hy | iple of inindred” have been 
ge gazetted. The Controller of Civil Avia- 
‘tion is to have a seat on the Air Council. 
“I much regret that the Government have 
not gone beyond the stage of expressing 
: hope, and have not uae actual assist- 
ance to civil aviation. 
- Senator — Praros. —Oh, yes, we have. 
_ What we have done has not been made 
_ public, but we have done one or two 
| things that are helpful. By 


Senator FOSTER—I was about to 
point out that it was found necessary 
recently in England to subsidize the 
Hiandley-Page Co., who were running the 
London- Paris. aerial service. The com- 
_ pany were able to show the British Go- 
- yvernment that they could not compete 
successfully with, the French companies 
who were running an aerial passenger 
"service, because. Me. French Government 
were subsidizing the latter fairly heavily. 
There is in Australia a number of com- 
panies, established principally for the 
purpose of carrying passengers, although 
one or two attempts have been made to 
carry freight, and for some ‘time the 
_ Postmaster- General (Mr. Wise) has been 
_ talking about seeing whether an aerial 
Pema! delivery could be established for 
 eertain isolated districts. [ have no 
- knowledge of what the Minister for De- 
fence refers to when he says the Govern- 
ment have done certain things to assist 
 eivil aviation, but as the hope has been 
expressed that civil aviation may become 
more useful and extensive in Australia, it 
would be a good thing if the Government 
were to subsidize in some measure either 
pilots engaged in civil aviation or ma- 
chines which, being used for civil pur- 
- poses in times. of peace, might automa- 
tically pass under the control of the Air 
aa Sav roig ea Department at a time of war. 


‘Senator Sentor—Would it not be 
ht é tter to form aerodromes where. we 
should have something that was perman- 
bs ent, whereas machines are not? 

‘f ‘Senator FOSTER.—The Minister gave 
a some useful and valuable information 
the. other day, when he told us that certain 
work was being done in that direction, 
nd that muni¢i alities lying on Woh ee 


and the poss sibilities of eutahiehine, ha: 
gars and aerodromes. 


, But when one 
knows, as I know, that the Australian 
companies which have been endeavourin 
to establish civil aviation on a comm : 
cial basis are having a very hard go, an 
have had to put up a’ very hard fight 
make their enterprise successful, 
cannot help thinking that someth 
more needs to be done from the Gove 
ment stand-point. I was inclined to agre 
with the suggestion of the Leader of 
Opposition (Senator Gardiner) that 
would be a fine thing for Australia if th 
Government subsidized or undertook o: 
their own behalf the manufacture of aero 
plane engines in Australia. A great dea 
has ‘been. mace in some quarters of th 
fact that Great Britain presented — us 
with a number of aeroplanes, but it i 
alleged by some officers, who are suppose 
to inet, that some of those machines are 
years old, and will very shortly becom 
absolutely out of date, if they are not 
so at present. I want it to be distinet] 
understood that in saying this I am not 
decrying in any way the wonderful gif : 
made to us by the Mother Country. I am 
merely endeavouring to look at the fact : 
squarely. ay 

Senator Prarce.—They may be out of Hee 
date for fighting purposes and he ee a 
good for training. oy 

Senator FOSTER. a was going to say Q 
that they may be useful for the purpose — 
of instructing pilots and mechanies, ‘bats. 
it is wrong to assume, as apparently some 
honorable senators have assumed, that 
these machines are of any great ‘value, 
even at the present time, for defensive 
purposes. I agree that the idea of estab. 
lishing, in times of peace, the nucleus of 
an Air Defence Force is a wise one. But 
supposing that the aeroplanes which ha 
been presented to us are efficient fo 
modern requirements, and supposing that 
if not actually at war we were, at 
events, in the war zone, we might be i 
a very awkward position | indeed, if w 
had to depend upon sea transport ov 
thousands of miles for the replacemen 
of our aeroplanes which might be los 
by accident or through war. ‘The sugg’ 
tion made by Senator Gardiner, that 
more consideration should be given to th 
question of manufacturing aeroplane 
engines in Australia is an excellent one. 


xy 
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: force me See the air, ae as. dae 


we em) ploy policemen and other officials. 


Bh to look after and deal with law breakers. 
_ In urging the wisdom of subsidizing civil 


: aviators and the manufacture of aero- 


planes in Australia, I remind honorable 
_ senators that Germany’ Ss success, in so 
s quickly assembling all its forces for war 
_ purposes was due to the fact that the men 
engaged in occupations which might be 
extremely useful in war time, were pro- 
perly looked after in time of peace, as 
for example, all those men employed in 
chemical research in connexion with the 
dye. industry. Their services ‘were of 
Immense commercial value to Germany 
“prior to the war, and during the war 
they were very quickly organized for the 
manufacture of chemicals for high explo- 
sives and other purposes. [ hope, there- 
fore that the Government will give this 
‘matter their attention at a very early 
date. 

_ Senator GARDINER (New «= South 
Wales) [11.47].—I desire to say a few 
words to the amendment submitted by 
Senator J. D. Millen, that consideration 
of the Bill be postponed until after the 
return of the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) from the Imperial Conference. 
‘Senator Millen made a very sensible 
‘ suggestion. One very important reason 
why it should be given effect is that 
the Prime Minister in another place has 
“announced that only the Tariff, will be 
dealt with during his absence. 
his absence will commence from Wednes- 
day next, and that being so, why should 
‘the Senate be called upon ‘now to deal 
with a measure of this character? <A 
definite promise made by the Prime Min- 
ister should be held sacred. The Senate 


should not do anything that might, 


possibly, cause the Prime Minister embar- 


rassment, and give some irreverent 
‘people an opportunity to scofl at ial 
promise. | 


Senator Farrpairn. —All promises are 
sacred. 

Senator. GARDINER.—I agree with 
| iis honorable senator, but f remind him 
that quite a number of persons in this 
‘country, if they have the epportunity, 
will scoff at the Prime Minister, and to 
some extent, 
- this representative assembly, they will 
direct their criticisin at members of Par- 
lament gencrally. I suggest, therefore, 


that the suggestion made by Senator | 
Millen would meet) the case quite well. 


esc tade Part, I should ie fue care, 


‘in We event se 3 avitens a 


We taking the ngewe eae We 


aa hae and nab talee any £ 


statement. pedcatise it. is ome: that. n 


I take it- 


; Australia. 


Ay. as 
in an attempt to belittle 


thing that would harass the is 


if Senator Millen’s amendment be : 


iota else ee oleae 
as 1 have shown, sound reason 
ee of ie “cnn 


ence, may be in a position. td vine 
to-date information on the ques 
aerial defence. Of course, ib w 
secret. No one will know anythin 

it but himself; but he will have 
formation, and with the utmost § 
he may communicate it to the Mi 
for Defence (Senator Pearce), and, 
perhaps, we may have presented t 
measure for air defence even m 
tive than the Bill now under d 
This peint, IT suggest, is well 3 
consideration. I realize that in tl 
ter of war preparations, the inn 

of a Cabinet frequently possesses 1 
tion not available ta the rest of 4 
munity. I hardly lke to venture 


easily denied, and is not capable of 
in an assembly like this; but the 1 
having occurred to me, I should 
say that hee Senator Fea 


Weordeueras they were aviodl 0 
held by certain high authorities: 
many's preparations for war — 
complete in 1914, and that w. 
were complete, war might he’ 
If this statement is anywhere 
mark, I would be satisfied if 
people of authority in this cour 
valuable inforntation enabling t 
will say, to ae dress themselves to 
portant : 


to Australia in October ar 
next, the Prime Minister may 


scheme. Perhaps he w: 
passenger’s lugeage—br 
some machinery for the manuf 
aeroplanes. At all events, he may 
the specifications by means of 4 
may improve the present scheme. 


‘T realize, of. course, ‘that ini 
ees of this mea 


defence 


Dat etd 


: f ‘lug hs i - ak a . 
fe TU a ty LAB Fy f, 
y ay,’ il oad Ce _ gad 
ch) SAT re . ; 
+) aie cy) se ' 
Wh bt » 
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k 
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s i Mundter hinted it—that a great deal of 
' the money has already been spent, be- 
cause we voted it on the last Estamates. 


AY But I was rather amused that the Minis- 
7 A ter should endeavour to put that aspect 
\ before the Senate. It is quite true that 


therefore, the Government were entitled 
| to spend’ a portion or the whole of it; but 
* \ honorable senators, I think,- were not 
: | aware, when the Estimates were rushed 
_ through at the last moment, that this 
would be done. : 

kee Senator Wiison.—It is one of the 
"tricks of the trade to rush Estimates 

_ + through, is it not? 
| Senator GARDINER.—I suppose’ it 
is. 

Senator Witson.—I am putting the 
question to you because you ought to 
know. ia 

Senator GARDINER.—I can assure 
the honorable senator that when [ was on 
the Ministerial bench it was always. re- 
pugnant to me to hurry Estimates ‘of Ex- 
penditure through Parliament, because I 
realized that their consideration was the 
last opportunity that the representatives 
of the people had of controlling the purse. 

Senator WiLson.—We have not much 
of a gTip on it now. 

- Senator GARDINER.—Very 
unfortunately. 

Senator Prarce—The honorable sena- 
tor cannot say that there was not ample 

opportunity for debate on the last Esti- 

mates. No honorable senator was asked 
Vas to curtail his remarks. 
wie Senator GARDINER.—The Minister 
hy speaks as if we were not then sitting an 
extra day, and crowding on the hours to 
dispose of the business. Indeed, we were 
compelled to sit all night. ai 

wenator PEARCE.—That was not the 
position when these Estimates were under 
consideration. 

Senator GARDINER.—Possibly not; 
but I repeat that there was not ample 
opportunity for the discussion of the Esti- 
— mates. The Minister cannot get away 
‘from the fact that when he was introduc- 
ing the Estimates for the Defence Depart- 
‘ment, it was his duty to give a de- 
finite and detailed statement of this pro- 
posed expenditure. 

Senator Prarce.—I drew particular at- 

tention to it, in the Senate. 

Senator Wiison.—I do not think it 
~~ was a question of not having sufficient 
time for debate, but rather that the de- 

tails required were not supplied. 


little, 


ee aaa ees 
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the money was voted by Parliament, and, 


Bil. he (61S, 
Senator GARDINER.—The Minister 
now says that he drew particular atten- 
tion to this expenditure. I leave it to 
honorable senators themselves whether 
he left\an impression in their minds that 
expenditure on a scheme of this magni- 
tude was to be confined to £500,000. He 
did not in mine, This is only the initial 
expenditure of a' large sum of money, be- 
cause the Minister for Defence (Senator 
Pearce) practically agrees that £500,000 | 
per annum is only the estimated cost of 
the Air Defence Branch he is bringing © 
into existence. J suppose it will be only 
a little while-before £1,000,000, or even’ 
£2,000,000, will be required; and the ’ 
Minister, in starting a scheme of that 
character—because he practically started 
it on last year’s Estimates—will have to 
carry the responsibility. I am not exeus- 
ing myself by saying that I should have 
been informed, because I should have 
been sufficiently alert when the Estimates — 
were under discussion to have demanded 
a detailed explanation. On the next ocea- 
sion I trust that I shall be alert enough 
to seek an explanation on every itenn. ” 
After the estimated expenditure has been 
passed, we are informed that the money 
has been expended—T say it advisedly— 
upon a branch of the Service that, with 
the exception of the Minister for Defence, 
ces honorable senators know very little 
about. | 


Senator Fosrzr.—He said that very. 
littie of the money would be expended this 
yéar, but he qualified that later when he 
thought there was a possibility of losing 


his Bill 
Senator GARDINER.—Very little 


time remains, as the financial year ends: 
in June. The proposal to postpone 
the Bill appeals to me, and I think 
the Minister for Defence will be well 
advised if he accepts the amendment 
moved by Senator J. D. Millen, because, - 
after all, it is only a matter of a few 
months. If a portion of the money voted 
has been expended, as was quite justified, 
it will not interfere with the arrangement 
he has to make for the establishment 
of an Air Defence Force. Everything is | 
favorable to the further postponement of 
the Bill. I have been addressing myself. 
to this question at greater length than T 
intended, to give an opportunity for the 
mover of the amendment to be present. 


| 7816 “Air Defence — 


ue Sat ritend: to debate the matter at 


- further length, but am prepared to let 
a the question go to a vote, if necessary. 

_ Senator NewieseTho . honorable 
senator would not lke to embarrass the 


Government. 
Senator GARDINER —1 certainly 
ould not, because the Government have 


made my position such that that would’ 


‘be the last thing that I would think of. 

I do not think that I would get the same 

consideration from any other Government. 
Senator pv Larere.—Truth will out. 


Senator GARDINER.—There . are 
times when one has to acknowledge the 
fact that the Government is satisfactorily 
conducting the affairs of the coun- 
try, but these occasions are rare. T am 
not looking for such opportunities, but 
on this particular question I hardly think 
there is an honorable senator who will 


not agree that it is inadvisable to go on. 


with two Air Services. I have referred 
to the possibility of the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) returning from the Im- 
perial Conference with ce aah at infor- 
mation. 


Senator Witson.—The honorable sena- 
tor will realize that, after passing the 
Estimates, we must support the Minister 
in all the commitments the Government 


have made up to the end of this financial 


year. 


Senator GARDINER. — Unquestion- 
ably. This is not the time to question 
a Minister on the expenditure of the 
money ; but I realize that-Senator Wil- 
son’s chief desire in this Senate is to get 
- behind the Government whenever they 
need his support. } 
Senator Wirson.—I do not know who 
will wake up first, the honorable senator 
or the Government. J have greater free- 
dom of action than the honorable senator. 


- Senator GARDINER.—I am_ very 
glad to hear that, because I was trained 
in parliamentary work in a pretty stiff 

school, and I always consider it my duty 
to be ela the Government that I am 
elected to support, particularly when they 
are in danger. 
will remember in the early days, when 

I was a supporter of his, the circum- 
stances surrounding the proposal em- 

‘bodied in a Bill he passed to’ prevent 
certain people from selling war medals. — 


The Minister for Defence . > qui 
tion of economy, it must be admitted #k 


-mical than Dreadnoughts. 


a better one to follows 

Senator GARDINER. _ 
i Minister for Defence is anxio 
conclude the debate, I do not wish 1 
tain the Senate at greater length. —~ 

Senator SENIOR (South Australia 
[12.5 ].—Several arguments mae the 


the discussion on the second reading 
one that has been given some promi 
is that of ae That has been st 


but im fhiaee oublished in other part 
the world, information is given to 
effect, that, as a nation, we are sta 
in an exes edingly precarious position. 

we look back to the period befor 
great war, which has happily 
brought to a satisfactory termination, we 
must realize that the A then was 


not say, ee we dare not even “atte ss 
dae A Weg: will take oe In | 


cae aie to our defence sek 
should be held over until a more « 
venient time, because to postpone ab 
would endanger that which is primal m 
connexion with the nation’s safety. PS Ly 
nation’s safety is endangered, its > ealth 
happiness, and prosperity are of 
value. If we look at this propositio 
from the stand-point of the danger whi 
surrounds us, and the condition of aff 
in the world generally, we musb ac 
that, if there 1s one arm of defence tha 
should be more active than another, it 
the eyes of the Army and Navy. Ast 
aeroplane was so useful in assisting i 
scouting during the great war, an 
cient Air Defence Force should he cree 
before anything else; and in connex 
with the arguments adduced on the qi 


aeroplanes would be much more ¢ 
‘Scattere 
the Australian people are over a ve 
wide area, and difficult as it may 


and equipped Air Force should have first 


consideration. Even the keenest pacifist 
eould not object to the proposal, because 
to be forewarned is to be forearmed. If 
we neglect to use the opportunities we 


| possess of acquiring knowledge that is ab-. 


: solutely | necessary, and if we endanger 
bur security, we are leaving ourselves ab- 


solutely at the mercy of a marauding 


nation which may desire to attack us. 
Apart altogether from the question that 
we may or may not be attacked, the inter- 
national conditions are such that, al- 


Ma struggle with any nation, we 
ay easily be swept into the vortex 
as - conflict. lan) whatever direction 
“may stay our hands, this im- 
bertint problem should hava. immediate 
consideration. A little while ago we passed 
_a skeleton measure to create such a Force 
as this, and it is only within the last few 
‘months that statutory rules and regula- 
tions, ten times more voluminous oon 
the Bill itself, were adopted. For the 


_ first time we are creating what we consider 


necessary for effective defencé, and, be- 
re we have commenced, the Cry Or 
onomy is raised. But all true economy 
depends on. whether | the organization is 
ficient, If it is eet it is not 
frue need is 


oe oN fenalitien he Dine are 
aie ‘consideration. 


“some ae with honorable sena- 


and that inadequate defence may 


opardize the well-being of Australia, we 
ve ee discuss it now. 


o enable us to be ap- 
ast possible moment of 
emy forces. It is for 

be ause T desire to 


we what use would: 


visions ee Ra Bill. 


shall bens : 


troops can be made from what. 
from a military point of vie 
the rawest of material. The A 
tralian has given evidence of 
did valour, and has shown how loye 
he is at heart not only to his own country 


but to the Empire of which Australia is : 


part. It would, therefore, ill becon 
Australia, at such a juncture as 
present, to neglect to provide ageinst « 
means by which an enemy might cloud 
our vision and approach so rapidly that 
we should not know of his coming. I do 
not wish in any sense to be an alarmis 
but I do say that there is need for care 
ful ecnsideration of every arm of defence 
that will serve to make Australia safe. 
The argument is advanced by some that 
we should pass this measure because the 
money required to give it effect has al 
ready been voted be Parliament. Tha 
argument is not sound, but it is still safe 
to say that the contingency upon which 
the money was voted six months 
ago is more imminent to-day. I 
am so impressed by the present 
condition of international affairs that 
I should be prepared to-day to vot 
for an expenditure of £500,000 for thi 
purpose, and, indeed, double that sum 
more readily ‘than I ad six months ago 
The arguments which justified the voting 
of the money six months ago have been 
immeasurably strengthened by the p 
sent condition of international — affai 
We should not close our eyes and con 
sider that we are safe because the ble 
ocean sweeps around Australia. § We 
should keep in touch with what is passing 
around us, and, if we do so, we sh 
feel that, in the matter of defence, th 
essential thing is to be ready, and. not 
necessarily ‘to be aggressive, — 


I have carefully gone through the Pe 


i a as 


{ 
y 


operations of an Air Force. 
is not a very simple measure — \ 
ister mean to say hae the. total e 


A yeoreyer, 
- when we take into consideration the fact 


’ Bakhap, T..J. K. 


Millen, E. D, 


~ formation 
when I was asked whether its establish- 


who have had practical experience of the 
The Bill, 


‘that it is related to. many other measures, 
and that, in its consideration, some re- 


gard should be had for the Imperial Air 


_ Force. Its provisions will require careful 
study in Committee. I see no justifica- 
_ticn for the postponement of the measure. 
I think, on the contrary, that we should 
‘accelerate its passage, whilst. we should 


: not fail to make it as perfect as we can. 


‘The wealth and possibilities of Aus- 
tralia and all we enjoy of peace and free- 
dom rest upon our safety. If we are un- 
able to defend ourselves, our tenure of 
‘this country depends merely upon how 


_ soon some other nation may decide to take 
. it from us. 


Pec opich That the words proposed to 


be left out be left. out (Senator J. D. 


| Mituen’s amendment)—put. The Senate 
- divided. 


Ayes .. Mi Nema e:| 
Noes... ne RP Mae 
ee PAAORIE Ga i Pala 
ne : AYES. | 
_ Elliott, H. E. | Teller: 
Gardiner, A. Millen, J. D. 
ete Noss. 


Newland, J. 


Benny, B. | Payne, He J. Mi 
. Buzacott, R. ' Pearce, G.. F. 
OR Ngee Mee | Pratten, Hy E. 

‘Crawford, T. W. | Reid, M. 
de Largie, H. . Rowell, J. 

_ Drake-Brockman, E. A’ Russell, E. J. 
' Duncan, W. L. Senior, W, 
. Fairbairn, @. Vardon,. EH. C. 

> Foster, G. M. , Wilson, R. V. 
_ Henderson, G. | Teller: 

(Earle, J. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 
- Amendment negatived. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 


4 _--Minister for Defence) [12. 27}. —TJ wish | 


to reply briefly to the criticism that has 
been passed upon the Bill. 
of all to make a slight correction of what 
I said in moving the. second reading of 
the measure. 
about the Air Board, 


ment would involve any additional ex- 
_ penditure, I said that the only additional 


8 pene I Neate of was an ities 


_[SENATE, i 


: of £100 per annum. oe the 


a the nose and merely the — r 
I find that I overstated the amoun 


A BC to military members of the Senate 


‘Bnd ie 


T desire first 


I gave the Senate some in- . 
and: 


aa under, for aie PPro 


wdditional remuneration. 


~The alloy 
made. to him is ae elo. 


ment of the officer is only £575 per 


moment know just what ne 
is, but he is to receive an additio 
of £75 per annum because of t 
duties thrown upon him as a no 
the Air Board. 


Senator PRATTEN. Can the J if 
give the informatien he promised 
the number of aeroplanes. — 


Senator PEARCE.—Before I sit 
I shall give all the information ask 
Senator Gardiner, when spealang: 
Bill, said— 


Is it a fair thing to ask the co a 
commit itself to enormous expenditure 
defence ? Fae. 
The honorable senator also. said 
‘the world is waiting for a lead 
armament.’’ I quite agree with 
statement; but when the honorable 
tor refers te this particular Bill as 
proposing enormous expenditure 
then asks that we should give a 
disarmament, I am justified in dir 
his anche to some figures res 
naval and military expenditure. G 
Britain, in policing as she does abou: 
half of the world, is spending, 
stand, 10 per pas of her reve: 
United States of America, that 
the responsibility of policing 
territories, is spending, I understa 
per cent. of her national incom 
another country, Japan, that, 3 
colonies beyond a few island pos 
responsibility for man 
territories, and for occupied, | ou 
such as Great Britain has, is spe 
per ae of her ae pai 


countries which are spending su 
sums as I have indicated. We h 
the lead will come from those 
During the course of the bie 


Meehan there are in Australia, 
Board has now in its possession 


b eae | Os of ‘ 
Pio ie 


- Aw Defence 
year’s programme for the Australian Air 

Be orce -— | 

Establishment. Spares 

ay Held. 
Bee Di tu et) Bare ek 6 
DH. 9 Ay’s Bit 8 ai 21 
ors. BE UAy ey. on QT 8 
' Avros ae 12 Bt 36 
7 ihe, Sopwith Pups if 3 ip 8 
ie | 72 79 


The nine flying-boats, and twelve ships’ 

na - seaplanes required to complete the units 

provided for, will be ordered without de- 

day. The proportion of ground to flying 

personnel in the Australian Air Force 
will be as follows :-— 


Ground. Flying. 
Officers f 1 to 3 
Officers and thier ranks 9 to i 


The proposed establishment provides 
for aeroplane squadrons being equipped 
with twelve machines, and, the sea- 
plane and. flying-boat squadrons with 
six machines each. The reserve con- 
sidered necessary is 50 per cent. of the 
total establishment of the unit. The fol- 
lowing machines are now in our, posses- 


*. “sion, and have ee allotted to service 
pits -— 
1. On the Establishment— 
0 BA at ae) aes vie saa 
D.H.:9 Ay’s bee AD beh oe 
BEC OAL a rine Bp 24 
| 48 
2. In Reserve to these units— 
D.H.. 9’s Me we an i: 
D.H. 9 Ay’s We his Deal au 
S.E. Ay’s ies Bie ae 
35 


\ 


_ The following machines are in our pos- 
session, and have been allotted to No. 1 
Flying Training School :— 


ar td Es 9's ex A ban ae 
S.E. 5 Ay’s ae a faboes  CUnae 
Avros , ak a wa kas 
Sopwith Pups .... puny Peay oe 


And the following training machines, are 
im reserve :— 


Ayros uh if Pek 13 
Sopwith Pups... vm mak o 
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Ball. 


This makes the total of machines in our 


possession :— 

“DH, 9’s 28 
D.H. 9 Ay’s 29 
S.E. 5 Ay’s 35 
ae ie i eo 
Sopwith Pups ,- eG 
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— 
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It. will be seen from the above that our. 


reserves in D.H. 9’s, and S.E..5 Ay’s, are . 
: those for D:Hy 9) Ayige: 
This 18 owing to™ 


below 50 per cent. ; 
are above 50 per cent. 


the fact that we must make the best use of — 


the machines given to us by the Imperial 
Government; ‘and it is not proposed that 


we shall purchase more D.H. 9’s and 8.Hu. 


5 Ay’s, aS these machines are obsolete in 
the Royal Air Force, and should be re- 
placed with new types when reserves get 
so low as to warrant the re- equipment of 
these units. 


That is not to say that these — 


machines are obsolete for certain purposes, — 


nor that the Air Force, which will be an 
effective arm, 
machines, because the other machines are 
up-to-date. In the meantime, as the re- 
serves get low in any squadron, a Flight 
might be replaced with D.H. 9 Ay’s. 
this way we can keep somewhere near our 
50 per cent. reserve for service units, 
make the best use of our machines, and 
save @ certain amount of expenditure, It 
will be noted that in the training units 
we have ample reserves, but in these units 
in time of peace the reserves required will 


probably be much greater than those re- ~ 


quired in. service units, and a much larger 


reserve than 50 per cent. of the establish-. 
ment must be maintained in the pre- ~ 


liminary training machines, that is to say, 
Avros. In. this ease, we are well pro- 
vided for from the gift equipment. The 
general principle being worked on, how- 
ever, 1s 50 per cent. reserve of establish- 


ment in service units, and at, least 200 per 


cent. In reserves in preliminary train- 
ing machines. At the’ moment we 
have a reserve of 300 per cent, 


in these ‘machines, and experience may 
show it to be necessary to maintain 
such a reserve. In ordering flying-boats 


and ships’ seaplanes for service units, the 


principle of a 50 per cert. reserve has 


been maintained, that is to say: Flying- © 
making a. 


boats—Unit, 
total of 9. 


6; Reserve, 3; | 
Ship’s Seaplanes—Unit, 6; 


Reserve, 3; making a total of 9; with an 


is equipped with obsolete © 


ey 


tot — 


- total of 1,396. 
therefore, j is 1 ground to 3 flying; and of 


08; flying officers, 125. 
officers and other ranks—ground per'son- 
nel, 58; other ranks, 1,046; total, 1,104; 
Clin Forces :— 
(a) Officers—ground officers, 10; 


flying, 155. 


Air Defence } 


Wh 


Taek 3 Seaplanes for sae oe train- | 
ing, or 12 altogether. 


The officers may be set down as fol- 


Total Officers. 
Wing Commanders Die a 6 


Squadron Leaders oe es 18 
Flight Lieutenants 40 
Flying Officers 81 
Under instruction (Cadets, &ec, ) 38 
Officers... a Rt [0 
Other ranks ag -» 1,046 
Total yoo. eo ye28 
‘Ground Personnel. 
Officers. 

- A.LF, Head-Quarters  .. eG 
Wing Head-Quarters 12 
Fighter Squadrons ip kas 

Corps Recruiting Squadrons ih 
Flying Boats Ae he 
Seaplanes ie Mp a Oe) 
NOs the aly bbe tc fig t at we Wy ue 
No. 1 Aircraft Depot .. eee be 
Liaison Officer, .. bile ; 1 
58 


‘The relation of ground personnel to flying 


personnel may be thus summarized :— 
(a) Permanent officers—ground officers, 
(b) Permanent 


flying personnel, 125. 
flying 
officers, 30. (b) Officers and other ranks 
—-ground personnel, 292; flying personnel, 
30. The total Permanent and Citizen 
Forces are:—(a) Officers—ground, 68; 
(b) Officers and other ranks 
others, 1,104; making a 
The proportion of officers, 


—ground, 292; 


officers and other ranks, 9 ground to 


J fying. 


Senator Elliott in his criticism said 
that in this Bill we were laying down a 


war basis, and that the Air Force pro-. 
‘posed to be provided is equivalent to 


what we had in the Australian Imperial 
Force. 
and I find that they do not bear out his 
statement. 


I have had the figures looked up, 


We had with the Australian | 
._ Imperial Force, one wing headquarters, 


| ae Tepenat ores deve : 
this Bill we propose to establish 


with the Army we had four squ 


four squadrons, and one repair section in — 


training, and we used: the Royal AT 
That is to say the Aus- 
tralian Air Units which were on. active 


Force depots. 


7 Senator. Pearce. AU oa) 


ie Force. 


citizen squadrons. 


personnel of the Air Squadron during 


this Bill, ‘Senator Stee al dealt, w: 


ing training school and one Air Or 
depot, including the repairs, so that 
compaiison works out at four squadror 
with the Australian Imperial Fore 

against one squadron here. Upon A 


one of which was with the corps. 
had none with the Navy. nd. 
scheme we are proposing the 
strength, namely, four squadrons, 
of which will be permanent, and twe 
We are propos ng 
establish a flying boat squadron, 
seaplane squadron with the Navy, 
we did not have during the war. 


war was over 500 _ officers, 


and if 
officers and other ranks. 


otheers aa other ranks. 
Senator oe — But this is onl 


point of ‘Somaioe Elliott's coche 
statement was that this scheme w 


forces. ‘Our Air Porte was. not a 
time proportionate to the forces 
in the field, and to a-very large 
we used the Royal Air Forces supp: 
repair depots. During his speec 


ae the Defers Bill. 
therefore, deem it dri on ay Ne 
if I do not reply to his observations, 
ing that I have already done so. Sen 
Pratten contended that the Bill i is K 
a skeleton measure. 
correct. because the Bill mist! b 
in conjunction with two Acts passed 
this Parliament, namely, the Defe: 
Act, and the Naval Defences Act. “B 
it is not advisable to repeat in 
measure all the sections of t ose. 
which apply to the Air Force. — 
Bill we ‘incorporate all the sect 
those Acts init oe APP aet 


ae ‘because i is not convenient. or advis- 

ble to re-print in it all those sections of 
r Defence Acts. which are pei to 

a ee Air Force. 

p> Senator re Ay point: was that 

i e honorable gentleman in his first 

oe speech failed to give us the particulars 


Senator PEARCE. “Then we are quite 
Senator Duncan raised an 

Pi portent point. regarding the type of 
seaplane which is being obtained. I can 
nly assure him that any seaplane or 
other plane that we may-secure in the 
future will be of the latest: and most up- 
to-date type. We have an officer attached 
o the ‘Air Ministry, who will look after 
our interests in that regard. Senator 
Fairbairn raised the question of the 
expenditure which will be involved under 
this Bill. He is satisfied that there is no 
extravagance in the proposals of the 
Government. provided that there be no 
increase in the expenditure, and that we 
save what we can during the balance of. 
the financial year, so that when we come 
o review the position next year we may 
be able t+ reduce the expenditure. 
that the position to-day is that of the 
£500,000 which has been voted for this 
scheme we shall not spend more than 


£400,000, and the probability is that we 


shall not even spend that sum. I can de- 
; initely assure the Senate that there will 


£100 000 of the vote unexpended at 


the end of the financial year. 


He Senator Prarren.—But to carry out the 
s ae which has. been foreshadowed by 


claim 

SS periedlar eet for the saving of 

hat £100,000, because, owing to various 

a umstances over which * we have had no 
EA wig the establishment, is ue ceibie 


I fina 


/Senatoe: PEARCE. ae | 
more. i than that in. ay vo 


cial year. 


be nearer £600, 000. . 


This” 


aes for certain expenditure on. 
“Inent, 


and also for the establishme 
for a portion of the year, and it is ob- 
vious. that the © same aban | 
Pid a _ whole bien it wall one more. 


how ee, we are to ae in the next 


financial year. Nothing done this 
will prejudice us in that regard. _ 


Senator Pratrren.—The Minister! 


given certain particulars with regard to 


the personnel. When that personnes S 
brought into being, the Minister now sa 
it will require £600,000 for its upkeep. 

Senator PEARCE.—wWell, more than 
£900,000... 

Senator Prarren.—So that by. approv- 
ing of the personnel we shall be, in effec 
committing this Parliament to an expen 
diture of more than £500,000 a year. | 

Senator PEARCE.—I do not know 
how I can make myself clear to the hon 
orable senator, I have just said that 
is not so, and that all Parliament is co 
mitted to is the setting aside of £500,000 


in this financial year for the Air Force. : 


I said that owing to the late period at 
which this establishment is being — ap- 
pointed we shall not spend more than 
£400,000 of that money, and that when 
the next Estimates are presented to Par- 
liament they will be for the establishment 
which we assume will then have been con 

pleted. That will obviously be some 
figure higher than £500,000, and 

should not think it would be more th 

£600,000. If Parliament, in view of the 
circumstances that are then before i : 


that aan of money, Panioanen will 
be free to take that course. It will mea 


and ihe Oa oT | 
ite puaahed —Will you not hat 


ree at any time. There is chat 


prevent a Government from, a 


at any time it sees fit. Wy 

Senator Newland. spoke of the neosseil 
for a: superannuation scheme. Whil 
hold this: en no one Rudge be. 


__ could be passed through Parliament. ~It 
is the intention of the Government at the 
earliest. possible opportunity to ask Par- 
_liament to agree to such a scheme, That 
scheme has been drawn up, and is now 
before the Treasury for their considera- 
tion, because it has a very important 
financial aspect. It will mean that a, con- 
siderable sum of money must. be found 
Shy the country, even under a, contribu- 
tory scheme, and, therefore, it has to be’ 
seriously considered by the Treasury, but 
as soon as possible Parliament will be: 
asked to express its opinion on the ques- 
_ tion. 


Senator Newianp.~-Can you say whe- 


ther that scheme will be linked up woh 


the general superannuation scheme for 
Ne Nowe Public Service ? 
Senator PEARCE.—Yes, it is a gene- 
: aa superannuation scheme for the Pub- - 
vee Service, and for the military also. 
Senator HLLIOTT.— Can we have 
copies of the Air Force Act, which is em- 
-ottied in this Bill, for perusal before this. 
Bill is passed ? 
Senator PEARCE.—TI shall maiden youn 
to get them. Senator Newland also re- 
ferred to the early age for retirement, 
and expressed sympathy with those who 
“would be Pej aired to retire, . The fact 
of such an early age being fixed has al- 
Way been taken into consideration in 
_ determining the rates of pa’y. Rates of pay 
for thece officers are considerably higher, 
" espociall y in the lower ranks, than’ the 
rates of pay for officers of similar rank 
in the Military Forces. They have been. 
based on the rates of pay for officers in 
the submarine branch of the naval ser- 
vice. That applies particularly to the 
_ lower ranks, and this fact is regarded as 
some compensation for the earlier retire- 
Tent. 
Senator Foster suggested that» the Go- 
_ vernment should take practical steps to 
| assist civil aviation. J assure the Senate 
ne we are doing this as fast as we can, 
| consistent with having a concerted plan. 
This obvious that we could waste a lot of 
_ money if we said to every company that 
 ¢ame to us with a proposition connected 
2 : with civil aviation, ‘’ We will give you 
what you ask.’’ 
_ tion put before me that a firm to carry 
“mails: ‘im one part of Queensland should 


be subsidized to the extent of £58,000 per . 


annum. For that sum we could buy the — 


Coon. ihe I aoa he if a 2 ka i, 


ment that, under the guise 


2 i 
sound lines. 


iy: Wark had one proposi- 


We machines, ears the Litt hata Se ae > ser B 


vice fon the yetle: year. 
they, are asking us to put 
of an annual subsidy, not 
-of the service, but also all the 
quired to start it going A 


civil aviation, agreed to hand 
a subsidy might make 
tremely popular “for a little. 
before long Parliament would 
thing to say about the wa 
were scattering the money ab 
Senator Rerp.—What part 
land was that company to opere 
Senator PEARCE.—I do not 
oe that. I merely mention 
2, Preposoe pt up to a 


deans oof beatae to thet utr mo 
One of them has ali 
ceived from the Government. ; 
which has enabled it to keep: ge 
are algo assisting them in prep 
veys of aerial routes and landing 
but in many cases this means t. 
tion of land, and it is not desir ab 
juncture to say too plainly wha: 
doing in that regard, because 
have an uncanny knack of go 
the Government ‘is! known ta. ber 
market as a purchaser. i 


On the question of manuf: 
tralia, negotiations have. been e1 
recently, and a proposal which ws 
before the Government is now 

Air Board, from a Sydney 
manufacture, not of engines, but 
chines in Australia, of Austral 
ber. L.am assured. by the r 
of this company that they have 
haustive tests oda ee Australian 
and that weight for weight, and 
size, the Australian timber he 
per cent. better results than” 
which is generally used in the 
made overseas. . If that is so, 1b 
satisfactory, and we shall do all 
to assist that or any other ¢ 
any way within our power consist 
prover regard for the finances. 
not be expected to squander mo 

Senator pr Larcre.—Did the 

mention what kind of Anetra ian 
they were using? 

v 


Senator PEARCE. 
‘closed that information. 
let ne Rania of the a 


ey has I 


them absolutely Gisctive’ fou fighting pur 


poses to arm our establishment. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 


Cis Committee: . 
Clause 1 agreed to. 
tia reported. 


PAPER. 
The following paper was presented: — 
Public , Service Act.—Promotion of» F. 
'Saleeba, Attorney-General’s Department. 


ce joatinng suspended.from J to 2.30 p.m: 


MEU B LIC SERVICE BELL. 
Seconp READING. 


Dovare resumed from 13th April (vide 
cn motion by Senator 


GARDINER (New § South 

le es). [2.30].—In view of the import- 

2] oS of tais measure, it would have been 
as well if the Minister, instead of pro- 
eding with its second reading, had 
rely introduced it, and allowed mem- 
"3 of the Public Service, who certain y 
‘the most interested parties, full op- 


oat rtunity to peruse it and supply hon- 
ble senators with information as to its 


robable effect on the Service. Naturally 
: possess information which it would~ 
e almost impossible for any honorable 
mator, not closely identified with the 
Public Service, to have. The Bill is 
es entially a machinery measure. F're- 
quently in this Senate, I have complained 
of the tendency to legislate by means 
of regulations, but, as "T sean this mea- 
‘eure, it appears to me that in it are to 
~ be found provisions for many matters 
that could very~well have been dealt 
with by regulation, white, on the other’ 
ad, more important abies: which 
ht well have been provided for. are 
erlcoked: Interested people might be 
bified in saying that they have been 
deliberately omitted, pecaee the minor 
tters to which have ose are men- 


nator CGARDINE ER. ONO doube, but 
Le point I am making is that it contains 
ion for matters iat are a most. in- 
cand yeh. could nee ee 


regulation, white more important fate 
are left out, Apart altogether from this 
there are one or two clauses to which 
I desire to refer, and at the outset T 
direct, attention to sub-clatse 2 of clause 
9, which states— Mees 
In the making of appointments under the 
provisions of this section, preference shall be 
given, other things being equal, to dial: 
soldiers or sailors. 
I should like to ask why at wen 
“other things being equal’? are used? ~ 
enator Pans, ares wou'd the: he 
alae senator have? | 


Senator GARDINER.—TI want i ae 
why. there is this back door provision to 
evade giving preference to returned sol- 
diers or sailors ? 

Senator Russeup.—The Government 
might wish to appoint a wireless expert, 
and there might not be one among the 
returned soldiers or sailors, 

Senator GARDINER.—It is very easy 
for the Minister to furnish a reason why 
the clause should stand, but it is so loosely 
drafted that, given a Minister not favour> 
able to the principle of preference to re- 
turned soldiers, it would be wide enough 
to suit his purpose. 

Senator RUSSELL. --A Minister wil not 
have that power. Appointments will be 
made by the head of a Department, and 
“there will be the right of. appeal to. the 

oard. | 

Senator Fosrer.—l take it that ‘' other ea 
things being equal ’’ means that. the best ae 
man gets the job... s 

Senator GARDINER As ‘the Min- 
ister has stated, the question of appoint- 
ing an expert in some particular business 
might arise, and so, on these grounds, 
the words ‘“‘ other things being equal "” 
may be retained; but I venture to say 
that there will be no such. ‘difficulty abou 
the constitution of the Beard of Commis 
sioners, for which men of character, capa+ 
city and fitness, but not n necessarily Ox- 
perts in scimel particular: business, will be: 
required. [ usually pride myself, tha 
inoee is not much of the hypocrite abou 
me, and so when I say that I think ree 
turned soldiers and | sailors. are being 
fooled by. this pretence at preference mm 
employment they will know what I mean 
The sooner they realize that they have 
take their chances with the rest of, ae 
community, and that fitness alone will 
the qualification for a pesition in t 
+ Public Bae vice,: the poston, ie walk h Be 


: ee ‘ 


ee Public Service 


“am. net afraid that, given a fair chanan, u 


ae thes will not be able to prove their fits 


-. ness for any post that may be made 
_ vacant; but I protest at this pretended 


: preference, forvit is only so much pretence 


so long as this loop-hole for the evasion: 


of the principle is retained in the Bill, In 
connexion with the appointment of the 


_ Board, there, is a first-class opportunity 

to establish this principle, 
noticed that usually in appointments of 
- this nature, preference is given to 
» turned 
involve a good deal 
and little pay, and for poéitions with 
large pay and little work it is quite an- 
other matter. 

upon the interpretation to be placed on 


but I have 


re- 
positions that 
of hard. work 


soldiers for 


Everything will depend 


.ar4 


the words ‘‘ other things being equal ’’ 


te in the sub-clause te which I have referred. 


Senator Russett.—Some very fair 


» positions, from Judges down to messenger 
boys, have been given to returned soldiers 


recently in Rabaul. 


Senator GARDINER.—I have no 


doubt that returned soldiers will be sent 


this principle of preference, 
soldiers have no better friends than the 
Labour members 
Council. 


to Rabaul, and that they appreciate this 


preference; but it is merely a pretence to 


say that the principle is established while 
‘other things being equal ’’ 


the words ‘ 
remain in the clause. ! 
Senator WiLson.—That is more than 


: your party did in the Sydney City Coun- 
Hae cAL 


Senator GARDINER.-—I invite the 


‘ honorable senator to go through the parks 


and other public thoroughfares of Sydney 
to sea what splendid work has been done 
there by the City Council. They have 


done far more during the time they have 
been there than was done in the previous 


forty years by the old ‘‘ fogies’’ who are 


represented by the honorable senator. 


‘Senator RowreitL.—And there is a nice 


overdrait now. 


Senator GARDINER.—TI do not want 
to be drawn off the track by these inter- 
jections; but I may say that as regard: 
returned 
in the 


Sydney City 


: 


Let me come back to the considera- 


tion of the constitution of the Board of 
Commissioners. 

paid body, and, therefore, men of great 

~ eapacity and integrity will be required 

_ to fill the positions. 

nent of good pay. I believe that if a man 

ye is See ee to shoulder a are egies 


This will be a highly- 


T am not an oppo- 


_tsewarey 


after the termination’ pt his p 
ECE Es 


of rpouienae aa to d play 
rae in the a ‘scharge of seg 


breclete roninned Aéldiors from 
those aE ets 3 


responsible for the appointment 
Senator Srntor.—That is bi 
Bill, 


not very moh be aut iis it. W 
com Bae about is the aD 


between wits nay be resanieae 
highly-paid posts and the ordinar 
tions in the Public Service. 

Senator Duncan, —lf you mov 
elude the words “other thing 
equal,’ I will support you. 

Senator GARDINER.—1I_ vyentu 
‘say that if I did the Government 
would crack, and the honorable 
knows that he would have to get 
the (Government. We all kno 
happened in another place recen 

I turn now to clause 78. Su 
1 provides— 

Notwithstanding anything Sonteie 
Act, a returned soldier whose name is 
in the prescribed register for tempor 


ployment shall, if competent for the w 
quired, be considered gor Wai yi 


body. 
Sade GARDINER. 5 
appointments to the Board? 
Senator Russerz.—I should say 


Senator GARDINER. —Becau e, if 
does, we should strike out the wor 
have complained of in clause | 
clauses 2 and 3 state— . 
(2) Upon report from the Chief | fic 
a returned soldier temporarily emp. ye 
satisfactorily performed his duties, the 
may extend his employment for such ¢. 
temporary assistance is still required . 
(3) Where the employment of a 
soldier has been terminated owing to 
assistance not being further require 
be eligible for further employment 


f appoint 
nts 
ice seen among > 


i ‘definite 


ion, to see ng Sue lenoeail eo dane 
ree with me. 


Dakigs out ihe words “other things 
ing equal ” in sub-clause 2 of clause 9, 
at in the making of appointments to 

the Public Service, : 
“given. definitely to ‘yeturned soldiers and 
yrs. I venture to say that out of the 


00. men who went from this country 


the war there are many capable of 


ng every position in the Public Service 


of the Commonwealth. 
enator, Renton We are not doubting 
a ay oy Xe 
Senator ‘GARDIN ER. —I know; 
are being asked to pass a Bill which, 


far as ordinary positions are con- 
ned, establishes the principle of pre- 
“ence, to returned soldiers, while for the 


> 


Ne ghly-paid positions this principle may 
pared The clause 3 iS gah in such 


pre rence. appears t to he. eee pao pre- 4 
tence. | ; Mhe tine has eae we ae show- 


it the position is as ae 


preference’ shall be 


but. 


abroad, 


Soe Doxcan. ~The “sold ier 


to th oe and 
ae 


unionism. 

Senator GARDINER. —Not He ae 
am showing the difference between 
ference to unionists, ‘0 
preference Ce 
soldiers. 


mn every way Tne ae ye a 
nearly three years since the war. 


| aaled be -and we have to eae t 


the war, iq public position Beene 
vacant, and he is ual hie age 8 | 


ee ea the ronad fOr m 
be less efficient, less capable, and, shall 1 
say, less worthy, he has no possible. hope 
of success. i do not Saws! those ron 


it was. ae natural that" ee 
were many wag were not ate - 


does. 
u nder 


The point. T desire to make i is 
the policy of Per ale 3 


By oat altogether. 
ae case of a young man who was” 


ipa 
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glorious service at Horseferry Road for 
a pericd sufficiently long to enable him to 
» return to Australia, and wear a soldier’s 
medal ? 


Why should he be debarred, as 


_ this Bill debars him? The worst shirkers, 
in my opinion, were those who were em- 
ployed in the administrative offices at 


different centres, and who never risked/ 


their life, or anything’ else, but who re- 


turned to Australia flourishing a medal. 
Senator Rowrert.—It has not always 


been their fault. 


Senator GARDINER.—1I am referring 
to what I term the real shirkers. 


‘Senator Rowery.—They had to go 


where they were directed. 


Senator GARDINER.—I am blaming 


the men who went abroad, and who had 


no intention of fighting, if they could 
avoid ib. | 


Senator Rowrtt.—And there were 
plenty of them. te 
Senator GARDINER.—There were 


many men who took great care that they 
did not do any actual fighting, and who, 
because of their service, perhaps in a 
comfortable. office in London, Egypt, or 
in France, ate wearing a soldier’s medal. 
We are dealing with the whole com- 
munity. 

Senator Swnior.—lI think the honor- 
able senator’s scales are weighted; that is 


pot a true measure. 


_ Senator GARDINER.—If preference 


"is to be given to soldiers, justice must be 
done to those who were unable to go. 


active service. 
parently healthy young men who offered, 
put found, on visiting the medical officer, 


There are many whose health prevented 
them from enlisting; although they were 
willing to fight, and their cases should be 
considered with those who actually saw 
There were many apr 


that their physical fitness debarred them 


from enlisting. 


1 ask honorable senators 


if they consider it absolutely fair that 
men placéd in such a position, and who 
were not permitted to enlist, irrespective 


_ this way? 


of their capacity, should be treated in 
I know that some. honorable 
senators will say that I am using a 


_ double-edged argument, and that if we 
are going to have preference to soldiers, 
there must be preference for the higher 
‘offices as well as those of the lower grade. 


-» Senator 
that. 


Witson.—We all agree with 


‘Senator RusseLut.—It 


ought to be ym- 


wae yy 


“the ex-soldier will find 


what they like, but when a man 


garded as paupers. 


tors would say that it would | 


Senator GARDINER.—1 
in a growing community 


this pretended preference; becaus 
all, that is what it is, and the s 

realize that the soldier having d 
share is anxious to be treated as 
members of the community, the 
will be. Honorable senators — 


turned to Australia after fighting 
country, he has received a rewa: ¢ 
cannot be taken away from him 
the knowledge that when ‘the oc 
arose he was prepared to faee dang 
even death. Bale! 
Senator Fosrrr.—That knowle 
do little to keep his wife and fai 
must also do something practical 
returned man, | os 
Senator GARDINER.—tThe best 
for the Government to do would 
mit a practical proposition, as 
Foster suggests, so that the ch 
ex-soldier shall. never want, bee 
father is out of employment... T 
many returned soldiers seeking 
ment, and they do not wish 
Unemploym: 
as much upon the ex-soldier as it 
upon any one else, no matter how 
he may have been when the waa 
progress. When hands are 
pensed with we do not find emplo 
ing, ‘‘ You fought for your count: 
your services will- be retarned.’ 
railways, the‘tramways, the* 
warehouses and workshops nothin 
kind occurs. If we are in earne 
giving preference or making provisi 
the soldiers, let us do it in a fair. 
and straightforward way, so that 
ference shall*be given, antl no 
fought for hig country will ever 
seek employment or be compelled 
his children suffer. It should be 
of the Commonwealth to find positi 
these men. It is a very simple 
tion, bacause the Australian (¢ 
wealth provides ample scope for 
ful employment of all the men it 
community. I know some honorab 


trous proposition for the Gover 
undertake the responsibility of 
work for .all the soldiers wh 
turned. But it would not b 

costly as finding the interest on 


ntend to press the sedond earth of 


a di vision . to-day, So. that 


eS for discussing its” provisions. Here 
simple little phrasing which may be 


ed to'the straw which shows the way 


th “pea is flowing. Clause 34 reads— 


ed any Wises oral examination Past Kenia: 


to the Commonwealth Service, and who: 


and nine hundred and fifteen, was eligible 
or appointment, to the 
e, shali 
ie months after. the declaration of Peace. 


Witson. — That time has 


, haan service with Ane who 
yed at home. 
enator GARDIN ER. -- cinta: 
this is an old Bill, which has been dragged 
for us to ens edd and the Vice- 


ne oie matter Bene that provision. 
enator GARDINER.—Very well, 
still legally at war. 
nator Prarren. ae The 


neue GARDINER. —I am oy i 
that we are going to make Acts of 


lament so clear. 


date of the declaration of peace. 


tor Ragan’ — ee has not ie 


r Re tege 


(Oa ate on wealthy "Ser- 
continue to be so eligible until 


eee 


su -clause 


Iam going to take 
risk of saying that. there are not two 
orable senators’ present who can say 


pouréng ee cobediriiea s he 

period of the war—and who have 

prevented from being ee | 

ployed. | 
Senator Srmnrior.—And, 


doing work that was of a higher gr: 


than that for which they were being pai 
Senator GARDINER. — Absolutely 


| The Government will say that they 
not debarred, because the time has _ 
expired for them to be appointed. 


Senator RUSSELL. BON I oy 81 
senator will give me a case I shall. ha 
it fully investigated, 

Senator GARDINER. —Very wae 
know of a young man who had been 
the Public Service for some years, an 
who was secretary to. Senator EH. 


‘Millen when Leader of the perme 
_ When a change of Government occurred. 


oS 


and I became Leader of the Opposition, 
the present Minister for: Repatriatio 


_ strongly recommended this young man to 


me, who then became my private secre- 
tary. He had been temporarily et 
ployed in the Public Service for six years, 
and, but for the war, would have been 
permanently appointed. The Govern- 
ment have, in an underhand way, put 
him out of the Service, but they pay the 
Leader of the Opposition an amount suffi- 
cient to cover his salary. Any one can be 
engaged for the position, and the: salary 
does not enter very largely into considera- 
tion. My secretary is a young married 
man with a family, and should now be a 
permanent cfficer. The Minister has asked 
for a case and J have given him one, 
Senator Russeru.—Was_ there. any 


‘thing to prevent you employing - him 


you thought well of him? 
Senator GARDINER. —No; ib. is no 


question of his employment, but one of 


his failure to be permanently appointe 
nptwat hotane ne ee enrkeac and Rice 
GIy; 


of ake Oprosition ‘should be allowe 


select his own private secretary. 


Senator GARDINER.—The oe 
the Venceiien is allowed to do that 


rarily aplov al in the ‘Pubke Series fi ‘or 


Ber ty 


a number of Ps a who. can i be 


1688. 


x 


Palle Bars 


rmanent Aenean ot ‘pecause of the 
war. The Public Service Commissioner. 


will not appoint him because he did not 


serve at the Front, but no inquiries were 


~~ made as to why. He had served in the 


Public Service sufficiently long to secure 
a@ permanent appointment. It is well 


‘known that a temporary employee can 


only be engaged for a certain time, when 
his service has to ‘be broken. Men 
could not be made permanent officers 


- during the war, because of the decision to 
make no new appointments to which i 


have referred. 
Senator Russuut.—The honorable sena- 


tor thinks that the services of the gentle- 


man to whom he refers should count as 
service in the Public Service ? 


Senator GARDINER.—I do. Imme- 


5 diately fresh appointments were made 


after the war, this gentleman should have 
been permanently appointed to the Pub- 
lic Service. 

Senator Russetut.—If a. man works in 
Rabaul, Papua, or any of our Territories, 
his work there will count as service in the 
Commonwealth Public Service. If, for 
instance, the gentleman to whom. the hon- 
orable senator refers. had worked for five 
years in Papua, that would count as five 
years’ service in the Commonwealth Pub- 
lic Service. — ) 

Senator Wuuson.—Is the honorable 
senator still pnp ootae the gentleman he 


“ refers to ? 


Senator GARDINER.—I certainly am, 


and every month the Government send 
“Ime a cheque to pay whomever I may be 


employing as private secretary. That is 
a roundabout way of doing the business, 
and I contend that to all intents and pur- 


poses the gentleman to whom I refer is 


He had 
Prime Minister’s 


an officer of this Parliament. 
been employed in. the 
Department. 
service of Senator Millen, and from Sena- 
tor Millen to me, and then the war being 
over the resulation which prevented him 
being made a public servant prevented his 
continuance in the Service. I say that: 


it is a most unfair thing to take four 


years out of this young man’s life when 
he might have been improving his posi- 


tion in the Public Service of the country, 


and then to put him out of the Sere 
altogether. 


Senator Senior.—The honorable sena- 


ste was a party to the unfairness, because 


he was in the Senate when the oe was 


= ROR 
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Senate; but judging by the n 


He was transferred to the 


‘ half- a- dozen Aan a ae on: 


Le 


parties A eyariiae tha ooeurs 
times I am reminded of my resp 


the pte if not in Australia. 
time I take exception to anything tk 
going on I am met with the excuse th 
ain. myself responsible. ee 
Senator SENIOk.—The honor 
tor was a. member of the o 
while the war was on. 


ate until the men came b 
after they came back it is not fa 
that a man who, but for that ee 
would in the ordinary eet Lé 


be prelate from voli one no} 


Senator Russeny.—If the: 
referred to passed the necessary x 
tion for admission to the Clerica 
sion of the Service, he would be 
under this Bill. 


Senator GARDINER. nee 
examination in the State of ek: 
tralia, 


Senator WiLson.—Then he 
enough for anywhere else. ‘ 
Senator GARDINER. He As, 
lutely. He came here from South 
tralia ; but ie was not ira 


bon uf Haee: is “ek a man uw 
Public Service Act cannot be con 
temporary employment beyond : 
pericd. He should then be give 
manent position. I am sorry to ha ; 
ferred to a somewhat personal | t 
but I have done so in reply to a 
to state a case in support of my 
tion. I say that the Public 

authorities in this case took a mi 
narrow view of the position, and 
been any one but myself for wh 
gentleman to whom I have referr 
working, J believe he would have 
a permanent appointment in the: : 
way. “ 
We have a great Public Se 
sisting of a huge number of men 
‘considerable number of women 
be an ever-growing Service, and i 
portant that in passing this mea 
should make provision, so far as . 
foresight can do so, for the remedy 
all the grievances of the Public 31 


tion, ability, an 1 qualifications, 


¢ ee office, in hat ee aa 


‘are, afforded them to get into. Sather 
branch in which there might be openings 
or their advancement. Any Service 
thati keeps able, competent men from pro- 
idea is not doing justice to those whom 
We should be on the lookout 

‘or our Feroebessihs men to see that they 
e a ces er ermen Saabs they 


os alta Pau half-a- re ae 
them may have reached the same grade. 
The whole of the Commonwealth Public 
Service cote be ei to = Mian man in 


Me sy’ Russe. aia is. the object 


‘of the Bill, 


- Senator Rowen. What tlie ieebeible 
‘senator means is that it should be pos- 
sible for an officer of the Postmaster- 
General’ Ss ee as to be praneferted 


mean. “Asa member ‘of Parliament I 
have to listen to the grievances of a 
good — “many people I take the 
ease of an officer who has reached 
_ particular grade, and sees. no 
ible chance of further advancement in 
particular branch. There may be an- 
other branch of the Service, in which he 
ould have a chance of advancement; 
ut when he makes an application for a 


transfer to that branch, the head of the. 


office may say ‘‘There is no officer of your 
grade here, but I have men here already 
who understand the business of the office, 
d I do not think it would be of any 

. antage to have you transferred to my 
branch, because you would take a certain 
, to! become as efficient as men of even 
ver ‘grade who are. already in the 

WE confess” that there is much 

Tem such an argument, but I go fur- 
and say that such an officer as I 

red to would, in a very little 

ome an efficient officer, of the 


for dae Wh Bill Men cat 


Papua and New Guinea will have th 
right to be transferred, for instance 
the one Department in Melbourne 


officers ee be veda ced in splat pee 
there is no position open, carrying th 
amount of salary they have heen pre 
viously receiving. In such cases, if the 
services are retained they are appointe 
to a lower office at a lower rate of pay 
Senator Russrry.—Not for yay 
months.. Ae: 
Senator GARDINER. —I am oblig d 
to the Minister for his interjection, be 
cause it confirms what I desire to say 
T can believe that there may be a whol 
harvest of complaints arising from a pro- 
vision of this kind. For the purpose - £. 
illustration I take the military service 
and the case of an officer who has beer 
acting as a colonel and carrying out, his 
duties in an efficient way. | . 
Senator Russert.— Military officers are 


not under the Public Service Act. 


Senator GARDINER.—I am aware o 
that. I wish they were under the Public 
Service Act, because a Board of Appea 
is provided for under that Act, and if we. 
have a Board of Appeal for the benefit of 
members of the Public Service, we should 
have such a Board also for those employed 
in the military service. To illustrate th 
matter to which I wish to refer, I take 
the case of an officer who has been acting 

as a colonel. He has been efficient, an 
has done his work well. There is a recon 
struction of the military service und 
which there is no position for th 
particular officer commensurate with hi: 
rank and pay as a colonel. After twelve 
months his pay is reduced to that of 
captain. I say that the Commonwealth 
is sufficiently wealthy to pay every office 
a salary commensurate with his ate 
and qualifications. | 

Senator Russerr.— ‘The object of 4] 


‘Bill is to get the best men to fill the Bee 


tions that are open. if 

Senator GARDINER.—I remind 4] 
Minister that the Bill contains several 
clauses setting out how these Soe 
of Reo wae ee mage In one part, oF 18 
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ye pass out of the Service he is ‘compen: 


sated on the basis of the rate of pay of 
the higher office which he held. 


.. Senator Srntor.—The provisions to 
which the honorable senator refers would 
not be so objectionable were it not for the 
water- tight. compartments in the Service. 


‘Senator GARDINER.—That is so. Tf, 
nia an officer who has been reduced 
passes out of the Service the Government 

| _ admit the justice of giving him compensa- 
tion. on the basis of the salary of the 
higher position which he filled, surely 
“they must admit the justice of continuing 
to such a man retained in the Service 
the salary of the higher position he eccu- 

_ pied, instead of deutadins him, and JI say 
“it advisedly, in the eyes of his fellow 
public servants by compelling him to 
work for a lower rate of pay than he may 
have been receiving for years in another 
position. i hope that honorable senators 


will not lose sight of the need for some 


remedy for this grievance. J trust that 
when we come to the Committee stage 
they will regard this as.a Public Service 
Bill, and not merely as'a measure sub- 
“mitted by the Government, and will en- 
» eas to umprove it. TI hope, also, that 
before the measure again comes up for our 
consideration the members of the Public 
Service will give it serious attention, as 
Cig must know more of the conditions 


of their service than honorable senators 


ean possibly know. 


‘Debate (on motion by Soitor SENIOR) 
- adjourned, 


ADJOURNMENT. 


TASMANIAN Matt, SERVICE. 


Motion (by Senator. libamaiiey Pry ; 


: _ posed— : 
| “That the Senate do now adjourn. 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [3.11]. 
-—tI am loth to delay honorable senators 
who have to catch trains for the other 
States. Fortunately, the debate on the 
Public Service Bill has ended for the time 
being, and this gives me an opportunity 


to say a few words on a matter in regard 


_to which I addressed a question to the 
Minister representing the Postmaster- 
General. The matter is of such import- 
ance, in particular to the State which I 


have the honour to assist in representing, 


_ and ed the. Commonwealth sn. general 


may desire to say something in 


Puan equa 
the war. ‘‘ The new steamer: 
called: in. the text of the’ 
was named the Nawana. It w 
in the Old Country, and fitted 
the oa of what might be 


of NG war caused ‘the Tope G 
ment to commandeer the” vessel f: 
her for carrying aeroplanes in t 
Sea, or as.an auxiliary to a moth 
associated with. aeroplane 
Since the close of the war the 
been re- pees for pay 


took up he running betwee 
land and Tasmania. I am not 
at any time to take advantage oi 
munity which attaches to.a m 
the Senate to make observation 

caustic character which cannot Cd 
to in this Chamber by the pers 
may be the subject of the 
it would have been imagined. 
tainly was anticipated by the 
Tasmania, that the improved — 
which they might reasonably look 
in the terms of the agreement en’ 
between the shipping companies 
Postmaster-General, would have 
augurated with some decent regard 
opinion of mankind, which the gre 
who formulated the ‘Declaration of 
can Independence said was always 
sary, and should be observed by 
organizations. “That considerati 
have caused shippi . 
frain from 
whieh Abs 
established 


an immediate oy 
think, can. be 


Pi sais breach - 


sunoock . 
running 
Some of m 


decsay taken place 
vessel only took up th hh 
as the 16th inst. 


es 2) rigen ‘i gosta to 
MY ae. some bgt eatin in*respect, of it. 


_Postmaster-General’s | reply to my 
tion, as conveyed. to me through the 
if responsible Minister in this chamber, is 
"very general; but it certainly sets forth 
at the steamship companies have ap- 
cna the Government for a variation 


nian people: “expected to secure an 
nproved mail service. It may be that 
jhe condition of things now does not 
-ofier such good prospects of remuner- 
oo. and ey Lf the 


lovenant, ‘But aie, eis Lute tiptie 
loing something which, beyond doubt, 
ill be a variation of the terms of the 
agreement. 
e next few. days we shall see not three 


, 


trips per week run to Tasmania, which | 


the people of that State expected under 
ae nea of the contract, but only 


ie: believe that there > 


nee ae Ne in “my rae a be 
worked with a decent respect for the 
opinions of the people who are imme- 
1 ol concerned, ae oe of Tasmania 


vee years. Its aoe Bilepstore: are 
4 coin to dete tea equanimity 


Q egies them ae an Cee 


team-ship service. This question con- 
3 not merely | ith people of Tasmania, 
ni convenience, and, indeed, pe pro- 


bit si anal ;. vt 
See Lae 


IT am informed that Wage ¢ 


with them. 


steamship ~ 


ei f 


macnn which ae been: pe in 
Therefore, without any mealy-mo 
apology, T demand that the et 
wealth Le et shall 


or very ee reason honey ahi ite a re 


The steam-ship companies and the ( 
vernment may rest assured that there 
on Anse es Liars oe 


aa ae: we regard it) ais: 50 
por ‘tant. that no variation of the agree- 
mext-+-particularly a variation ties 


the ooo ‘of Paunsita or ‘by their repre 
sentatives in this Parliament. ! 


Bee PAYNE | (Tasmania) Ay 21 " 


T 


— 


0 o imports e to. fie State which L hav 
honour to TeDTESen | 
of her insular position, has uttered: ma 
riaily in many ways, especially dur. 
he past twelve or fifteen years. 
Senatér GarpinEr.—I beg to call 
lotion to the state of the Senate. 
would certainly like ‘to hear other | 
manian senators speaking upon this q 
tion. [Quorum formed.]| « 


Senator PAYNE.-—Neither — 
Bakhap nor I ask for any phe i 
consideration; It is a question whic 
only affects the pepe of ee 


cial pecula on the pala ‘oa e, 

a very great extent, our trade is 

It came as a shock to 

of us to learn only yesterday that 
companies which have con- 
tracted to carry the mail between the 
mainland and Tasmania pave as fa 

one can 

already ecaioese, their nian 

raig has stated ae ai report is. 
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leave Melbourne for Launceston with the’ 
mails every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, but the advertisement sets out 
- that the Vatrana next week will sail from 
- Melbourne only on Wednesday and Satur- 
: dia 
| Praia Russet.—I understand that 
| ihe new boat is of a much better standard 
than the old boat. 
_ Senator PAYNE.—That does not affect 
the Posten. Provision is made in the 
contract for the running of the new boat. 
Senator Russerit.—All shipping to-day 
is conditional upon the ability to geb the 
Tequisite vessels. We cannot get more 
than a fortnightly mail service from Eng- 
land. | 
Senator PAYNE.—But the contract 
with these steamship companies provides 
for the maintenance of a mail service be- 
tween Tasmania and the mainland by the 
running of three trips each way weekly. 
Senator RusszeLtt.—The point is that 
there are now two vessels engaged in the 


service. Are they a of doing three 
round trips each ? 
Senator PAYNE.—There must be 


three sailings from Melbourne each week, 
» and three from Launceston. 


Senator RusseLtt.—I understand that 
the Loongana has been so hard pressed 
in maintaining the service that she is 
_ badly in need of an overhaul, ard is now 
being docked. 

Senator PAYNE.—The contract pro- 
: vides that there shall be three sailings 


weekly of these two vessels, or by 
one of them, showing plainly that 
the boats are considered capable 


of carrying on the service singly should 
_ either of them be required to. do (so, 
-T enter my protest against the possi- 
_ bility of Tasmama, being placed in the 
_ unfortunate position of having a mail ser- 
vice in the future. which will be inferior 
to that which it had in the past, despite 
the fact that that State has made very 
greab progress commercially, and that her 
population has considerably increased 
during the past few years. Since the in- 
auguration of certain undertakings in 
Tasmania, a great, deal of capital has 


been attracted to that State. By reason 


of the natural facilities which have been 
given to Tasmania by an all-wise Provi- 
dence, works are now in progress there 
which are at once the admiration and the 


envy of the rest of the Commonwealth. 


_ These undertakings having been com- 
ie menced, the og of ye State. ee 


as 


| ee - 


in the way that the nowepapere re a be 
yesterday they are to be interfered 
L trust that. the aa snornieg will oe 


suffer, 


Senator RUSSELL (Victor 


President of m4 Executive 


Government | youre that owing bi 
limited tonnage that is available, o 
services are not, as adequate or as” 
tious as we desire. ie 


are bene o given away with a poune 
in Breland 
Senator RUSSELL.—The he 
senator may think so. There are lo 
vessels for sale in en ee 


entirely new ee Man of ther 
practically only hulls, with ) ne 
boilers nor fittings. If they were br 
to Australia in the hope that they n 
be repaired we should find that it 
pay us better to build entirely new 
than to touch them with a forty-foob p 
It is the desire of the Governme 

provide greater mail facilities tha: 
present possess, and. we are moving 
that eabaa es as are as. be , 


every Son finiog in the Tasman 1a 
contract. is complied with. But ws 
always insure that. In the contr 
the carriage of our over-sea mails 
not get anything better than a, fort 
‘service for some six or eight mo 
come, because suitable vessels a 
available. 


ence to the ONES of that contre 
interests, not only of Tasmania ‘ 
the Commonwealth. 


Question resolved in the. % ffi ie 
eaves Senate een at prea 


“Mr. thle on. Sir - Elliot J Soheeen) 
ea he Hehe,” ene at 11 am., and read. 


_ FACTURERS’ Comuceion 


-. TUDOR.—Has the attention of 
he Ministes fon, Trade and Customs been 


race wees et Pisbuncana' ed 
) to. the al Mr. Martyn, a Vic- 
i moved, and Mr. 
Harvester 


ect a Mies the members of the ee. 
ion should act, and not speak. He urged 
£ adoption of the German system under 
he said, 70,000 volunteers had 

een enlisted to break down strikes. The 
ests this ovenvit. Can the ‘Man- 
ister inform the House what class of goods 
js manufactured ‘by Mr. ‘Kennedy, and 
rhether the Government think it right 
1a el ROE! even before the 
anger Saati should oe to take 


- now isi eg are As Roa : 


_ Mr. GROOM.—The proposed addit ions 
were submitted to the House, | 
necessary funds were appropriated or t th 
purpose. The alteration is not an e3 
sive one, but is essential to the cony 
housing. of the staff, as well as t 
convenience of honorable members the 
selves. - , We 

Mr. Hector Towns Mentos hay 
done without it for twenty years. 

Mr. GROOM.—That is so, but the ac 
ditions will provide a a great. and T 
necessary convenience, 


PAPERS. 


ANGLO-J APANESE TREATY: Copizs 
Members. — ImprrraL Conre 
AGENDA pe 


parliaihentary Ce : 

Mr. HUGHES.—I thought that h 
been done. : 

Mr. RY AN.—Not yet. 

Mr. HUGHES.—Then I shall see tha 
it is done. 

Later: 

Mr. HUGHES.—-I have here a copy ¢ 
the Anglo-Japanese alliance and the 
Anglo-Japanese agreements of 1902, 19 5, 
1911, as well as the Anglo-J< aie de 
elaration of 1920. I move— 

That the paper be printed. 


The honorable member for Balacle 


at 
aa 


chaearmen te made in the » press that cert: t 


papers had been printed in. Canada, 
reference was also made to pine 


ree are EN Tae the ‘ay I T en 
forthwith nl them on rp table. I a 


lay them on the ane 
‘Question resolved in the afiree 


Mr: BOWDEN.—Will the | 


Minister state whether any aoeuae 0 th 


work to be done at the Imperial Con 


e ference has been prepared? — 


a is oe This 1 Then 4 is an ee 


Mr BOWDEN.-Ef it is not a secret 
“document will the Prime Minister make 
Sikh available to members of the House? 


Mr. HUGHES.—\Yes. 
the: agenda, and then lay it on the table. 
It has been obtained from the cables, 
and handed to me from my office. I 
‘eannot say whether there is any later 
pene and I give the information as I 
_ have it inyself. It is as_fol follows :— 

SUBJECTS TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE 


MEETING OF PRIME MINISTERS TO BE 
HELD IN LONDON IN JUNE, 1921. 


1, Renewal of Anglo-Japanese Allianee, 
2, Naval, Military, and Air Defence. 


'3. Arrangements for securing a common Im- — 


per ial policy in foreign affairs. 
Ws Composition of agenda and meeting place 


et Gonstitution Conferente contemplated in re-. 


‘Solution 9 of Imperial War Conference 1917. 
5, Allotment of reparation amongst various 
parts of British Empire, 


That is the agenda as Cente by 
_ Britain. As I have already said, I have 
suggested that, 
ence should discuss the question of com- 
Yunication, including wireless, between 
ihe various parts of the Empire. J lay 
we agenda on the table. 


Ordered to be printed. 


The following paper was also laid on 
ae table :— 


Public Service Act—Promotion of F. Saleeba, 
Attorney-General’s Department. 


- MILITARY COURT OF APPEAL. 


Mr. FLEMING.—I desire to ask the 


_ Assistant Minister for Defence whether, 
as reported, the Minister for Defence is 


A honk to establish a-Court of Appeal to | 
_eonsider complaints regarding injustices 
‘suffered by high officers while on active — 
If so, will the honorable gentle- 


_ service! 2 
man see that the Court will be such as. will 


ie hear complaints of the rank and file, 


“and so constituted as to give tankers a 


fighting chance of redress of BES | 
and wie i 


_ consideration for losses, 
suffered by them? 


Sir GRANVILLE RYRIE—I robe 


that I do not feel that I can sive the hon- 


i U deikie member a considered reply at this 
) Stage. 
| eertion on the sae vas. hel 


Puls 


T shall read: 


in addition, the Confer- 


‘employers ‘to 


and we will see about it at pa 


SHIPMENTS 


I therefore ask him to put his 


‘Sarvice AT ee 
INVITATION TO 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir El ot Jol 
son).—JI desire to inform — honor 
members who have not received 
fication that an imvitation has 
tended by the lay canon in cha 
St. ees Cathedral, Melbo r 
members of the oie. to atten 
ye at 4.45 p.m. on Pe er 


novi ty the Serjeant: -at- eer a 
that the necessary accommoda 
be provided. Notices have been : 
far as possible to honorable memb 
dividually, but I understand tha 
of them have not hitherto heard 
nyatter. | 
Mr. MAPHEWS.—The ra 
ister, in his endeavour to 1 
celebration of Anzac Day worth 
occasion, has asked employers 
their employees a. holiday., - 
Hehe honorable gentleman also- 
employers that the giving of this 
will not be a loyal act unlesy tl 
ployees are paid for the day? : 
Mr. HUGHES.—When 2 
give their emplo. 
holiday on Anzae Day, I do not 
auy one misunderstood me. L 
that the employers who are i 
give the holiday will read into © 
of my appeal the spirit which 
it. J shall certainly consider it no 
day if employers are merely gor 
say to their employees, “If you or 
stay away from work you need not ; 


end. i pas is ss what I me 


ee an Seno la IT am no g 
bully the people outside; it is bade 
to have to bully people inside, 


AUSTRALIAN EXPO! 
oF B Grape Fro 
ade! sab _Compnarnts FR 


aling with the question of the export to 
outh Africa of certain B grade wheat 
id flour which I brought under his 
otice some. vee cae I understand that 


injury is ee done ie fair name of 
Australia. To use a vulgarism, Aus- 
tralia’s name “stinks in the nostrils 
of the people” of South Africa, and a 
ver 

1e Minister make a statement on the 


“Mr. HUGHES. The honorable mem- 
ter brought this matter under my notice 
about a fortnight ago, and it was again 


grave situation is arising. Will the 


‘ought to my attention yesterday by the 


honorable member for Newcastle (Mr. 
Watkins). It is alleged, and I believe 
t to be true, that a very large quantity 
of wheat.and flour, which turned out to 
e unfit for bread making, was sold 
to South Africa. I am informed that it 
Portion of it was sent to Britain, 

it was condemned as unfit for 

man food, and was sold for the making 


wai so bad that the Kaffirs would not eat 


of paste for the’ use of bill stickers and 


uers. The amount represented by the 
e of the shipment I have not been 


o ascertain precisely, but, speaking 


yenerally, it: is somewhere between 
00 and £500,000. I feel very 


y about the matter, and think that. 


This 


Ree i it was not. I am Tiforned 
ha ‘St me of the flour and wheat covered 


ie, 


ee but 


cau ‘The A I a of 
nwealth must also take it up. 
‘ost eer for me to at- 


ae on which by act. 


Ae 


dantly clear, however, that hundreds o: 
thousands ~ of ln ‘worth of B oat 


best markets, and gerne to te abet 
unfit for human consumption. I submit 
—and I speak as a tyro in this matter 
that there is an implied warranty with 
flour, if not with wheat, that it is sold 
for making bread or biscuits for human 
consumption. J think that. any Court 
would hold that such an implied war 
ranty existed, unless there was clear evi 
dence that it was the practice of the trad 
to sell under other conditions. That be- 
ing so, and the matter having been 


brought officially before me, 1 make no 


apology for this comparatively long 
statement. I want only to say that I 
think it is the duty of this Government 
to see that not only the reputation and 
honour of Australia, but its material in- 
terests are safecuarded by putting the 

matter right. If it involves the payment 


of compensation, then the compensation 


must be made, and the Commonwealth 

ought to see, as far as it has power, that 

if is made ‘by. the people who are pry 
marily responsible. | : 


Dr. MALONEY.—In view of ‘state: 
ments published in the medical and mer- 
cantile press, I desire to ask the Min- 
ister for Trade and Customs whether, a 
having regard to the export of foods im-_ 
properly packed and unfit for consum 
tion, and in order to keep from reproach 
the name of Australia, and also to pre- 
vent serious illness by export of old 
tinned foods, he will bring before the 


_ Cabinet the necessity of having every tin 


enters | 


- The suggestion contained in the hono 


of food that is exported stamped by im- 


parece on the cover with the date. of 


tinning ? 

Mr. GREENE.—The Goveranen: is 
fully alive to the necessity of preservi 
Australia’s reputation in regard to foo 
stuffs which are exported. At the Pp! 
sent time action-is being taken by m) 
Department to revise the whole of the 


regulations dealing with this matter, anc 


to extend them in a number of directions. 


‘is 


is able member’s question will be taken in 


consideration in connexion therewith. 


-. exported not true to 
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Mr. JACKSON.—In view of the seri- 
ous reports from British importers regard- 
ing jams and other products obtained by 
them from Australia, will the Prime Min- 
qster, when in England, take an oppor- 
tunity to inform the British public that 
if they furnish him with definite ‘cases 
he will prosecute the Australian ex- 
porter ? 

Mr. HUGHES.—I am obliged to the 
honorable member for asking the ques- 
tion. My statement on this matter is 
misunderstood if the House and the coun- 
try think that it is only wheat and flour 
that are sent out in a way that reflects 
discredit on this country. I have had 
collected by my office a number of cases— 
not hypothetical, but actual cases—-of pro- 
ducts, manufactured and primary, in. 
which we ought to excel, and, as a matter 
of fact, do excel, having given ground 
for serious complaint. There have been 
some most glaring cases of goods being 
description or 
sample, and thus calculated to bring the 
name of Australia into disrepute and ta 
kill our trade. That is not in South 
Africa, but mainly, I think, in the East. 
One case was quite distinct from articles 
of food, having reference to a case of bolts 
and nuts. I do not know the calibre, but 
it was a matter of sending out, say, 
£ bolts and 2 nuts. Naturally, 
there was some surprise and some dissatis- 
faction amongst the people who received 
the articles, ‘but they had no. redress, 
Some of the States have taken steps to 
insure that exports are true to the sample, 
and if the States do not see to this busi- 
ness we must exercise those powers which 
are given us over exports. We must say 
that unless exports are true to sample, 
and not in any way calculated to preju- 
dice the name of Australia, they shall not 
leave the country. , 

Mr. TUDOR.—Does the Prime Minis- 
ter not think that it would be advisable 
to increase the inspectorial staff, so far as 
the products méntioned are concerned, 
and pa'y them such salaries as would make 
it impossible for private employers to come 
along and buy them out of the service, as 
in the past? i 
Mr. Huenes.—I do not know that that 
has been done. : 


_ Mr. GREENE.—TI think T can pee 
the question to the extent of saying that 


action has been taken recently by the Go-. 


» the 


vernment, with a view to making 
inspectors permanent employees. 


meat 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] _ 


de 


Exports q 


Under he old al rene she 
temporary employees, and w 
ceased to be inspectors they wen 
the work of slaughtering. As t 
had to look for jobs after leav. g 
Public Service, it was hardly likely #! 
could carry out their duties adequat 
We are taking steps to tighten 1 
whole of the arrangement with reg 
the inspection of meat, both canne 
fresh. We are appointing a nu 
veterinarians to give full value to 
tificate the world requires, and, as. 
making the meat inspectors perm: 
officers. This is only one part of w 
are attempting to do in this. con 
Mr. ft 
serious general statements which 
heard this morning, would it net 
better, under the circumstances 
tion the names of the firms 
allezed to have exported goods 
to sample, so that all ihe? firms en 
in the export trade may not be bl 
for the action of a few ‘oh 


lanka is to first get our mae 
Mr. PARKER MOLONEY. 


disquieting statements we have rd. 
true they are calculated to prin a0 
discredit on Australia. Does the Pri 
Minister not think the position ! 
enough to justify the appointme 
some kind of Committee of Inq 
order to sheet the charges home to 
culprits who are responsible? — 
Mr. HUGHES.—I certainly do. Tt 
are at present two men in Austr lis 
a South African ana the other an _ 
tralian. who has been in South Afr 
They are engaged in the wheat an 
trade; and I have asked them to put 
case before me in writing. I mus 


written statement, and the other, 
met ‘yesterday, I ‘have asked to a 
nish one. As soon as I get some ev. 


die Hak apie or 
whether it be the. ~ 
or, not. Apart from 
aspect, we simply — 


to allow the est to contint 


ur or wheat from us, for 


od jee in- 


¥ 


ad ae ae a man went to 
uth Africa from South Australia with 
e object of selling wheat, but he was 
1 ble to do so; and we cannot blame the 


re GABB The Prime Minister says 
t a man has gone from South Aus- 
BOA to South Africa in connexion with 
Ss. - Are we to, hae from 


ut as, 
in Whiden to ‘asle a nikeniel arising 
t of the answer given to a Pee 


ain a Sateen ae, the A ctpeliet 
bition. poend clearly sosting: forth the 


Mr. SPEAKER —Order! 
able member is going quite beyond the 
‘of a question. He is not entitled 

ake a statement without the leave of 
as foe: honorable member de- 


attics is will obeait from the manager 
the Australian Wheat Board a state- 

ment setting forth the exact position? 
Mr. HUGHES.—1 certainly will. I 
t think the Australian Wheat Board. 
anything to do with this sale, and T 
r re that the State ‘Wheat. Board 
oncerned in it either. However, I will 
; ‘Manager of the usteatian: Wheat 
_ to make a statement so. hat pelt 

it may oe set ate rest. 


. Canberra. 


The el 


hardly fair. 


Minisee ee eA, ‘inform | 


House: Md the Commission. is i 


the. requirements “of the Shee i 


FEDERAL CAPITAL. 


that a devueon a pated AV race iee 
waited on the Prime Minister yesterday 
in order to place obstacles in the way 
moving the Seat of Government 
Seeing that no names a 
given in the press, can the Prime Minist 
inform the House whether the honorable 
members who waited on him were afraid 
or ashamed to have their names kee 


lished ? 


Mr. HUGHES.-That is a oe Oi 
cannot very well answer. LPeople come 
to me in my room—it is almost like 
confessional—and_ tell me all sorts o 
things. Of course, I never say a word 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 


Dr. MALONEY.—I rise to se, a 
personal explanation. Yesterday the hon- 
orable member for Zlerbert (Mr. Bam- : 
ford) did something which I thought was 
He courteously told me. 
during the afternoon that he intended to 
speak on a certain matter with which my 
name was connected. I appreciated that 
- courtesy, and said that I would be pr 
sent when he spoke. Later he informed 
me that he did not intend to speak on the 
subject during the sitting. While I was 
speaking in the grievance debate, and was 


perhaps rather heated because of the in- 


terest I had in the subject with which 


I was dealing, I received from the honor- 


able member a note saying that he had 
again altered his intention, and would ‘ 
follow me. I considered his action u 
fair, and I used the word “‘ trick,’? which 
should not be used in relation to friend 

I value the friendship of my old asso- 
ciate too much to have it disturbed by 
harsh word spoken in a moment of ex 
citement. As the honorable member hai 


; _ earliest, nanercuniy of reading my ae 


yer’s reply to it. Then, I think, my old 


Me ae will oes that we are level.” i 


Mr. BAMFORD.—I, too, wish to aa 
a personal explanation, which is the first 


I have made in this House. The Trea- 
surer (Sir Joseph Cook) is. entirely to 
blame for the little contretemps which oc- 
curred yesterday. He desired that the 
grievance debate should cease at a certain 
time, so that the debate on the Imperial 
Conference might be resumed. For that 
reason I decided not to speak, and so in- 
formed the honorable member for Mel- 
bourne (Dr. Maloney). However, there 
were so many speakers on the Opposition 
side, as there generally are, that the Trea- 
surer subsequently informed me that the 
debate would be allowed to continue until 
the dinner hour. As I was anxious to 
deal with a certain matter, I decided to 
speak, and advised the honorable member 
for Melbourne accordingly. When I first 
told him that I did not intend to speak 
during that debate, I was not aware that 
he proposed to address the House. My 
conscience is absolutely clear. 

Mr. ANSTEY.—I rise to join in this 
kissing chorus that is being indulged in 
by other honorable members. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son ).—Order! 


Mr. ANSTEY.—I wish to make a per- 
sonal explanation in regard to something 
that happened last night. While I was 
speaking I was subjected to a volley of in- 
terjections, which you know, sir, are en- 
tirely disorderly, and from which you 
would have protected me had you been 
in the chair. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! That is a 
reflection on the Deputy Speaker. 


Mr. ANSTEY.—I have no desire to 
reflect upon the Deputy Speaker, who, I 
feel sure, was so interested in my speech 
that he was unable to hear the interjec- 
tions. Amongst them was one from the 
honorable member for Wentworth (Mr. 
Marks), to which I replied, but not in 
my usual courteous manner. I under- 
stand that the honorable member feels 
agerieved by what I said. It was not 
my intention to injure his feelings, but 
if the honorable member has the courage 
to. come into the corridor I will explain 
to him the incident in a manner that 
will heal any breach that has been 
created. 


Mt. MARKS. am obliged ‘te the 
honorable member-for Bourke for hav- 
ing made this explanation. 


me and oftered an apology which I 


.. bers.” 


ai as a farce. ‘Ande v . 
mind honorable members that ap 
sonal explanation must have some ref 


ence to a matter in regard to which a) 


honorable member may have been mis 
understood. or misrepresented. If tha 
is the purpose of the honorable membe 
for Wentworth, he will be in order 
speaking, but he will not be in order 
continuing an irregular debate in ‘pur. 
suance of a matter that has been ral 
by way of personal explanation. | 
Mr. MARKS.—I desire, by way ee 
personal explanation, to refer to some- | 
thing that was said in the House last 
night. While the honorable member was 
speaking in regard to Naval defence, — a 
interjected that Australia should do her 
share. The honorable member for: 
Bourke took up the word “share” and 
gave it such an inflection as to impl 
that I speak with what is commonl 
called “side.” I leave honorable mer 
bers to draw their own, conclusions ast 
whether I do talk in that way. But, in 
fairness to the honorable member a ; 
Bourke, I wish to say that he came 


cepted, and my reply was that if the 
honorable’ member would come out 


on the bowling green, I would deal % 
him in the manner which he deserved. 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 
PRESENTATION TO THE PrruE Mintsr 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot John- 
son).—I have received from the non- 
orable member for Batman (Mr. ~ 
Brennan) an intimation that he: ‘pro- 
poses to move the adjournment of the 
House in order to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importane 
namely—“ The action of the right 
honorable the Prime Minister in accept- — 
ee an honorarium other than a 


vices Vyatdered in his official: “caper 
and the fact of members of the Gove 
ment having declined to supply informa- 
tion relating thereto to honorable mex 


Five honorable members having 
m their places, 3 
Question proposed. 


| which the oe aR Paenitied ae Bat- 
man desires to discuss is not a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, and 
that there is nothing in the Standing 
Orders which in any way derogates from 
your discretion as to the acceptance of a 
_ motion of this kind. I know that it 
has been said sometimes by Mr. Speaker 
that the fact of five honorable members 
rising in their places to signify acquies- 
'eence in a motion determines the 

point of urgency and public 2a el sae 
But the mere rising of five members can- 
not take from you, sir, the discretionary 
‘power that is reposed in you by all the 
rules of Parliament. Therefore, in view 
of all the circumstances and having re- 
_ gard to the fact that a period has been 
_ put to another important debate, I ask 
whether you should permit a discussion on 
a motion of this kind. The House has 
a already put a period to that other debate, 


the subject. which has been brought for- 
ward by the honorable member for Bat- 
man, and here is a motion intruded to 
‘interfere. with the other debate and to 
prevent the House from carrying out the 
arrangement which has been definitely 
made. Apart from that, I call attention 
to standing order 38, which governs this 
-procedure— ea’ : 

No motion for the: Pilsastintent of the Honse 
shall be made except by a Minister of the 


Crown, unless a member, after petitions have 
_ been presented and notices of questions. and 
day is called on, rising in his place, shall pro- 
pose to move the adjournment for the purpose 
of discussing a definite matter of urgent public 

importance (which he shall then state and hand 
in in writing to the Speaker), and unless five 
_ members shall thereupon rise in their places, 

as indicating approval of the proposed discus. 
The member proposing the motion for 
adjournment shall not be allowed to address 
the House on such motion until the Speaker 
shall have ascertained that five members ap- 
ove of the proposed motion. 


is clear that the rising of five members 
dicates merely that they approve of the 
‘oposed discussion. They do not deter- 
e whether or not the discussion shall 


in Be ‘Chair. 


are agreeable — that the discussion 
d een Their action does not re- 


5 Officer. "That ek 


which is of much more importance than 


I submit that your ruling 


‘motions given, and before the business of the 


The five members simply 
ate that so far as they are concerned 


_ keep to his apomn of order ? 


Prime Mini ster. ie, 


aie Ses 


is so is made perfectly clear iy the Mou if 
lowing passage in May, page 241:—- 
A matter submitted to the House in pursu- — 

ance of this standing order which fails to obtain 
the requisite support cannot during the same _ 
session be again brought forward in the same 
manner; nor can more than one such motion for 
adjournment be made during the same sitting 
of the House. Though the responsibility of 
bringing forward a matter, as a matter of 
urgency, rests with the member who desires to 
exercise the right given by the standing order, 
still there must be some colour of urgeney 
in the proposal; and the Speaker has declined 
to submit a motion for adjournment to the 
House because, in his opinion, the subject to be — 
brought forward was not a “ definite mt hee of is 
urgent public importance.’ ane 
I submit that with that clear siatoniene ae 
of the practice of the House of Commons, ~ 
together with our own standing order rite 
which limits the right of members to a 
mere expression of approval of the mo 
tion proposed, but in no way disturbs the 
discretion of the Chair, you, sir, should 
say whether or not, in your opinion, this — 
matter is a definite one of urgent im- 
portance which cannot await discussion at _ 
the proper time. I ask for this ruling 
particularly in view of the fact that itis — 
sought to intrude this motion into an-— 
other debate, and that that course of — 
action must take away from the time _ 
allowed to honorable members for the dis- — 

cussion of the more important subject. 
should be — 
guided sby the consideration of what is — 


clearly in the interests of members of this Die 


House. and, above all, that it should in- 
cline dont oe greater freedom of debates 
and not to Bg es | 


Mr. Brennan.—ls this a 6 hone wee 
to burke discussion on the toe | 

Sir Josepn Coox.—I would like tes 
appeal to the honorable member’s sense 
of fair play, to withdraw the motion. 


Mr. Brennan.—lIf the Treasurer ia 
any appreciation of fair play he would 
allow the motion to be discussed. 


Sir JoserpH Coox.—We are sending 
the Prime Minister as our delegate te 
the Imperial Conference, and is it quite 
fair that, on the eve of his departure— 


Mr. Anstry.—I rise to a point 0 
order. This is a “‘ stone -wall.’’ 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Order ! 


‘Str JosepH Coox.—I neither wan 
to ‘‘ stone-wall ’’ nor to do anything else 
that will restrict fair debate. ie 

'Mr. Ryan.—Well, will the Treasurer 


Sir Joszepn Coox.—I will. 
Honorable members interjecting, 
‘ Mr. SPEAKER.—Order ! 

able members will not obey the Chair, I 
shall have to take the step of naming the 
- next offender in that direction. 

Sir Joserpa Coox.—I have | stated 
_ way point of order, and will only add that 


nothing is further from my thoughts than - 


to waste the time of the House. I have 
taken this present course of action feeling 
_ that, surrounded as honorable members 
are by the circumstances attaching to the 
other discussion, this kind of procedure 
should not be permitted by the Presiding 
Officer. A 

Mr. Tupor.—On the 5th November 
last. year you, Mr. Speaker, ‘when a simi- 
lar point was raised—also by the Trea- 
surer—ruled very distinctly and em- 
phatically that the procedure was in 
order. With respect to the argument 
raised by the right honorable gentleman 
concerning the fact of a definite time 
limit having been fixed for the taking of 
a certain vote, any agreement which has 
been entered into will be honoured by 
honorable members on this side. 

Mr. Parker Motoney.—But there was 
no agreement. We were “‘gagged.’’ 

Mr. Tupor.—lIs that so? I was absent 
at the time, and have apparently been 


ny misinformed’ of the exact circumstances. 


Mr. Greene.—The very fact that Mr. 
_ Speaker ruled, on the occasion indicated 
by: the honorable member, that the mat- 


ter then arising was a question of 
urgency: 
Mr. Tupor.—I appreciate the point 


sought to be made by the interjéction, 
but upon the question of urgency I main- 
tain that it is a thousand times better, 
and in the best interests of the Prime 
Minister himself, that the honorable 
member for Boren (Mr. Brennan) 


should have introduced his motion while ~ 


the right honorable gentleman is in at- 


'tendance, rather than that he should have | 


waited until after the Prime Minister’s 
departure. If the honorable member for 
Batman, or any other honorable member 
on this side, were to wait until the Prime 
Minister had left for the Imperial Con- 
ference, his action would be. strongly 


denounced, and he would be accused of 
having deliberately delayed until’ the 


: tie Minister’s back was turned. © 
Mr. Corssr.—But why did not the hon- 


- orable member 


Tf honor- 


House last year, because the Prime ] 
‘ter returned from the presentatu 
-monial in Sydney on the very day 


introduce the matter 
before? Tye | a a 


Mr. Tunor.—This House 
ce a ieee fied a Me 


journment of the House ne ‘tee 
under review; and there was ae 


adjournment. At that time doubts w 
expressed in the press concerning wh 

the gratuity to the Prime Minis 
not involve an invasion of cons 
limitations. Ido not propose t 
the time which may be devoted 
cussion either of this point of orde: 
the urgent seul ait or of the Bigs. ay 


dite shea now, ae that BS 
member for Batman, therefore, 
right to proceed, 

Mr. SPEAKER.—In reply 
Treasurer’s (Sir Joseph Cook) 
order, and answering, first, that - 
his argument in support thereof w 
to do with the i of hic 


may take place in the interval 
House has fixed a time for the 
taken. If the House chooses 


the business which has been interru: 
be temporarily set aside, such a 


sion then proveeding, ¢ and put the 
the House. 


discussion, souks Mr. Speaker, 

Mr. SPEAKER. —That is pr. 
but it is a matter for the Ho 
And at the time which has be 
namely, at a quarter to four th 
noon, the business at that mome 
the. ony ee Peers: by 


ing Be the ¥ vote. With ee Ti 


ae 
ne aa point out 


een given on this very 


point on more than one occasion by dif- 
vent, Speakers which »have determined 

ur practice. As an example, Hansard, 

nm its record of the debate of 20th August, 

te 1915° (page 6008), states that the honor- 


Ta aised a point of Neder concerning whe- 
Ara Motion which had been. introduced 


he ‘Standing Orders ishanide that if @ Cer 


a ne number of honorable members rise in 
places to support the honorable member 
desires to move the adjournment of the 

ouse to discuss a> subject of urgent public 
mportance, that of itself constitutes a sufii- 
lent end of paeney I have no!  diseretion. 


Tha : decision is 
cs 


a es ta. hala the motion for the 
eci: adjournment of the House in 
discuss a. definite matter of urgent 
importance. 


ut rulings Have nal eas in the House 
‘a hie oe the fact . rae mem- 


mpartane ane) the aeetion of its 


In our Standing Orders the 

- Honorable members of 

Baus when rising in support of 
, motion, therefore, take the respon- 
7 of declaring that, in their opinion, 


aera of the motion is both. 
ena our t estab- 


means to ae nae debate one ! 
ever, a 1 Speck of the — 


ti, hor 


an accordance aa 
larger 
more than a due measure—if he 


rehearsed eee sg 
dent which I am now ee 
have considered by the House arose la 
year at the close of our sittings. : 
the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tud th 
has rightly pointed out, it was only on 
the very day when this ‘House. adjourned A 
that the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughe 


returned from Sydney after receiving the 


Aes the et hen of which Tama k 


naked: bit he ead have - done ee 
and the House a greater measure of jus- 
tice and would have extended to m 
meed of courtesy—though | ne 
had 
given a candid reply to a question havin 
to do with a very delicate and, I sub. 
mit, a very important matter of publi 
interest. It is important historically, 
and is also of present immediate import- 
ance, 

The origin and genesis of this had 
matter is referred to in the Sydney Morn- 


ing Herald of Thursday, 25th N ovembe r 
i. am bound tO 


1920, under the heading “ People’ s Upp 
bute to Prime Minister ir and. we. are 
therein informed :— ae 

The public tribute last night in oe $ ‘Hal 


_.to the Prime Minister (Mr. W, M. Hughes) i 


recognition of his signal services to his country 


table was strikingly expressed, not only in 


generous sense pecuniarily, but also” in the 


crowded audience. 


And, taking this report for the time ‘hele zg 
as fairly accurate—although I mee n 
intention nor the time to read it a 
length—it is recorded that a ae ie 


both in Australia and in London for 
sum amounting to over £25,000. It is 
further stated that Alderman: Ee ne 


Thomas Hughes, M. L.C., Mr. J. C. Watson, Se 
G. F. Earp, M.L.C., Mr. David Storey, M.L.C. 


Sir Arthur Rickard, Senator Duncan, Brigadier 


M Orava Ae Senator Pratten, Mr. R. 


i Farrar, oe re Senato 
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Josiah Thomas, Mr. P. T. Taylor, M-L.C., Mr. 
OQ. C, Beale, Mr. William Vicars, Mr. Lee, 
M.L.A,. Major Marr, M.P., Colonel Waunliss 
(Victoria), and Mr. EH. E. Collins. 


Mr ConsipiInE.—Who are all these 
pecple? e 
Mr. BRENNAN.—They are distin- 


guished persons. They include people 
having interests in the business world, 
and they embrace those—I am led to be- 
Jieve—who may safely and not unjustly 
be presumed to have had something more 
than an academic interest in legislation 
passed through this House publicly, 
as well as in certain secret regulations 
passed from time to time by this Go- 
vernment. But I am bound to say that 
there does not seem to be, among these 
names, a representative -of the prole- 
tariat. I do not see that the men who 


fought the war were adequately repre-, 


sented: although it is true that many 
distinguished persons who took a hand 
in the direction of the war were well 
in evidence. On that occasion the fol- 
lowing teleeram was received from the 
Federal Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) :— 

Your colleagues regret their absence from 

meeting to-night. Send you warmest con- 
gratulations on this public recognition of 
unique services rendered to Empire, Allies 
and Commonwealth. 
It is not for me to suggest that this tele- 
eram affords any reason for the im- 
patience displayed by the right honor- 
able the Treasurer in regard to this de- 
bate. It is sometimes said of modest 
men that their right hand does not know 
what their left hand does, but it is clear, 
in regard to this Government, that 
their left hand is well apprised of what 
the right hand does, and approves of it. 
Nothing more touching than the con- 
fidence of the Treasurer in the Prime 
Minister has been known since the re- 
corded submission of Mr. Spenlaw to the 
indescribable Mr. Jorkins. 

The telegram in which the Treasurer 
expressly puts on record his opinion 
that this testimonial was 
recognition of unique services rendered 
to the Commonwealth leads me 
to point to the terms of the Constitu- 
tion relevant to the matter. Section 45 
of the Constitution Act says— 


If a senator or member of the House of Re- 
presentatives— 


(i) becomes subject. to any of the dis- 


abilities mentioned in the last pre- 
ceding section; or 


f 


[REPRESENTATIVES.} 


a public 


(Formal) : 


(ii) takes the benefit, whether by assign 
ment, composition, or otherwise, or 
any. law relating to bankrape, TOR. 
insolvent debtors; or 

(iii) directly or indirectly takes or agr 

to take any fee or honorarium for 
services grendered to the Common- 
wealth, or for services rendered in 
the Parliament to any pee or 
State ; 


his place shall thereupon beceree, vacant. " 


As I said a moment ago, this matter 
of great historical interest. It was in 
the debates of the 1891 Convention thai 
the first part of paragraph ili. was 
adopted, and probably the Prime Min- 


ister, if he deigns to make any 
reply, may seek to pomt ow 
that Mr. Carruthers, who raised the 


question, seemed to direct his mind mor 
particularly to the fact that, while othe 
general contractors with the Common- 
wealth were disqualified from occupying 
seats in Parliament, there was one ex- 
ception in the case of counsel who we 
still to be permitted to accept briefs from 
the Commonwealth and to argue for a 
honorarium. the public questions in ¢U} 
port, it may be hoped, of the publie 
terest. Mr. Carruthers addressed himsel 
particularly to that aspect of the ease 
against the privileges of learned counse 
Sir Edmund Barton took a contrary view 
and a very interesting discussion fol 
lowed. However, the first part of pars 
graph iil, namely, “ directly or indiree 
takes or agrees to take any fee or honor- 
arium for services rendered to the Com. 
monwealth ” was adopted by that Conver 
tion. The latter part of the paragraph, 
namely, “or for services rendered in th 
Parliament to any person or State,” was 
inserted at the 1898 Convention on an 
amendment moved by Sir George Reid, 
and completed the paragraph as it stan 
to-day. It may be said that in regar 
to the first part of the paragraph, which 
I suggest relates particularly to the 
matter now under discussion, have the 
persons who first moved in the directior 
oe ee it in the Constitution: dic 


ing, but the Prime Minister ey a 
doubt, be familiar with that well-know 
rule of construction that where 
language of the Statute is clear : 
unambiguous, those whose business 


7 provision inserted, nor their 
“nor the language employed in 
The resultant terms being 


| ineaning on Bie English. 

do not accept the responsibility at 

ent of expressing a legal opinion on 
e atter, owe L ee maintain ant as such 


| Delia: to, and by, judicial 

s, namely, that they must not 
free from bias, but also be free 
mm the suspicion of bias. I suggest 
“es that: both the letter and the 
of the Constitution enjoin the 
care and freedom from equivoca- 

1 matter nee this kind, beeause. i 


Po | in our Beblia ae 
d the names of many who tee 
iderly sensitive in regard to any- 
touching the purity of public 


y to reflect upon Shenisolrea an 
show the attitude of at 
re eee ee man in 


committee of gen temen whe 
make him just such a testi- 
was made in this case to the 

The re note 


“a ing citizens of i Syiney proposed 
cae 4 with ; 


en. | Gut adlic 
tkes: declined abe: 


My Dear Sir,—When you and Mr. Mc 
waited upon me in the early part of last wee 
to ascertain whether it would be agreeable 


to publicly mark my depar ture: thon the colo 

I stated in reply that I had no wish to subj 
my friends to the trouble of any public mov 
ment on my behalf, and when it was further 
urged that in all probability steps of the kind 
would be‘taken ir respective of my wishes in the 
matter, I’ added in substance that in view of 
any such course, I could express no opinion, 
but leave the event to shape itself. 

Having endeavoured to express my feelings 
to this effect, it is with much reluctance that 
I am now constrained to interfere with the 
movement which has been set on foot in my 
favour. But it never occurred to me in the aie 
instance that any such movement would assume | 
the form of a pecuniary testimonial. “ 

After carefully considering the proposal - of ie 
my friends, as now presented to the public, ot 
feel it incumbent upon me to state that 1 must 
respectfully decline to accept the “intended 
honor.’ Occupying the high place of first Min- 
ister in the Government of the country, it is 
clearly my duty, as far as lies in my power, to 


preserve my public position from personal en- 


tanglements which at the present or some 
future time might be made the ground of Te- 
proach or suspicion. Calumny is on all occa- 
sions sutiiciently busy in misrepresenting the 
actions of men intrusted with pewer, and where 
the choice is within my own hands I must 
choose to hold myself entirely free to act, if 
necessary, against the interests of individuals 
who may be my political friends. It is a mat- 
ter of principle, which appears the plainer the 
more it is examined. I could not reconcile the 


_ acceptance of a gift of money from the public 


with any sense of propriety ‘and obligation | as 
the occupant+of a high political office, — Ae 
I beg you to accept yourself, and to convey to 
the other members of the Committee, my grate 
ful acknowledgments of the generous _inten- 
tions entertained on my behalf. Be aSsured 
that nothing more ‘is needed to satisfy me that 
my public conduct. has been too indulgently 


recognised. sttBS 


All I ask, in conelnsion, is that I may be. per- 
mitted to leave you for a short time without 
any recommendation to strangers except such 
as may be fairly drawn from my serv ices i = 
adopted country. | i 


(adie: _HENRY PARKES. 


Mr. Hices.—It is only fair. to | 
Prime Minister to say that he pays his 
way, whereas Sir Henry Parkes went, : 
solvent for over £100,000. 


Mr. BRENN AN.—I take no. 
while discussing a matter in the proce 
ings of those who would disparage th 
dead, Be ee the sae d 
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Mr. yaren Lamonp.—The disparage. 
ment in the honorable member’s case is 
of the distinguished living. 

Mr. BRENNAN.—I am only sorry 
that so able and distinguished a gentle- 
man as the Prime Minister should have 
in the honorable member for Illawarra so 
cheap and persistent claquer. 

Tt do not intend to entrench unduly 
upon the time at our disposal. Honor- 
able members opposite, including the 
Prime Minister himself, may «© think 
what they will of my action. They will 
“probably think ill of it, and if they do it 
will not be the first time they have done 
so. But I can take the flattering unction 
to myself that there has never been an 
oceasion when [I have spoken in this Par- 
liament—except when, perhaps, I have 
been indulging in a little airy persiflage 
by way of “obvious jest—that I have not 
‘spoken from a more or less compelling 
sense of public duty. I do that to-day. 
I tell the Prime Minister that I speak in 
‘no spirit of unfriendliness to him. This 
subject, which engaged the thought of the 
great framers of our Constitution, is 
worth reconsideration to-day. And, seeing 
that the matter is one which may: reflect, 
although even remotely, upon the good 
name of the Commonwealth through its 
chief spokesman, it is worthy, I think, 
of a courteous statement by the Prime 
Minister. Honorable members of this 
House have bitter and unscrupulous 
enemies outside. There are individuals 
and, newspapers more than ready to as- 
perse us, and to attribute base motives. 
[ candidly admit that I reluctantly ac- 
knowledge the Prime Minister’s position. 
_ He knows that I am opposed to him, and 
would cheerfully remove him with the 
legitimate weapons of party warfare; but 
this is not one of them. 

The terms of the Constitution are clear. 
We have made out a primd facie case 
that the money received by the. Prime Min- 
ister was for services rendered in his official 
capacity to the Commonwealth of Aus- 
tralia. I acquit him of personal corrup- 
tion, but nothing more subversive of 
the ‘public interest than that groups of 
- moneyed men should get together and re- 
ward any honorable member for his con- 
duct of the business of the House or for 
anything of a public nature that he has 
done outside the House: The reasons 
_ were well stated by Sir Henry Parkes. 

It has been suggested by the Trea- 
surer that I Lp se ee in an un- 


S 
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sportsman-like way. What 

been said if I had waited unti 
honorable gentleman had lef 
shores, and then, behind his back 
submitted this motion ? Every one 
that in the short time that hai I 
since we resumed there has been ne 
portunity for the consideration — 
tion of be kind. There has been r 


ce ananties to do so, that — 
been. wasted. I have nothing fu 
add, nor have I any goo ie 0 


Bue ‘Minister and the Per 2 
fied, then nobody need be so sony 
the future.. 


ter and Attorney- lates T2, 
shall detain the House for a very 
minutes. The honorable member for 1 
man (Mr. Brennan) has occupied 
deal of his time in explaining t 
he has done he has acted fror 
sense of public duty. I leave t 
ment where it stands. I leay 


conclusions from his speech an 
tude towards me and the par 
have the honour to lead as to wl 
not he was in this case actuat 
declares, by a sense of public du 

I shalt deal with the question fr 
constitutional stand-point. The 


thing hice under section 45) 
graph (111) i: the Constitution, — 
vacating my seat. I could. 


from a layman, 7 
law are such that the average cit 
himself continually in difheultie 
trying to thread his way throu 
But the honorable gentleman ? 
ber of my own profession, — h 
shows signs of most careful pre 


his memory by foforene | to the C 
tion. He said that probably 
endeavour, by reading from 


tentions of the framers of he 
in regard. ee section 45. ci 


bea 


Presentation to 


- such an intention on my part, he said 
that, where the language was clear, the 
- Court would ignore the intentions of the 
' framers, and look only to,the plain word- 
' ing of the section. That is quite true. 
It is one of the fundamental principles 
of the interpretation of law. Let us, then, 
“look at the section and see what it says. 
That having been done, I shall then quote 
from the Convention Debates in order to 
_ show what were the intentions of the 
_- framers of it. Section 45 provides that 

if a senator or member of the House of 

Representatives — 

(iii) directly or indirectly takes or agrees 
sans - totake any fee or honorarium for ser- 
cS ee vices rendered to the Commonwealth 

: or for services rendered in the Par- 

liament to any person or State: 

his place shall thereupon become 

ae vacant, ; 

- The honorable member says the intention 

of the section is so clearly expressed as to 
Jeave no room for doubt as to what it 


presentation of a testimonial by citizens 
of the Commonwealth to a member of 
Parliament, and that the act of receiving 
a testimonial is in itself sufficient to sub- 
ject a member to the penalties of para- 
graph iii of section 45. The honorable 
- member’s interpretation of the section 1s 
"se entirely wrong that it will not bear 
examination for a moment. 
_ The paragraph forbids two things— 
(1) the taking of a “‘fee or honorarium 
for services rendered to the -Common- 
' wealth”; and (2), the taking of a 
fee or honorarium ‘‘for services ren- 
dered in the Parliament to any person 
“® or State”’. The first part ofthe para- 
graph, dealing with the taking of a “fee 
or honorarium for services rendered to 
the Commonwealth,’ refers not to the 
receipt of fees for work done for any 
 ¢itizen or any number of citizens of Aus- 
_ tralia, but to fees received from the Com- 
-monwealth for work done for the Com- 
monwealth as a constitutional entity. 
‘It refers in particular to payment 
received for Crown briefs, or to pay- 
ment by the Commonwealth for work 
done for the Commonwealth. The hon- 
_ ‘orable member has so twisted the word 
“Commonwealth” as to make it appea 
_ that the word used in the section is 
_. synonymous with the people of Aus- 
tralia, or any section of them. It is 
abundantly clear that this is not the 
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_ means. He contends that it applies to the . 
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intention, either obvious or implied, 
of the section. The “ Commonwealth ” 


‘means the Commonwealth Government or 


the Commonwealth as a constitutional , 
entity. That and nothing more. 


The second part of the paragraph re- 
fers to the taking of any fee or honor- 
arium “for services rendered in the Par- 
liament,” which means the Parliament of — 
the Commonwealth. The plain and obvi- 
ous intention of the section is to prevent 


a member of this Parliament from taking 


a fee from the Government for work done — 
in the Parliament or outside in his capa- 
city as a member of Parliament. I 
would not even like to say that the para~ 
graph goes so far as to prevent the: 
Attorney-General taking a fee. It prob- 
ably does; yet honorable members know ~ 
that it is a very common. practice in- 


some of the States for the Attorney-Gene- 


ral to take fees. The honorable member 
for Batman knows very well that I have 
never taken a fee or honorarium in that, 
capacity. These, then, are the obvious 
intentions of section 45. These are the 
acts at which the provision was aimed. 
The intention of the section is not con- 
fined, as is the case in some States, to 
Ministers only, but extends to all mem- 
bers of Parliament. It has reference to 
a state of things which existed at the 
time of the framing of the Constitution, 
and in some State Parliaments exists 
now, where a man, who was a servant of: 
the Crown, might yet receive an honor- 
arium for doing work for the State of 
which he was already the servant. No 
doubt such a fee might influence a man’s 
vote. Mr. Carruthers—Sir Joseph Car- 
ruthers as he now is—-when moving the 
insertion of the section at the Adelaide 
sittings of the Convention in 1907, said, . 
as reported at page 1034 of the Conven- 
tion Debates— 

This will practically bring the Commonwealth — 
law into line with the law that holds good m © 
Victoria. I understand that there not only is 
a contractor debarred, but no person can accept 
a fee or honorarium. As I pointed out the other 
night, I see no reason why lawyers or profes- 
sional men should be in a better position than 
other members of the community. There is 
just as much likelihood for abuse to creep In if 
you allow them to accept fees or honorariums 
as there is in the payment of contractors. 4 
only desire that in a matter of this kind, if 
we legislate against contractors, newspaper pro- 
prietors, merchants, and ordinary tradespeople, 
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we should also legislate against any member of © 


a privileged profession from doing that which 
is admitted to be wrong in others. I will say 


nothing about corruption; but if there be a 
‘principle in the matter, and it is a good prin-— 


ciple in one case, it is eae good in the 
other, 

Sir George Reid, speaking in the Federal 

Convention, held in Melbourne in 1898, 
moved an amendment to insert in the sec- 

tion ‘‘or for work done or services ren- 


dered in Parliament for or on behalf of 


any other person.” He said— 

- I do not suppose.it happens in the colonies— 
at any, rate, I know of no such case—but it has 
been stated that members of Parliament, even 
in the colonies, have accepted payment for put- 
ting Bills through the Houses. As I have said, 
-I have never known of a case of the sort, but 
it is quite possible such things have happened. 
We do not wish such a condition of affairs to 
arise. If we disqualify a man for performing 


service for the Commonwealth for payment, it. 


is equally important that he should be dis- 
qualified for accepting fees for work done in 
the legislative body. Under the latter circum- 
stance, the member works under false pre- 
tences. He appears to work in the public in- 
terest, when really he is accepting payment for 


putting measures through the Legislature.’ 


The intention of the section then is per- 
fectly clear on the face of it; and it sets 
out what the framers of the Constitution 
as expressed in their speeches obviously 
desired. 


I invite the honorable member (Mr. 
_ Brennan), who professes to take the live- 
Hest interest in upholding the honour of 
this Parliament, to take the case to the 
only place where it can be definitely de- 
termined. J. am amazed that he 
has so long delayed doing what he now 
_ asserts he does from a keen‘sense of public 
duty—I am amazed that he has so long 
allowed the honour of his country, and 
of the first Legislature of his country, to 
rest under this imputation. I invite him 


to ask the High Court of Australia to say 


whether I, whom he describes’ as the cus- 
todian of the honour of Parliament, and 
as the principal offender, have "been 
guilty of violating the Constitution and 
the honour of this Parliament, which I 
have sworn to uphold. I invite the hon- 
orable member and all those who say that 
under section 45, or any other section of 
the Constitution, I have done that which 
is improper by receiving this testimonial, 
to take the matter to the High Court. The 
honorable member says that he takes this 
‘action from a keen sense of public duty. 
Mr. iH be at 6 
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- received jewels, or something that 


as myself, and offered by their 


‘and approval, 


(Forwal) 


T have been longer in polities? “ae 
Does he say that an honorarium 


Suppose: that, satel of a cheque, 


converted into money, would that 


to the other? It happened to me inv! 
joni Wales in, I think, 1899, ti 


time.) 1 invite A aeeahde need 
I invite the honorable member f 
man, in spite of all that has come 
gone, and of what has been said t 
ta come to my house, where they m 
dozens of testimonials, pieces of plate 
other articles of value, that I hay 
ceived from trade unions, and from 
former constituents. Does he say I m 
take testimonials, money, or thing 
can be converted ‘into money or article: 
intrinsic value from trade unions + 
my former supporters in the 
party with impunity, but that 


Bourke (Mr, tev a wrong, I 
that once in his career the trades 
enabled him to take a trip—provic 
money for it. Does any one who 
the honorable member igs! for a bi 


part £6 receive the ional Se 
Mr. Anstry.—But I did not ee, 
Mr. SPEAKER.—The time” 
Prime Minister has expired. — 


to continue my speech. / ‘ 
Leave granted. 
Mr. HUGHES.—The hence 
ber for Batman has sought to sh 
other men, relatively in the same pos 


citizens some expression of their 0 
have spurned a 


I thrice presented him a kingly cro’ 
Which he did thrice refuse. 


The honorable member says 
late Sir Henry Parkes 
megan Li Ws Fina 


7 Migs I was 
. a and know that sae Henry Batios 


tes ee It is true that I haa: thao 
us izled out in this honorable House, com- 
sed. Of 1 men es eminent haba “whose 


‘me as Pile recipient of this muna cont 
mark of their appreciation? I wish 
could congratulate every one of my hon- 
orable friends in this* House on having re- 
seived a testimonial; if they had, I should 


1ever have said, “ You ought noe to have 


ken it.” No man has endeavoured to 
erve his country more faithfully than I. 


ether I have succeeded is a matter of 


nion; but we must remember that it is 

ly five years or less ago that the honor- 
ble member for Batman would have been 
the first to say that I had served my 
country well. He and I have differed, 
md on a point that has really nothing 
¢ do with the principles that underlie 
the Labour movement or politics. He 
Knows there is a gap between him and me 
th neither time nor even . Providence can 


eo eat 
ou nk .to.. be right. I have never 


As member. is sincere. “I have op- 


im, and he me; but I have never 
hin that he is. mot sincere, because L 


lieve that he i e is; and he. should give me 
eredit f r being, at least, as sincere as 
lf I took testimonials when I was 

Ha honorable gentleman—when 

Sips ee as the Leader 


ae were in the ae 


on that eventful nee Aglare 


~ the 
- me, 


“I have done what 


that a former 


. money if thoy like, of a man ‘owas 


opinion, has served his country well? 
ama poor man. I have given, not like 
some men the fag-end of my life, but m 
whole life, to ay country. ga) 


far more money 
lament than in it. 


"appreciation of my services, 
did so. 


I stand here now and — 


money my fellow-citizens — 

I am now, as : 
a man who will take his own line, though 
a thousand may say to me, “ Do this, * On 
“Do that.” No body.of men better ‘th: 
honorable members on the other side know 
that that was my way from the beginning; 
that it is now, and will be my way to” tog 
end. 


Mr. BAMFORD (Herbert) [12. 42] — 
With a certain amount of — dr 
dence I follow the Prime Minister (Mr 
Hughes) on this question, but I wish t 
recall some incidents to honorable mem- 
bers opposite. I submit that there is no 
difference between a presentation in mone 


and a presentation in kind. I was the first 


recipient of a presentation in this Parlia 
ment. The chain I wear—not the watch, 
that is elsewhere—was given to me for 
services I had rendered to the Labour 
party up to that time. The then Leader 
of the Labour party, Mr. Christopher 
Watson, had a valuable presentation made 
to him, and so had the ex-High | Ce 
sioner, Mr. Fisher, these being © 
kind, not in money. I now come 
to an event which is retained i 
my memory because of my association 
with it. I wish to contrast the action 
Opposition of the party which now sits | 


the party now in Gunosiion The han 
able member for Maranoa (Mr. Jaz 
Page) and the honorable member — 
Yarra (Mr. Tudor) will 

member tor 

dié, 

a newspaper there 


eee a 
sentation of £400. ¥ 


On that 


thug ‘Cpncsiens no one 
accusation of impropriety 


against 4 
honorable member. 


My association wi 


Aa that event is ieee I teks empha 
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i De Sie “i boueht SE number of Mel. 


_ bourne newspapers, which contained an 


account of the presentation, and sent them 
to constituents in my electorate. It was 
“bread cast upon the waters” that never 


returned; and the result fixed the event 


in my mind. There have been so many 
instances of the kind, not only here but 
elsewhere, that’ I wonder the honorable 
member for Batman (Mr. Brennan) 
should have brought the present case be- 
fore the House. Something was said yes- 
terday by an honorable member about 
“playing the game.” I certainly do not 


‘think the action taken this’ ‘morning is 


“ playing the game,” for, to my mind, it is 
not compatible with the dignity of the 
honorable member for Batman, or with 


the dignity of the House, that a mat 


y ter of the 


kind should be discussed. 
I.rose merely to relate my own experi- 
ence in this connexion. Of course the 
value of the present I received was Very 


insignificant in comparison with that 


a good deal, 


at night. 


which is under discussion to-day. I thank 


the Prime Minister and the honorable 


member for Yarra for their instrumen- 
tality in getting that little tribute for 
me. - was. certainly taxed about it 


worse, I was robbed when standing on 
the back of the tram on my way home 
Several people asked: me what 


brand of liquor I had been drinking, but 


that my misfortune was not accounted 


for in that way was proved by the fact 


at St. Kilda. 


that on the following day Sir George 


Turner was treated in the same manner, 


when proceeding to open a bowling green 
7 Presentations of the sort 
under discussion are quite common oc- 
eurrences, and it seems to me that the 
head and front of the Prime Muinister’s 
offending was the largeness of the 
amount he received. I can only add that 
if I were offered £25,000, or even any 
smaller amount, as recognition of my 


public service, I would accept it grate- 


fully. 
Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [19.47].— 


No honorable member who takes an im- 


partial view of this matter will think 


that the honorable member for Batman 


(Mr. 
thing other than the highest sense of. 
duty in bringing this matter before. the. 


ae House. hed, who listened to Die 


Brennan) was actuated by any- 
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ber a Batman eka me if 


and to make matters. 


Huckiny milist held that opinio 
have been quite unnecessary for tl 
able member to take the course 
taken if replies had been vou 


vedierdan of both the ae 
and the Treasurer. The — 
simply answered “No.” 


to take the matter to the Hig 
and what ae could I a 


passa that is not what i iC 
member! for Batman asked him. 
ease, he could have given yes 
same answer as he gave this 
but he replied wath a curt : 


rattan of the arene eesioe to th 
Minister. hag been much 
amongst the public and im th 
There is no honorable membre 
would wilfully make any sug 


formation, heeaee: as he Be | 
facte case was made out by t. 
sent by the Treasurer (Sir To: 
to the Prime Minister in Sydi ey 
time the presentation was made. | 
telegram the Treasurer offered’ 
gratulations of his colleagu 
Prime erect on ie ee 


to the sal Nee | 
Mr. Hueurs.—The meal 
paid by the Commonwealth. — 
Mr. RYAN. —I am not suggestir 
it was, I do not wish to enter 


strict wording of the CaaE 
a way as to disqualify the Pz 
ister from holding a seat in thig 


terest to the people to aoe 
from which presentations come te 
able members, particularly the 
hold maine! SS rh 


YAN. oe. is Tater to find 


ee were the contributors, but we 


RYAN. —TI am not sugvesting that 
ime Minister should say one word 
more than he has said. That is entirely 
; iter for his judgment. But it is of 
interest to the public to know who 
nors were, because the impression 
as got abroad that the presentation came 
_ from very wealthy sources. As the honor- 
able member for Batman said, amongst 
ean on the occasion of he Ee 


oak ae 

te RYAN. ¢ Nobody would be so 
oolish as to suggest that the money came 
: Commonwealth Treasury, but 
an impression abroad that the 
ame from those who have large 
1 interests, and had big business 
etions, possibly with the Common- 
th, ‘during the period of war. After 
most people think that gratitude is a 
ly sense of favours to come, and that, 
Or mot... presentation. comes 


it is not desirable that respon- 
jnisters, while still in charge of the 
fairs of the country, should accept large 
ts from persons who may subsequently 
e business dealings with the Govern- 
do not suggest that the Prime 
a ister would be influenced by the pre- 
| would be sorry, indeed, to 
~he would do anything cor- 
o suggest that there is a pos- 
e might have a kindly feel- 
not i 8 omne those 


: name. of. Soeionbe 


should make public the names of the 


tralia mean the same? 


hi the embargo imposed by the Con-. 


aaa ald. fot section 45. 


Pheretore, it is un- 
fair of the honorable member to. say that 
he might have a kindly feeling towards 
the donors. - 

Mr. RYAN. —Surely the Pine Min 
ister knows the names of some donors, © 

Mr. Hueurs.—I do not know one. Pe 

Mr. RYAN.—Then may I suggest that 
it would be desirable to advise those who 
organized the presentation that they 


donors. | 
I wish to say a word upon the constitu- 
tional aspect of the matter. That cannot 
be determined in this House. The hon: 
orable member for Batman (Mr. 
Brennan) has addressed to the House a 
very clear and logical argument, and any, ® 
one who reads paragraph iii. of section 
45 of the Constitution must come to the 
conclusion that, no matter from. what 
sources a fee or honorarium for services — 
rendered to the Commonwealth comes— 
and by the Commonwealth the pean of 
Australia are meant : 
Mr. Hueurs.—The honoris member 
knows that that is not so. 
Mr. RYAN.—I do not. On the con- 
trary, I am saying that the hdnorable 
member for Batman has addressed to the 
House what appears to me a very clear 
and logical argument on the matter. 
Mr, Hucurs.—Do you mean that the 
Commonwealth and the people of Aus: ae 


Mr. RYAN.—I do not’ say that. 

Mr. Hucures—If that were so | oe 
member could take a brief from anybody. 

Mr. RYAN.—I understand the dis 
tinction which the right honorable mem 
ber has drawn between the Common: 
wealth as a constitutional entity and the 
people of Australia, but he has placed 
upon section 45 a construction different 
from that given to it by the honorable 
member for Batman. I invite the con- 
sideration of the Prime Minister as 
Attorney-General to the meaning of | th: 
words ‘‘services rendered in the Parlia- 
ment to any person or State.’’ The se 
tion does not refer to a fee or honorariu 
received from any person or State. — 
any person in Parliament renders a si 
vice to some person or State, it matter 
not from what source the fee 
honorarium comes; it need not come fro 
the person or State receiving such | 3er 
vice to bring it within the ban of pa 
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oe ‘Mr. Hvueuzs. —Suppose the honorable 

member were differently situated, and a 

- widow decided to leave him £50,000 be- 

cause he had done well for his country ? 

Mr. RYAN.—Why does the Prime 
Minister suggest a widow ? 

_ Mr. Hucues.—Because I assume that 


af she were not a widow the honorable 


member would have nothing to do with 
her. 

~ Mr. RYAN.—I do not wish to. be 
drawn off my dole ai It is quite 
clear that if a fee or honorarium is. re- 
ceived from any source for services ren- 
dered in Parliament to any person or 
State, the seat of the recipient is ren- 
dered vacant. The Prime Minister said 
that the honorable member for Batman 
might test the matter by taking it to the 
High Court. The honorable member has 
taken the first step necessary to test the 
matter by giving the Prime Minister an 
opportunity of making a frank statement 
as to the transaction. But as a matter 
of fact, the statement made by the right 
honorable gentleman does not disclose 
anything other than that he has received 
a@ presentation for services rendered in his 
public capacity, but there is no disclosure 
as to the sources from which the money 
came. If the right honorable gentleman 


does not wish to give that information 
that is his affair, but the public can form’ 


their own opinion. As I read the Consti- 
tution, this matter. cannot be, tested by 
the High Court unless it has been re- 
ferred to the Court by resolution of this 
House. 
Mr. Hucues.—I think the honorable 
Member is wrong. _ 
. RYAN.—TI refer the Prime Min- 
ister to section 47 of the Constitution, 


which reads— 

Until the Parliament otherwise provides, 
any question respecting the qualification 
of a senator or of a member of the House 
of Representatives, or respecting a vacancy in 
either House of the Parliament, and:any ques- 
tion of a disputed election to either House, 
shall be determined by the House in which 
the question arises. 


Parliament has otherwise provided. in the 
Electoral Act, section 203 of which 
reads— 

Any question respecting the qualification of 
a senator or of a member of the House of 
Representatives, or respecting a vacancy in 
either House of the Parliament, may be re- 
ferred by resolution to the Court of Disputed 
Returns, by the House in which the question 
arises, and the Court of Disputed Returns 
shall thereupon have jurisdiction to hear and 
determine the question. 
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power of decision. rests, in the 


not know, in all my experience or 


Under section 47 of the Conc 


with the House in which the q 
arose, but legislation has been placed : 
ihe stavabe book which enables the Hc 

to refer the matter to the Court of 
puted Returns, which is the High % 
Would the Pre Minister be a: 
able to have such a wreference 
upon this matter, the constitution 
pect of which, he will admit, is now 
clear? The Constitution of she C. 
wealth is different from the Const 
of the different States. In fon) 


against certain things, and, 
opinion, it is desirable that a ee 
should be referred to the ae 


under discussion. 


Debate Liga dace under stand 
order 119, 2s 


That the ei Bs of Natio s- 
date for German Possessions in the P; 


Ocean situated south of the Equator, 
than seein eee Samoa and Nauru—be Cue: 


ing Lyordn be added:—* but, in the ‘op: 
this House, the tepresentative of Australiz 
the forthcoming Imperial Conference shi 
be empowered to commit Australia t 
agreement or understanding except on 
dition that the same shall be subject 
approval and ratification of the peor 


to. 

tralia.” < 
Mr. FOWLER (Perth) [2. 15]. a 
debate on this most important matter 
been pursuing a somewhat haphazard 
interrupted course. I regret that 
much, not so much on my own acco 
but because of the very great import 
of the issues that will be discussed a 
Imperial Conference, and more { 
larly as they may affect Australia. 


ing, of a position fraught with ¢ 
possibilities, either for good or 
evil to Australia, than that Ww 
will confront the Prime 
(Mr. Hughes) upon his taking 
in the Conference in London. 
the circumstances, therefore, ag 
time as was possible should have 
voted to this discussion, sO th fe tg 


ag 


= ave ‘been made in ae course 
Some have been helpful, 
have been of somewhat 
Ae confess to a feeling om 


Deak certain: of th sidcerndens 
uttered. I listened to the ie speech 
of the honorable member for Bourke (Mr. 
nstey), but I regret that that gentle- 

- man, in discussing the relationships of the 
ait various parts of the Empire, and particu- 
| arly the relationship of the Mother 
Country with Australia, indicated that 
© saw very little in it to admire. His 
ideas with regard to the conditions under 
which Great Britain has exercised an in- 
t rest in Australian affairs were very de- 
plorable. According to him all the interest 
ken by England in Australia was 
e to the most ignoble motives. I 
am. certain. that his anticipations con- 
ning possible developments in  con- 
iexion with the proposed renewal of the 
Anglo-Japanese Treaty are very far 
fetched. The honorable member for 
Bourke waxed eloquent in his protest 


against. the probability—as he put it—of 


ustralian soldiers having to fight 


houlder to shoulder with the J apanese - 


ist a people of our own kith and kin. 

' am unable to see that probability at 

all; I do not think it was worth while 

liscussing. The Imperial authorities have 

very carefully safeguarded the Empire 

against any such possibility. It is un- 
thin 


: kable, so far as Australia herself is” 


1 cerned, and I can conceive of no Im- 
( EG vernment attempting to coerce 
ee part in a conflict which we 


_ insinuated that? aw” were 

: ready to betray 

I do not 

s even the faintest suggestion 
‘possibility to be found in the 

8 Or oe of fia statesmen 


Yr. “etal think phere are many 


vho are careless of its mainten- . 


7 ER. ey do not hank even 
s Be tate because the hon- 


in vain piecush 


have ‘conducted a very serious propagand 
in Great Britain. 


tralia, “too. red 
friendly to the Commonwealth in it 
origin, but’ has sought to work up som 
trouble between ourselves, and the Mother. 
land. However, there is no indication 0: 
any weakening on the part of Britis! 
statesmen in connexion with the policy. 0 
a White Australia. And it has not been 
an altogether agreeable policy : ‘nN some re. 
spects. It has meant a certain amcunt of 
difficulty in’ connexion with the relation 
ships of other portions of tke Empire 
Yet, im. spite of that Britian 
statesmen have been uniformly — loya 
to the great Australian concep: 
tion. I enter my protest, therefore 
against any suggestion to the contrary 
It has not been justified up to the present; 
and the Prime Minister, when he meets 
Imperial statesmen in London, will find 
that they are prepared, as they have ever 
been, to maintain to the utmost of thei 
powers the policy on which Australiayhas. 
set. her heart as vital to our existence. 


There is another phase of the White Me 
Australia question to which I desire to 
refer. That is the suggestion that this 
policy has been challenged by Japan. I 
do not wish to pose as an apologist. of 
Japan in this connexion. J apan is 
ecuntry which might, in certain cireum 
stances, develop a line of action somewha 
hostile to Australia; but, up to the pre 
sent, we have no right. to harbor a 
thought of the kind so far as that country 
is concerned. Japan has been thorough]; 
loyal to her alliance with Great Britain 
and, as the Leader of the Opposition (Mr 
Tudor) remarked, the White Australis 
policy has remained intact from its ince 
tion, so far as concerns any effort to d 
rupt it by Japan. There is no indica 
tion that Japan has registered any serio 
objection to this policy. Nor could Jap 
consistently do so, seeing that it is a mat- — 
ter of life and death to that country sy? 
keep Mecha free from ne swar 


- hordes of China which, if allowed to enter 
without hindrance, would - overwhelm 
the Japanese. Japan cannot keep 
Chinese coolies out of Japan and then 
with consistency turn round and demand 
free access for her people into Australia. 
But it may be suggested that we have only 
to look to recent history in the United 
States of America to realize the possi- 
bilities of trouble for ourselves. I sympa- 
thize with the people of California in the 
difficulty in which they are placed with 
respect to their Japanese fellow-residents ; 
and I realize that, in their interests, some- 
thing must be done to put an.end to a 
state of affairs which provides for them 
a second colour problem on top of the one 
which they have been enduring for so 
many years. But the Japanese difficulty 
‘in the United States of America 1s almost 
entirely the making of the people of that 
country themselves. Under an arrange- 
ment agreed upon when Mr. Taft was 
President, Japanese have been freely ad- 
mitted. They entered in fair numbers, 
and, on the Pacific coast particularly, 
they were actually welcomed. 

Mr. Consiprinn.—That is, as labourers. 


Mr. FOWLER.—Quite so; Americans 
who are settled along the Pacific Coast are 
largely engaged in fruit and veretable 
growing for canning and curing for the 
markets of the world. They needed 
labour, and the immigration of Japanese 
solved that problem for them to a large 
extent. So they welcomed the Japanese, 
gave them employment as freely as they 
~¢@ame into the country, Se re able to 
pay them good wages. But the Japanese, 
ine 76 Galata and thrifty, did 
not all remain content to be wage- 
earners. 
around to do something better for them- 


selves. Land was difficult to obtain, and. 


the best of it had been taken up long 
previously, but there were certain possi- 
bilities in connexion with areas that the 
Americans had left severely alone, re- 
garding them as worthless tracts which 
appeared to be utterly unfit for agricul- 
tural purposes. For these lands. the 
Japanese made offers, and J have no doubt 
that the Americans who sold the appar- 


ently worthless land to them chuckled as 


‘they did so, thinking that they were tak- 
“Ine the Japanese down. But the pur- 
chasers happened to know what they were 
_ doing, and in a very short time they 
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turned these areas into highly “ 


able amount of the trade whi 


for themselves: 


“her people into Australia in an 


They saved, and they looked 
able. 


‘are undoybtedly limited; but s) 
done nothing more than copy the 3 
adopted, not only by Great, 


on 


Confer 


fruit and vegetable farms, with 
that at the present moment they are 
peting formidably with the nati 
Americans. It is just at this mome 
that the Americans have realized 
danger of Japanese immigration. 


came into the country as coolies, *b 
position altered: considerably when it 
realized that the former coolies were 1 
amassing wealth and securing a ¢ 


Americans had previously monopoliz 
Japan is taking up 
attitude in regard to these imm gra 
for which no country could blame her, 


only admitted to the United States, 
also welcomed there, shall not be tr 
differently from other immigrants en 
ing the United States under the sé 
conditions. Any nation with a re 

for its honour could do nothing less 
that portion of its people wk 
find themselves threatened with the 

position of serious disabilities after 
ing been tolerated and encouraged 
considerable time, and I have no 
that some way out of the difficulty 
be found. To my mind, Japan is n 
blame for the course she is taking i1 
connexion. oe 


As long as we are prepared to 
the situation fairly and squarely 
face, we need have no difficulty 
Japan. I do not think there 


. se . ° i. ube: a 
slightest inclination on her part t 


siderable numbers, because she has 
methods of utilizing her surplus p 
tion near at hand. In fact, it will k 
policy for her, as well as for any ot 
country, to dissipate her people ove 
widely scattered portion of the eart: : 
Japan is over-populated, she must 
expansion, A prolifie and _p: 
country is entitled to that, so long as t 
are any waste spaces of the earth 
The large areas ¢ 
in Manchuria and Siberia which 
made available for her surplus pop 
tion will suit Japanese expan 
better than Australia. Japan 
what late in seeking room for” 
sion and the areas available fo 


~~ 


) ‘ super. AbSNaa: Sophie. 
om. ‘compelled them. to take action. 
tall japan is given reasonable scope 
m parts of Eastern Asia to 

hich Ihave referred, there need 
be no boar whatever about her bothering 
s with. claims that. portion of our 


territory should be allotted to her, 

that her people should be 
allowed ie. ‘enter Australia in any 
considerable numbers, to the detri- 


ment of our own settled policy and ideals. 
: Mr. Fenton. The honorable member 
makes reference to “considerable num- 
’ bers.’’ Would he permit some J apanese 
to enter Australia. ? | 
Mr. FOWLER.—No. We need not 
open the door in the slightest degree. 
There must be no truckling with .our 
policy in that regard, and, therefore, at 
the London Conference we must have a 
clear and definite declaration that there 
is only one course open to Australia con- 
sistent with its safety, and that is that 
our shores shall be maintained inviolate 
ainst any of those races whose ideals 
and methods of progress are alien to our 
wn. t 
hae Fexton.—Does 


the 


= Me FOWLER, Phat is a ‘Jeasction i 
pene like to discuss; but time will not 
ermit me to do so. However, if we 
assume responsibilities in connexion with 
those mandated countries they must have 
some relation to our general policy. 
Therefore, it would be unwise to have 
y relaxation of the White Australia 
inciple, or at least of the native popu- 
tion principle i in favour of Japan or any 
ther country not included in the man- 
latory ‘powers we have acquired — over 
islands. , 

is one thing I will say now that 
uns ane to the ideas of 


tis the Gorentent! of! ‘the ong | 


-hood of the British Empire. 


_ possibility of the 


honorable : 


no culty could Ve overcome In some. way 


N ations. 


we this from. Gat Be ee ae 
diate his statement at once. ee 

Mr. FOWLER.—No. I was feferrin 
to our being a nation within the broth 


conceive of Australia, desiring to ‘be, 
nation under any other condition, B 
what J maintain is that our “ne 
nationhood has. militated very se 
ously up to. the present against th 
United States 
America. coming into the League of Na- 
tions. Great Britain has under that. 
scheme of nationhood for the ° younger off 
shoots of the Empire obtained, so t 
people of the United States say, an undu 
preponderance of votes on the Council re) 
the League of Nations. 2 
Sir Josep Coox.—There was le y 
answer to that over there, and that wa 
that America practically controls. near 
all the votes on the American continent 
Mr. FOWLER.—But she has not that 
close and friendly association with th 
nations of South America that our Mothe 
Country has with the rest of the Empire. 
At any rate, it is an undoubted fact that 
the strength of the British Empire in the 
Council of the League of Nations is one — 
of the reasons, if, indeed, it is not the 
principal reason, for the United States — 
remaining outside the League at the pre 
sent time when we are all anxious that 
that country should become a member of 
it. 
Sir “Josrrpn Cook. phe honuratle ; 
member will not get any responsibl 
American statesman to make that State 
ment. 
Mr. FOWLER.—I am_ interpreting 
what I take to be the general oo 
of American opinion as expressed in 
of the best magazines, and by some al 
the most representative Lae ae 0! 
that country. Statesmen as We know. 
with the exception, perhaps, of our own 
Prime Minister, are given to thinking 
- great deal and saying very little; bi 
feel sure that those who have exp Q 
the objection I have mentioned to 
present constitution of the League of N 2 
tions on behalf of America are saying — 
what is felt very strongly throughout, ae | 
whole of that great country. If the diffi- 
or 


bs + 


T7114 : Imperial 
other, say, by allowing He Hoe in all 
larger matters to be represented on the 
Council of the League of Nations by no 
more than a number of votes correspond- 
ing to the representation of the United 
States of America, something very useful 
would be achieved, and the road would 
be made smooth for the introduction of 
America into the League. 


We fre very proud also of our Aus- 
tralian Navy. We have heard a great 
deal of talk as to the necessity for main- 
taining it, and in some quarters it has 
been urged that it 
siderably enlarged. It was brought into 
existence because of the German menace. 
That menace has now disappeared, yet 
still we insist upon the maintenance of 
an Australian Navy. Why? Let us be 
quite frank. Because of the possibility of 
danger coming to us from Japan. If 
there is danger in that direction, does 
‘any honorable member in the House 
imagine that the mere handful we could 
put on the seas in the shape of an Aus- 
tralian Navy would be of the slightest 
use? Would it not be absolute murder 
for the Government to send Austra- 
lan seamen on our few ships to com- 
pete with the might of Japan? Under 
any circumstances whatever, could we 
hope to create a Navy that would be any- 
thing more than a mouthful to Japan, if 
the worst came to the worst? 

Mr. J. H. Carrs.__What about sub- 
marines around the coast? 

Mr, FOWLER.—That is 
matter; but when we come to talk 
about the development of the Navy in 
the ordinary.sense of the word, I say, 
without hesitation, that we could spend 
the money to far oreater advantage than 
by putting £6,000,000 to £10,000,000 
into a capital ship which, assuming we 
are in danger from Japan, would add 
practically nothing to our security. Seeing 
that the existing Australian Navy is 
now eae so much scrap «iron, 
that it already obsolete, and 
that thee a no danger to be ap- 
prehended from :any quarter, I think 
that, for the time being, we micht 
very well call a respite from the building 
and equipment of any war ships, and put 


the money to purposes that will give 
in connexion, with the 


better results 


Maintenance of our White Australia, 
and the development of the Common- 


wealth as a nation within the Empire. — 
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should be con-— 


connexion with our armaments. _ aye 


think there is the slightest danger 


anothes ; 


of £4,500,000 on account of a new 


la me 


army. The Be es ef 3 
men who have put forward bloated « 


ined The. "iloss we can do 7 
direction is to waste sae: in ie 
fashion. 


armaments Howe on the: ae 
treaty with a nation which kept on 
up its own armaments? 

Mr. FOWLER.—We miele very, 
follow the example of the Mother Countr 
and, for the time being, call a-hal 


lene, 
Sir JosepH Coox.—We are ‘fol 
the Mother Country now. 
Mr, FOWLER. —We have here Ss 


very poe account of themselves i 
came to blows on land, while, so f: 
blows on sea are concerned, I de 


us. | 

Sir Josera Cos ee not t 
orable member know that the Im 
Government has increased its Army 8 
the Armistice? 

Mr. FOWLER.—It was compel 
under certain circumstances of a 
porary character, to maintain an Ar 
excess of that of the pre-war period. 
the Mother Country has, to a very I 
extent, scrapped her Navy. She is bu 
ing no more war-ships and, in view Of 
unsettled state of expert opinion | 
what constitutes the most 
methods of war at sea: 

Sir Josrpn Coox.—But did au 
honorable member see in the pre 
other day a statement to the effec 
the British Government had got 


gramme of four modern battleships 

Mr. FOWLER.—I did. I do not 
that she is not looking carefully 
position,”and making some prep 


but £4,500,000 would not build « a sin 


battleship. 
Sir J OSEPH Sop —Quite £05 


“guggest ’ Fo 
. lines upon. which 
Ay tralia can proceed in order to 
m uke our resistance to trouble the ‘more 


The money that is being spent 
now on naval and ae Hatten le 


Done ened in iis eee hak: we have 
0b a Naval Base that will accommodate 
one of the larger ships of war. We have 
come reports from experts regarding the 


i N aval Base to meet the eanine 
babi ve 


aa N al ane. Bae for many vai 
4 he Government have simply frittered 

_money there in doing practically 
no thing. Our very first step in naval de- 
Es lopment should have been to create at 
ast one Naval Base for the refitting and 
pairing of such Imperial ships of war 
is might have. to operate in this part of 


‘Then, again, there is the creation of a 
uniform gauge of railway. There is 
nothing more urgent in connexion with 
the defence of Australia. Some of the 
1 ney “being wasted on our present 
: Se could, with ad- 

vee aed in a development 

Lastly, and “by no 

i “Teast of all, we need, as has 


112 hedee spaces as. fast as we can with 
‘people of our own kith and kin.. A great 
i of time has been wasted in SHAE 

jon. The present opportunity is 
ae one: to secure population, and this 


af should devote almost every ounce 
nergy and oy penny we have to 


a ae are erying out for population, 
hot Reh our control of Australia 


: end: difficult task. I shoita 

like to suggest to him a course that he 
ough to adopt; but IT am afraid I shall 
. esting something which is rather 
icable. The right -honorable 

s policy is always to take a 

nd leading part in the coun- 

pire, cs would suggest that. 


a matter as between England and Ireland 


“ie is “not to: kar a strenuous ahd Jead- 
ing part, except in so far as is necessary 
te safeguard our interests, but rather to 
keep somewhat in the background until 
the international situation clears up. At 
present, it is both difficult and uncertain: 
Our safest course, I think, would un- 
doubtedly be to stand by until the situa 
tion is relieved as between these > tw 
countries—the United States of Americ 
and J pean OBE we see trouble brew- 
ing just’ now.* There is nothing to be 
gained by haste, and the only fear I have 
regarding the Prime Minister’s errand. to 
London is that,. with his usual tempera 
mental peculiarities, he may say, and do, 
more than is entirely safe in the circum- 
stances. I would suggest, therefore, that, 
if possible, he should adopt a policy | of 
caution and reticence as the one best 
suited to the circumstances of Australia at 
this juncture. “ 


I come now to what is to me a mos 


‘important, though to some of my listeners" 


a somewhat intrusive subject. In the in 
vitation given by the Prime Minister of 
Great Britain to the Prime Minister of 
the Commonwealth, it was stated that, in 
addition to the matters ‘specifically men 
tioned as to be dealt with at the Imperia 
Conference, there were many other sub 
jects which might call for consultation — 
and decision. There is one matter of pre- — 
dominant importance just now. to the — 
Empire; there is one great trouble right — 
at its heart. I refer to the Irish difficulty, 
and do so with a certain amount of hesita- 
tion, because I know how readily in Aus 
tralia one is liable to be misunderstood 
and misrepresented in discussing Tris] 
affairs. But there can be no doubt what- 
ever of the seriousness of the Irish prob- 
lem to the whole Empire. It is no longer 
It affects vitally our relations with the 
United States of America. In the main, 
this country is friendly to the Empire. 
But the trouble in Ireland is carried over 
into the United States of America, where 
several million Irish votes play no small 
part in determining the attitude towar 
Great Britain. Observers have expressed 
the opinion that, until the Irish question 


is satisfactorily settled! the friendship | 


Great Britain and the United States of 


America cannot be as close as it could an 


should. be. I have before me the Cor 


: temporary Review for March, in which. 


there appears an instructive article en- 


titled, “A Plea for Conciliation,” by an 
English publicist. The writer says that, 
when travelling recently through the 
United States of America, he found that 
there was only one opinion regarding the 
Trish question, and that was, ‘‘Get it 
settled for Heaven’s sake, and then we 
can come together in the permanent bonds 
of friendship.” We, 
common with the rest of the Empire, are 
waiting anxiously and eagerly for such a 
coming together of the two great branches 
of the Anglo-Saxon race. It behoves 
us, therefore, to do anything and every- 
thing within our power to bring about 
that happy state of affairs. 

I have thought anxiously and long 
over this particular trouble. I do not 
want to-day to discuss either the rights or 
the wrongs of the Irish question. I de- 
“sire merely to suggest what appears to 
me to be a method of solving the pro- 
blem, and I put it to the Prime Minister 


as something which I hope will be worthy 


‘of bringing before the Conference. <A 
little while ago I addressed a letter on 
the subject to the editor of the London 
Times. 1 do not know whether it is in 
print. Sufficient time has barely elapsed 
to allow of its publication, but in that 
letter I embodied my suggestion, and as 
T put it in as condensed a form as possible, 
and as well as I could, I shall take the 

liberty of reading it in the hope that the 
' view therein expressed will commend it- 
self to the Prime Minister, to members 
of the House, and also to the press and 
public of Australia. 
may help to resolve a long-standing and 
dificult problem, I now read the letter— 

17th January, 1921. 
THe “Irisn ” PROBLEM. 
To the Editor of the ‘ Times.” 

Sir, 

Although the awful state of affairs in Ire- 
land is of the gravest concern to the whole 
Empire, it might hastily be said that any 
ene daring to offer a suggestion towards a 
solution of the problem from the remote 
antipodes was hardly in a position to make 
an effective contribution to it. But the dis- 
tant observer has usually the advantage of 
obtaining the more comprehensive view and 
the truer perspective. He will not perceive 
the smaller details, and yet, by reason of 
this, be all the better able to realize the 
situation. There is such a thing as being un- 
- able to see the forest for trees, and this to 
the writer’s mind is precisely the 
of those who are right in the te of the- 
hie Mey Bowler 
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for many years to arrange ea ¢ 


‘such a state of affairs, 


in Australia, m. 


tions would have a weight and valu 


In the hope that it 


orable member calls for one; 
itis essential, as it seems ‘to me, 


position " honorable gentleman stated — 


Every effort has failed, the patience an a 
bearance of both parties are utterly at n 
and a position has been reached which 
not only the peace, but the very exis 
the Empire. Surely, when face to f 
the British 
throughout the world have a Tight 


as one with a considerable politientd « pe 
who has given some study to this question, 
the Empire should not only be consulted 
garding it, but that in this way th 
of the hitherto insoluble Irish problem 
reached. If ever England and Ireland 

the frame of mind to arrive at. a 7 


not so to-day. Then why not call 
conference, which, while thus emphas 
maintaining the ‘relationship of its 
would be specially competent to estab i 


tagonistic brothers, 
Reduced to definite shape, my pr 
that an Empire Commission sho d be 
pointed to go into the whole Irish question 
with a view to its settlement on a just and 
sound basis. The,Commission should be ¢ 
posed of equal, numbérs of representat 
chosen by the Parliaments of the self 
ing Dominions of Canada, Africa, Ne 
land, and Australia. The three senior 
bers of the family—England, Scotlanc 
Ireland—would also, of course, be rep 
on the Commission. The importance f 
undertaking should insure a careful sele 
of the most suitable men. They would 
duct their investigations with the gre 
indeed, unique advantage of the go 
confidence of the two parties immediately 
cerned, and their findings and reec 


yond any of the efforts yet made to 
those Isles of Britain—which we of 
eircle of the Empire still call “Hom 
peace and the unity which should cai associa 
with that sacred word. ; Myst 
qT am, Sir as 

Yours ‘faithfully, 
J. M. 
Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime 
ter and Attorney-General) [3.3] 


sire to address sage to the year 


Sydney (Mr. aan The al 
raises a question that must — 
division in the House, if 


should set out the views of th 
ment in regard to the position pu 
ward by the honorable and learned 
tleman. In the course of his speecl 


‘tralia ought | to. hele col 


proval or girs inal of 
-- regard to it. unless 

Dies: been submitted to 
ae I understand the ‘honor- 


ks. it’ was my paictorkine not to 
hear him—he meant a submission direct 
to the people by way of referendum, taken 
= at an election, or at some other 
But the amendment of the honor- 

Bhs member i is not limited to the Treaty, 
but extends to all matters of foreign 
policy—to naval and military defence and, 
1 short, to all matters that may be dis- 
cussed by the Imperial Cabinet, whether 
involving expenditure, or of interest to 
the people of Australia. JI leave on one 


side. for the moment, all matters except- . 


ing the Anglo-Japanese Treaty, because, 
-as I understood, the honorable gentleman 
chiefly directed his remarks to the Treaty. 
But before dealing with the honorable 
member’ s amendment I wish to congratu- 
late tha. House, and honorable members 
who have spoken, on the tone of the de 
bate. There may be one or two excep- 
tions—I have not heard them—but in the 
main honorable members have done their 

untry infinite service by refraining from 

flecting on\foreign nations in a way cal- 
culated to pane? the task of phoee who 


nal es. is aoheueed by this 
ig ee nee that we are ae 


are “not tn he a heroreead 
I sam necessarily » i 
oe cement with all that has been 
| ut of. approval of the manner 
vhich they have - expressed their 
ms. But there has been disclosed, 
ee eae amazing misconcep- 


oh ee as been made with 
entirely disagree—statements dis- 

g the Empire. The reflections 
ipon the Empire last night by the 
ate, member — for Bourke (Mr. 
most peer aes ane un- 


ry 


honor: 


incipl Eis 
the Empire, ‘and "partion 


re 
ane ‘of ines errors which! others 3 
have committed. We are not, any 
more than other men, flawless, but. at this 
time, when the Empire is surrounded by 
enemies, secret and open, it comes wit. 
very bad grace from an honorable me 
ber of this Commonwealth Parliament, 
which speaks for Australia, which is an 
desires to continue as an integral part 
the British Empire, that almost. eve 
nation on earth should be lauded and the 
Empire held up to ridicule and contempt 
I for one will always couch a lance for th 
Empire in which I believe. It is mog 
unfortunate, in my opinion, that the 
British Commonwealth j is known to foreig 
nations as an Empire. It is the mos 
democratic form of government the world 
has ever known. I ask my fellow- members. 
to point cut in the history of any nation 
throughout the ages its parallel. Wher 
is there, or has there ever been such a 
community of free nations enjoying | to 
the full such rights of self- -government 
Where has Democracy such triumphs as 
amongst those nations which compose the — 
family of the British people? I will no 
tamely submit to listen to diatribes abou 
‘ Imperialism,” as if this Empire of ours, — 
which I prefer to call the British Com- — 
monwealth, were an Empire such as Ger- — 
many, Russia, or Ancient Rome. *The 
word “‘ Empire ” does not fit our circum-_ 
stances. We are a federation of free 
peoples, and history may be ransacked in 
vain to find a parallel to the constitution — 
under which we live, the liberties we all 
enjoy, and the ideals that animate us 


Let me now turn to the amendment 
the honorable member for West Sydney 
The honorable member for Bourke, in 
supporting the amendment, said . hos 
the amendment did not bind us” 

a referendum. But the honorable ee 
ber for West Sydney, who ought to 
know what it means, says that it do 
He said that one of two things must h: 
peu—either Great Britain could make thi 
Treaty without consulting us, or we would 
be bound by the Treaty wheehen we lil 

it or not. From that he went on to p 

a picture in which he represented the 
Anglo-Japanese alliance as a net in’ which 
we were enmeshed, and which would. 
sently, in company with the J apanes 
pale 4 us in a, war Bachacaalt our cousins 


Sa 


7118 Imperial 


ME America i Ik iaithe Habito the honor 
able member to be carried away by his 


own eloquence, which all honorable mem- 


bers admire, and no one more than I; 
but if the honorable gentleman had list- 
ened carefully to what I said in my open- 
ing remarks he would know that I had 
expressly declared that. one of the chief 


difficulties in the problem now confront- - 


ing us lay in drafting a Treaty satisfac- 
tory to Britain, Japan, and ourselves, 
which would not involve us or Britain in 
a struggle with the people of the United 
States of America. For I said that, as I 
saw it, the peace of the world for which 
all men prayed depended upon ‘an under- 
standing of some sort between America, 
and what is known as the British Empire. 
So I put aside that horrific panorama of 


words conjured up-by the honorable mem- 


ber and refer him to the plain facts of the 
case and to what I said. And I lay it 
‘down as an axiom that we must ry be 
embroiled in war with America. I said 
that it might be difficult to arrive at such 
an understanding as I indicated;, some 
people might think it- impossible, but we 
ought not to be deterred by mere diffi- 
culties. As to impossibility, no one ought 
to say that a thing essential to our welfare 
and the peace of the world was impossible 
until at least every avenue had been ex- 
Jored and every means exhausted to 
achieve it. That brings me to the 
point I particularly wish to empha- 
size. The honorable member has 
sald to me, ‘‘ We will not give you 
the right to speak for Australia,” 
and it is obvious that I cannot speak for 
Australia if what is to be done is to have 
no effect unless, and until, it is sub- 
mitted to a referendum of the people. 
The honorable member for West Sydney 
(Mr. Ryan) speaks quite lightly of a 
referendum. Perhaps; if he had had as 
much experience of referenda as I have 
had he would not so lightly turn from the 
beaten path of parliamentary government, 
especially on a matter of such vital im- 
portance as the Anglo-Japanese Treaty. 
The honofable member does not under- 
stand the position. He seems to think, 
and certainly the honorable member for 
Bourke said, that if Great Britain renewed 
the Treaty and went to war with America, 
which is unthinkable, and the possibility 


of which exists only in the imagination 


of those two honorable gentlemen, Aus- 

tralia would be involved. Do honorable 

members really believe that? 
Mr. Hughes. 


REPRESENTARIVES.| ie 


* tical purposes be the same. 


Britain is involved arises , not 


Let us. 


Conference 


neohe. when the honorable mem 
Bourke was speaking, that we are 
bound by any Treaty which we ourse 
do not saath I speak not at all of he 


of Retain bak of the effect of the 
itself. The practical consequences — 
tain going to war with America, or 
‘other nation, whether Japan was or 
not our ally, would have to be faced 
us. But one thing is certain, 4! 
whether we ratified the Treaty or 1 not 
position while we remained an int 
‘part. of the Empire would for all 
The p 
which is the subject of the motion we 
discussing sets out the text of the va 
ous treaties existing between Britain 

Japan. So far as I know this Parliamer 

has not~assented to any one of them, nd ; 
technically, is no more bound by ther 

than if they did not exist. efor 
when the honorable member for — 
Sydney says that he would ask the peopl 
‘‘Are you in favour of that Treat¥ or 
not ?”’ Wen is proposing to ask them to giv: 
a verdict upon an issue which is not before 
them. Let me speak plainly. FE 
unhesitatingly, that if this Treaty 
renewed in its present form—it ¢a 
be, and I will tell the -why— 
it would not | bind untry 
to go to war with America 

Germany or any other country. : 
hhability in regard to wars im 


any treaties, 


facto, we are at war also, or 
elect to send troops out of Austra 

another matter. But that we shou 
at war me Britain’s capiitss, is ce 


to assist Britain. We did that of oa 
free will. But we were at war, not 
cause of a treaty, but because the | P 
Empire is to a enh nation an 
sible entity. 
en 


some honorable members seve 
of the ever-widening powers — 
Dominions, and have censured tl 
vernment and me, as their repr 
tive, for seeking those. wider, ‘po 


it which I, as an Austra- 
h, but by residence of 
rly forty years, thought the people 
sho Commonwealth desired. Do they 
_ realize that. at. this pied hae 


moming, fhe Peicesble SN for Bat- 
(Mr. Brennan), the, honorable 
i ae for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), 
_ and I quoted from the Constitution. 
What is that Constitution? It is a 
British ‘Statute, and technically—the 
practicalities are not affected in any way 
_—Britain can repeal that Act to-morrow, 
1d, legally, as the honorable member for 
West Sydney knows perfectly well, it 
would be binding upon us. But is there 
one man, no matter how perfervid a wor- 
hipper of England as against Australia 
e might be, who would bow the knee to 
British Statute which took away our 
rights of ‘self-government, or of any 
ritish Statute, unless it were passed by 
the ‘expressed, wish of the people of this 
hea Does ay one OS fo 


Fs ee a thé a of | this icity 
: to govern itself in its own way? If all 


AA deny that the are, “what are we to 
think of honorable members suggesting 


] le of Australia a Treaty to which this 
He ’s assent is not necessary, and will 

n ot be called for—a Treaty which can be 
ia over our heads, no matter what 
This eee! is one be- 
The Peace 


hn representative of Australia. was 
But 
ed as the’ “Anglo-J es ‘Treaty is 
ed it is a treaty between Britam 
japan Does any one deny that, if 
alia, Canada, New Zealand, vand 
a, were not represented at the 


‘4 nee ‘is very leak the Treaty, if 
ed, og be. bétween Britain and 


na. ie. hold Empire, he Beinish 
overnmen has invited the: Prime Minis- 


i 
_ ry 


th we should submit to a vote of the 


‘Japanese Treaty affected us vitall 


Minister, and to which his cablegram w 


‘2 via media, to renew the Treaty for 


Conferencé could not be held this year 


«London next year. We ought not to, in fact, we 


—whether based on Lord Jellicoe’s report 
OL) Mai Sheaste not be postponed. — 


ceed and oe eee sees L arehalee that ih 
of Great) Britain alone. I think I 
am entitled, in view of what has_ been. , 
said, to quote a few paragraphs from th 

cablegram I sent to the British Prime 


a reply. When the question of the ‘re 
newal of the Anglo-Japanese Treaty wa 
mooted, the Government cabled to th 
Imperial Government that we hoped that 
this matter would not be considered with 
out ample opportunity being afforded fo: 
the wishes ie Australia to be ascertained 
Time went on, and as the period was 
short, it was decided by Great Britain, as 


twelve months. After I had been advise 
that in all probability the Constitutiona 


and as no arrangement had been made 
which would enable Austraha to. state 
her views upon the Anglo-J apanese 
Treaty, which affects her so vitally, — 
telegraphed, in October of last year, to” 
the British Prime Minister, as follows :— = 


In my opinion, it is absolutely exsentiall that 
the Dominion Prime Ministers should meet i 


dare not, allow ourselves to drift along. | The 
necessity for a clear understanding or policy, 
call it what you will, on certain matters vitally 
affecting the Empire is urgent and obvious. I 
know, of course, that the difficulties in the 
way of a common foreign policy are. ‘most — 
formidable. Empire problems are many ‘and — 
complex; they clamour for settlement, and:I 
feel quite sure that as time goes on a solution. 
will be less easy. I most earnestly recommend 
that you call a meeting of Dominion Prime 
Ministers next year in London—say, — about. 
June. Delay for another year is most dan 
gerous. ‘ 


h 


¥ if 


It had been aenaly understood ithe 
the proposed Constitutional Conferene 
was to be held this year. But the othe: 
Dominion Prime Ministers intimated 
that they could not attend, and it w 
postponed. It was then suggested by 
Mr. Lloyd George that a meeting of the 
Imperial Cabinet—that 1s, of Prime Min- 
isters—should be held in Ottawa ab at 
the end of last year. That also wa 
found to be impossible. The “Anglo 


Other matters of foreign poliey. hardly 
less so, and there was the question o 
naval defence about which some decision 


de D 


pointed out when speaking originally 
upon this motion, the Anglo-Japanese 
Treaty affected us very much more than 
it did any other of the Dominions; and I 
thought Australia’s views 
heard. The Prime: Minister of Great: 
Britain (Mr. Lloyd George) agreed that 
they should; and he agreed, too, that it 
‘was essential that we should endeavour to 
come to some common understanding in 
regard to matters of foreign policy, in- 
cluding defence. In the ordinary course, 
these matters would have been discussed 
along with the consideration of constitu- 
tional changes, if any. As I have al- 
ready said, I am opposed to constitu- 
tional changes. The question of the re- 
‘newal of the Treaty, however, is, as I see 
it, a matter upon which our voice ought 
to be heard, and without delay; and we 
have been invited to express our opinions. 


But, if we did not express our 
view, if we sent no one to the 
Conference, or if we expressed our 


opinion only here, the British Govern- 
ment would have to take its own course, 
and either renew or refuse to renew the 
Treaty. (If it refused to renew it, in 


any shape or form, is there any honorable 


Member who would be prepared to take 
responsibility for seeking to compel or in- 
duce the British Government to do so? I 
would not be. I fully realize the 
dangers of Charybdis, but I see also those 
of Seylla. The hope for the peace of 
the world lies in an alliance, or under- 
standing of some sort, with the United 
States of America, and I would as soon 
think of jumping from the Tarpeian rock 
as of agreeing to anything that did not 
Clearly set out our position in regard to 
the United States of America. This, 
then, is the position. 
we should know where we stand on all 
these matters. 
Anglo-Japanese Treaty should be ‘re- 
newed, and should be renewed in a form 


that will not give offence to America, 


But I want to say that there is nothing to 
submit to the people of this country as 
regards the Japanese Treaty. Long be- 
Tore the Australian public could approve 


or disapprove, the Treaty will be renewed 
or else allowed to lapse. If our people do 


not approve, that will not alter matters by 


‘one-thousandth part of an inch. I say so the League so decides, to 


OM, | Babies 9k. gs 


ee ib 
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Imperial [REPRESENTATIVES.] Conference. 
of Britain upon the subject, 


should be’ 


cerning it. 


It ig essential that - 


It is essential that the. 


need not approve it. But, und 


for this reason: I am not the n 


sure that I do speak for what the ma 
of Britons think. There is no 

bility of Britain ever going to wa 
America. The British people 
have it; and there is an end to : 
honorable members knew how far B 
went out of her*path in the course of 
Peace Conference to avoid giving 1% 
brage to America, and how much Brit 
sought to do that which was pleasin, 
America, they would realize that the 
thing that any British Government wo 
think of would be to become embri 
in a war with the only nation 
world which, with our own, can hop 
mAdintain the world’s peace. — 


The honorable member for West 8 
ney (Mr. Ryan) has said that we m 
submit this matter to the peop. ( 
my return from Britain, if the’ 
drawn up and agreed to is not satl 
tory, this Parliament can say 
will have none of it”; : 
nounce it. 


have to face them. Let me rem 
orable members that since 1902 
Japanese Treaty has been in ex 
and this Parliament has never - 
slightest effort to express an opi: 
There has not been the 
of a desire on the part-of this ¢ 

that Australia should not be a pa 
the Anglo-Japanese Treaty. And 
war were’to be precipitated to-morr 
as war broke out on 4th August, 
with Britain as a party, what woul 
tralia do? We are told by some hono 
members that it is now the se 
policy of their party that 
tralians shall not fight outs 
Australia. Those honorable 1 
are most amusing. They say th 
ig a danger arising from the 
Japanese Treaty, that Australians 
compelled to fight outside of Aust 
to fight against America. Australia n 
not fight against anybody by virtue of 
Anglo-Japanese Treaty, because . 


d 


Covenant of the League of Natio 
this Parliament has solemn!y ra 
Australia will be compelled, if 


Force ‘against any 

world. These lond-mouthed 
o eulogize the League— 

, of ek they lees be- 


be inte Dated apanese ad 
: which Australia has existed for 


he honorable member for Bourke 
Anstey). said we shall never fight 
by side with Asiatics. Britain has 
r sought, and never will.seek, to com- 
ee has never done 


our own i yfress a “But ne honorable 
er’s “memory > is’ most. convenient. 
What are the facts relating to the war? 
first Australian Division would never 
eis wines shores had hee. not been 


They were “kept in Mecelin ad that 
i Sate arrive: in our waters in suffi- 


. nine. nel as a ilies of fact, 
i the war we fought side by side 
eis sia by a of us who did end 


ese, and against a white race, / 


( eae race at that, Laie whom 


D deg, to make a St om 
os have an peeshitum Bl 


‘Bot ur. Ke poe we would never fight. 


: Hd a of Asiatics, that Australia 
ot = b cel to fight with 
t. _ ds not the 


Trotsky ? 


| honorable. 


(Mr. Cuneatine) ‘one “whose. ideal leaders 


in the world today are Lenin and 
And by what means do these 
men whom my friends almost deify main 
tain and uphold the dictatorship of th: 
so-called Russian proletariat? By ie 
nese, by Chinese troops, bandits, 
throats. And yet in the face of. thee 
facts the honorable member says he, will 
not fight by the side of Asiatics. Th 
member has a good word for 
every country but his own. a 


Our interest lies in the security ‘ad 
maintenance of the world’s peace. I shall 
go from here to endeavour to carry out. 
what I believe to be the wish of every 
Australian, namely, to assist in the pr 
servation of the world’s peace. An alli- 
ance, an understanding with America, is 
essential. But we cannot afford to quarrel 
with the Japanese, and I believe a re- 
newal of the Anglo-Japanese Treaty is in 
the best interests of this Commonwealth. y) 
We have our own ideals, and we must 
stand by them. 


When the matters discussed at the In- 
perial Conference that affect Australia 
are decided, and before one penny of ex- 
penditure shall have been incurred of 
pledged, everything will be brought. to 
this Parliament, And, if this Parliament 
in its wisdom rejects the saute Japanese - 
Treaty, then let it do so. But I must 
be free to speak what I believe to be the 

opinion of the people of Australia on the 
matter. That I shall do. The Treaty 
will be in force, After that, honorable 
members, if they wish to speak on behalf 
of Australia, and to withdraw themselves — 
and Australia from the Treaty, can do 
so. It will make no difference. The prac- 
ticalities of the situation must be faced, 


The Government cannot accep the 
amendment of the honorable member fo 
West Sydney (Mr. Ryan). The Goverr 
ment give an assurance that all matter 
involving the expenditure of public 
moneys, and affecting the interests of thi 
country, such as the questions of nav: 
and military defence, and. any schemes 
for the adjustment of foreign policy. t 
gether with the terms of the Ang i 
Japanese alliance—if it should be 1 
newed—will be brought before this 
liament. I am not going to the 
ferencp saying that I do not know w 


are the opinions of this Parliament, fo 


do know. This Sage! pe told me . 


3 the emia Lon Aen me. 
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propose to oy to enshrine those opinions — 


Imperial . 


and beliefs in the Treaty. 


_ Mr. Consipinz.—Mr. Speaker—— 3 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Order ! 


allotted to the debate has expired. 


~ Question—That the words proposed to 
oe added be so added (Mr. Ryan’s 


- amendment)—put. The House divided. 


MAyes 5% 
Noes .. 
Majority 
iAnstey, F. 


Blakeley, A. 
Brennan, F. 
Catts, J. H. 
_ Charlton, M. 
Considine, M. P. 


Cunningham, L. L. 


_ Gabb, J. M. 
‘Lavelle, T. J. 
Lazzarini, H. P, . 
Mahony, W. G. 
Maloney, Dr. 


Atkinson, L. « 

- Bamford, F. W. 
Bayley, J. G. 

i pell, .G. J, 

_ Best, Sir Robert 
_ Blundell, R. P. 
Bowden, E.:K. 

Cameron, D. C. 
. Chanter, J. M. 

. Chapman, Austin 
- Cook, Sir Joseph . 
‘Corser, BE. B.C, 

Foley, G. 
Foster, Richard 
Fowler, J. M. 

. Francis, F. H. 
Greene, W. M. 
Gregory, H. 
Groom, L. E. 


. Hay, A 


_ ‘Higes, W. G. 


McDonald, C. 
Makin, N. J. O. 
_ Fenton, J. E. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 


Dec ees 
N ae 
Ne aaa 


AYES, 


MieGrath, D. C. 
Moloney, Parker 
Nicholls, S. R. 
Riley, E. 
Ryan, T. J. 
Stewart, P. G. 
Tudor, F. G. 
Watkins, D. 
West, J. E. 
Tellers : 
Mathews, J. 
Page, James 


NOEs. 


Hill, W..C. 
Hughes, W. M. 
Jowett, E. 
Lamond, Hector 
Lister, J. H. 
Livingston, J. 
Mackay, G. H. ~ 
Marks, W. M. 
Marr, ©... W: C. 
McWilliams, W. J. 
Page, Dr. Earie 
Poynton, A, 
Prowse, J. H. 
Rodgers, A. S.. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 
Smith, Laird 
Wienholt, A. 


| Wise, G. H. 


Tellers: 
Burehell, R. J. 


SENT WH ee 
PAarRs. 


Bruce, 8. M. 


_ Gibson, W. G. 


Jackson, D. S. 


Amendment negatived. 


Original question put. The. ‘House 


4 divided. 


Ayes ee 
PN ORS ot, 
| Majority 
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[REPRESENTATIVES] ae 


The +ime 


Chanter, J. M. 
Chapman, Austin 


Francis, F. H. 


has just “heen disposed of, I tri 


you and honorable members ee 
say whether that has not alwa 


about (unconsciously, but I stro 
ject to\being lied about, deliber 


son) Order! 
knows that he sri mete use 


Conference 


Atkinson, L. - ~ Hughes 
Bamford, F. W. Jowett 
Bayley, J. G. Lamond 
Bell, G. J.’ Lister, J. H 
Best, Sir Robert Livingston, J 
Blundell, R. P. Macha. G. 
Bowden, E. K. : 

Cameron, D. C. aoe C. Ww. | 


Cook, Sir Joseph 


Corser, E. B. C. Prowse, J. 


Foley, G. Rodgers, A. 
Foster, Richard Ryrie, Sir Gr 
Fowler, J. M. Smith, Laird 


Stewart, Pia: 


Greene, W. M. Wienholt, A 


Gregory, H. Wise, G. H. 
Groom, L. E. ey 
Hay, A. Tellers 
Higgs, W. G. Burchell, R. 
Hill, W. C. Story, W. H. 
Nogs. joe 
Anstey, F. Maloney, Dr 
Blakeley, A. Moloney, Parker 
Brennan, F. Nicholls, 8. I 
Catts; J. .H. Riley; Begs 
Charlton, M. Ryan, Vd. 
Considine, M. P. Tudor, F. G 


«| Watkins, D. 
West, J. He 
Tellers: - 
Mathews, T. 
Page, Ji ames 
Fenton, a Bh 


Cunningham, Lb, L. 
Gabb, fe M. 
Lavelle, T. J. 
Lazzarini, H. P. 
Mahony, W. G. 


Jackson, D. S. 
Bruce, S. M. ah 
Gibson, W. G. Makin, N. a 


Question so resolved 1 in the 


spectfully draw your attention, 
fact that, in speaking to the mot 


not to impugn ate motives, 


my policy. I have not the slight 
that from time to time I sha. 


your presence. I distinctly object 
utterly uncalled-for statement m 
me by the Prime Minister. 
ance of mine has ever justified w. 
ae about me, and he oe w. 


hee Ais 7 ae SO eee Hassle 
ae member. must express himself differently. 

_ Mr. ANSTEY.—Without my express- 
"ing it, you will understand quite well 
~ what I mean. The Prime Minister, with- 
out any utterance or action on my part 
“to eall-down such abuse on my head, re- 
ferred to me as one who was anti- 


Ki aiparial and pro-German. I strongly 
es to that statement. My attitude 
on these matters is known. It is the 


attitude that for a hundred years has 
Doan taken up by. Englishmen whose love 
of their country is unquestionable. It is 
the attitude taken up by Sir Phillip 
Gibbs and others. When I speak of Eng- 
land, I speak for the mass of the people 
who belong | to England, and not for the 
_ particular class that happens to be 
dominant in its politics. If, after the 
lapse of time since the war ended, the 
Prime Minister feels that it is in con- 
_ formity with his honour and sense of 
: decency to still pursue assiduously such 
a policy of slander, I must leave him to 
it, but I draw your attention, and the 
attention of the House, to the fact that 
there i is not, and never has been, anything 
in my public conduct to give any grounds 
whatever for such an, utterance. 
_ Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Minis- 
ter) (40) —1 think I am entitled to 
‘ask what all this is about. What did I 
say? I heard every word the honorable 
member said last night, and if he did not 
mpute motives to persons on this side and 
o certain people elsewhere, and did not at- 
mpt to hold up England to ridicule and 
contempt,. then I do not know the mean- 
g of words. I prefaced what I had to 
ay by speaking in the highest possible 
ms of members of this House, but 


agg 7: “hows it my duty to express my 
| opinion. — oy 
ADJOURNMENT. 


eh ARBrrRaTion Court. —ImpurtaL 
‘ eee Dzparte. 


“Justice Powers had dealt with many 


Adjournment. _ 


question Oe vaclisis the necessity fie ap- ie 
pointing additional Judges to the Arbi- — 
tration Court to hear cases regarding the — 
reduction of working hours. The ri ght 
honorable gentlemen, in reply, said that — 
in some instances these cases had been 
hung up by the action of Mr. Justice Hig- ; 
gins, and pointed to the fact that Mr 


cases. I have here, and want to put on 
record, a copy of the report of cases 
heard before Mr. Justice Powers, because 
I wish the Prime Minister, before h 
leavesyto know that there is trouble brew 
ing if something is not done to rectify 
these things.’ The report I have here is 
that of the cases of the Federated Gas 
Employees Industrial Union versus the 

Metropolitan Gas Company and others, — 
and also the Federated Gas Employees — 
Industrial Union versus the Brisbane Gas — 
Company and others. I will read sufi- 
cient to let the Prime Minister see that — 
he is wrong. The report reads as fo - 

lows :— in 


Mr. Orofts——The next is claim 20, haus pee 
overtime. Your Honour has intimated that — 
you intend to postpone the question of hours. 

His Honour.—If you want a reduction of 
the recognised hours I must postpone that. 

Mr. Orofts——Before Your Honour definitely — 
announced the postponement of the considera. 
tion of hours, |] may say we are very anxious — 
to have some specific statement from Your — 
Honour as to what is likely to happen in re- — 
gard to that question of hours. This organiza- 
tion has been endeavouring for yéars past to — 
get its hours reduced’ In 1918 we asked Mr. | 
Justice Higgins for a rate of hours as to pital 
ordinary. work. yy, 

His Honour.—He did not promise you you 
would get it. ; 

Mr. Crofts. —No, certainly not; but we have : 
been fighting for a reduction of hours. 

His Honour.—l understand your nasition uh) 

Mr, Crofts——Our men have had their hopes 
built up, and they have been waiting for this 
case. During the gas workers’ strike. last 
year we came to a settlement with the com-_ 
panies. It was on the understanding that the 
matters not fixed up then should be dealt wit 
by the Court; and one of the matters 1] 
with the Court was the sams of ae . 


e ° * 


Mr. Crofts. es may ws that Your, ae 
has no power to do this. If so, Parliament _ 
or some one else should be impressed with the 
importance of this question. The men engaged 
in this industry have waited for the Court 
and now find that Parliament. has acted in 
such a way that this Court cannot deal with 
the matter. I am afraid that something will | 


_happen in this industry as it did in regard — 


to the wages, Therefore, I should like, if pos-— 
re to ay a sige statement. as to when 


- 4 


a union is likely to Lee rare susstign of 


hours decided. I hope Your Honour will inti- 
mate that at an early date. : 


_ His Honour.—It will be done as soon as ever 
I possibly can arrange it. 


Mr, Crofis-—That may be this year or next 
year; but have I to go back to the members of 
_ the organization and say, “ Your case for hours 


has been placed before the Court, and His © 


Honour Mr. Justice Powers will deal with it 
as early as he possibly can?” . If so, they will 
want to know whether the Act has been 
altered, and whether Mr. Justice Powers will 
have the right to go on with it. 


His Honour—You know, of course, [ am not 
going to comment on Acts of Parliament; but 
you ‘know, Mr. Crofts, Parliament has passed 
an Act which prevents my doing it;:and until 
Parliament amends that Act I cannot do it. 
It has also been made public that I have made 
auggestions. I cannot do more. 


Mr. Orofts.—Boiled down, it means that this 


or any other organization cannot have the © 


question of hours decided by this Court, 


His Honour-——Not until Parliament, sees fit 
to alter the law, and gives the Court power 
to deal with it. At present they. have not a 


Court that can deal with it because there are. 


not at present available a President and two 
deputies. All I can suggest to you at present 
is that the unions should try and induce Par- 
liament if they think it is right, to try and 
amend the law. I cannot express an opinion 
as a Judge on what Parliament does. If the 
‘union consider it a breach of faith, Parlia- 
‘ment is the authority that must be approached. 


IT have quoted sufficient to show the Prime 
Minister that these cases are being held 
up to-day in consequence of the Act 
passed by us requiring that the question 
of hours shall be .dealt with by three 
Judges. Mr. Justice Powers says that 
in these circumstances he cannot deal with 
such a matter. That is altogether dif- 
ferent from the statement made by the 
Prime Minister as to the settlement of 
a number of cases. Mr. Justice Powers 
says that if Parliament will amend the 
law he will be able to deal with the ques- 
tion. The Prime Minister is about to 
leave Australia, and we do not want any 
industrial trouble to occur during his ab- 
sence. That being so, the Government 
should make available the machinery 
necessary under the law for the settlement 
of questions of this character: Unless they 
do that we must expect trouble. I ask 
sony Prime Minister, therefore, to attend 
; eae matter before he leaves for Eng- 
an 


| Mr. Hucues.—The honorable member 
‘came ta me only yesterday about an in- 
a trouble, and Ir sii it. ny 
Mr. ood jedi Lie rad healt e) 


complain of the way in which th 


_Adjouronet, [REPRESENTATIVES, zh Ae 


ae 


here ah that purpose, ange 
and I shall continue to bring such 
ters before the Prime Miniet 
he may be. i 


Mr, Huvuenes.— Who has” 


to my complaint. The right hot 
gentleman knows very well that a 
result of a measure chaprstot! bee 


Many ae us lace that provii 
the Bill was before the House, but hi 
strongly to it. If we expect indu 
bodies to carry on under that 1 
only reasonable that the 
should put in operation the machinery 
which it provides, so that their dispute 
may be settled. I shall Aes be re t 


avout of the pn Ae I shall : oe i 
the head of the Government, ih 
whom he may be. . 


Mr. FLEMING (Robertson) 4 . 
desire to enter an emphatic prot 
against the way in which the Gover 
have dealt this afternoon with 
undoubtedly one of the most imp 
questions that has ever come befc 
Parliament. An arrangement w 
tered into that the debate on. the 


not pended: an. cporiala roe do s¢ 

Mr, SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot 
son) .—Order! The honorable met 
now reviving a debate that has 
been closed. é 

Mr, FLEMING.1 dasnon inte 
debate the question. I desire mer 


ment have carried the. a 


flection. on a: ‘vote of ihe 
honorable en any, 


to. athe me equest made by the hon- 
rable member for Hunter (Mr. Charl- 
ton) in regar _ to the Conciliation and 
.rbitration Court. This Parliament deli- 
berately passed an Act giving employers 
and employees the right to settle their 
disputes in a Court of Conciliation and 
rbitration instead of having to resort 
for that purpose to strikes and lock-outs. 
f the Government are not prepared to 
amend the Act, which provides that the 
question of the. hours of labour in an 
ndustry shall be dealt with by not less 
than three J udges, they can get over the 
trouble by administrative act. All that 
,is necessary for them to do is to appoint 


tute the requisite Court to deal with such 
questions. 

Mr. Hvenss —The difficulty is that 
there aS Bh member of the Bench who says 
he is going to resign. The honorable 
member knows how long he has been mak- 
ing that statement ; and yet he has not 
resigned. | 

Mr. TUDOR. oF know that these are 
difficulties such as that to which the Prime 
inister refers; but even with Mr. Justice 
Higgins as. President, | 
Powers as Acting President of the Court, 
only two Judges are available, whereas 
Parliament, despite the protests _ of 
Labour party, insisted that three 
dges should be necessary to determine 


is yin if it is. meer oe one 


ee in an bates I kenny of no 
rer ‘ way of creating industrial trouble 


der working forty-four hours a week 
i by es with another pony of men 


Mr. oa —We want nc 
‘Ma ‘TUDOR. —<As far as possible. The 
( it should male it re for 


Le received re- 
the secretary of the 
Council to arrange for 
with the Prime Minister on 
The right honorable gentle- 


n biee 4 


the number of Judges required to consti- 


and Mr. Justice. 


ae of hours of employment. Our 


everal occas sions Has. pointed out 


z 


ae fe Sue note Disputes Committe 4, 
of the Trades Hall Council has done good 

work in preventing disputes, —_— ie 
Mr. Hucues.—lIt certainly has. 
Mr, eae —It cg ee pes wor! 


30a very matter. It holds that 
ene of hours must be settled in t 
near future. I ask the Government t 
give the matter very serious consideration 
We are all apt to make mistakes, and 
‘think it would be wise for the Gover 
ment and the Parliament to say that 
mistake was nade in providing that the 
question of the hours of labour to b 
worked in any industry should be deal 
with only by a Court of three Judges 
Let us go back to the old order of things 
under which such a question could ba 
dealt with by one Judge. Failing that 
the Government should appoint the num 
ber of Judges necessary to enable the m 
chinery of the Act in question to las be 
into operation. 

Mr. 
[4.12].—It is necessary that there shoul 
be an early settlement of this matter. 
can hardly conceive of the Governmen 
permitting the present condition of affairs 
to continue. Here we have a learned 
Judge paid to do the work of a Court, yet 
refusing to deal with business which’ is. 
brought to that Court. I do not know ~ 
what are the powers of the Government 
but that the business of the countr 
should be held up by a highly-paid official 
who refuses to deal with it, and at th 
same time says he intends to resigm but. 
does not resign 

Mr. Tupor.—That is not correct. — Mr 
Justice Higgins said he would complete 
all the cases, the hearing of which he hi 
commenced. 

Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. _-But he an 
nounced some months ago that he wou 
take no new business, although the coun 
try is paying him to deal with the busi 
ness of the Court. The position is i 
tolerable, and the Government should 
solve it as early as possible. 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [4. a 


“1736 


reson Nembek for tore (Mr. — 
Hector Lamond). On almost every occa- 
sion that presents itself he attacks the 
‘President of the Conciliation and Arbi- 
tration Court. 

M1. Hector Lamonp.—That is ‘not 60. 

Mr. RYAN.—It appears to me to 
be so. We shall be very fortunate if we 


are able to secure as the new President of 


the Court as good a man as Mr. Justice 
Higgins. . 
Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—But he is not 

‘justified in hanging on to his job months 


after he has said that he intends to resign.. 


Mr. RY AN.—He is not hanging on to 
his job. I am satisfied that he is doing 
his Sty. It is unfortunate that a learned 
Judge can be criticised in this House, al- 
though no specific motion on the subject is 
before us. I rose to protest against the 
action of the Prime Minister and _ his 
Government in not placing on the table 
of the House at a much earlier date the 
documents which he read this afternoon, 
because I ascertained for the first time 
this afternoon that the Prime Minister 
himself was the instigator of the invita- 


tion issued to Dominions representatives 


to attend the Imperial Conference in 
«eune, . . Aaa 
Mr. Huceues.—When I learned that 
the Constitution Conference could not be 

. held, I said that we ought to attend a 


- Adjournment. (REPRESENTATIVES Adjournme 


noon—that the Imperial authori 


son) ei Lata member fi | 


I shall confine my remarks to the 


Ponterenes to deal hi. 

Japanese alliance, — ‘4 
_ Mr, RYAN -—L sunderstoods the 
‘Minister to say—and I will take a1 1 
opportunity to read carefully the 
honorable gentleman’s remarks this 


prepared to allow this matter to 
for another twelve months. 


Sydney must not discuss that 
this motion. . 
Mr. RYAN. —Very well, Mr. Spe 


ableness—I am now speaking gener 
of having all the documents placed ; 
hands of honorable -members before 
are called upon to discuss certain 1 

Mr. Hucues.—lIt is a 
secret cables on the table. 

Mr. RYAN.—Well, 


ohana: cone this a 
gathered that the invitation to tl 
ference emanated from himself. 


Question resolved in the affir 
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